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The Calendar

Ohe year consists of 365 V4 days; 12 months, each consisting of 3 weeks which contain 10 days, plus five
feast days that fall between months. G)here is also an extra day every fourth year, the (Dragonfeast, which is
part of no month and follows the (Midsummer Grestival. Hhe names of the twelve months are given along with

their more common name, the feast days are in italics.

Midwinter

Skelern (Sleet )
Galemir ( Wind )
Pipetal (Seed)
Springtide

Yasmarill ( Blossom )
Heliora ( Bright )
Menderal ( Meadow )
Midsummer

Setheran ( Heat )
Arvinoth ( Harvest )
Harvestide

Jorinfall (Mist )
Kyl (Orost )
(Ghostmoons

Oernost (Snow )
(Kruthos (Park)

Ohe Pragonfeast is the extra day that comes

every four years, ‘It is a day of open council between
nobles and people; a day for making and dramatic
ending of agreements. G)he entertainments are often
in the nature of tests and trials for those wishing to
improve their reputation or status, @r’acﬁtiona[[y‘ the
constraints of class and of breeding are removed for
this one day. A minor cult called ‘the (Dragonshield
are associated with the (Dragonfeast.

Midwinter is also known unofficially as
Yiletide, the turning of the Year. Gor the nobility and
other [eaders, this is a time to p[cm the coming year,
to renew old alliances, make new vows and send gifts

of goodwill. G)o more common folk this is the nadir of
the year, when their [ords have an obligation to
provide food and warmth to see them through the
worst of the cold. Dhey celebrate this heartily with
feasting and bonfires.

Springtide is the official end of winter, a day
of celebration. Glowers that have been carefully
cultivated indoors are set outside to decorate the
home and to bring luck and fertility in the coming
year. Early wildflowers are also gathered and used
to ‘crown’ a maiden in each community, who then
blesses the fields. By tradition young children are
Named at this festiva[; proﬁab[y due to a seasonal
baby boom.

Midsummer, also called the Short (Niﬂht, isa
time of feasting and music and [ove. (Betrothals are
traditionally made on this night. Sharing and
informality are the essence of this feast and, for this
one night, the constraints even of marriage are
forgotten in an unconditional of [ove and passion.
Bad weather during the night is considered a very
bad omen.

Harvestide signa[s the start of autumn and,
hopefully, of the safe fathering in of the harvest. CIt is
a feast both to thank the hard working harvesters, and
to celebrate the brief period of plentiful food. Many
journeys are undertaken at the end of the J"east’ as
travellers hurry to reach their overwinter destination
before the worst of the mud arrives are the rain
freezes into snow.

Ohe (shostmoons is the most sombre festival
day in the year. It is a day for remembering the
dead; graves and shrines are decorated, and many
tales told of ancient heroes and [ost treasure. (Both
moons shine full during this night, and it is believed
that on this night the ghosts of [ost souls can return to
the world, Qhis c[a\Z marks the start oJ" winter snows,
and the end of fighting until the spring re-melting.



Major Cuoents

Kruthos 136
(Banning of Grootball

(zalemir 137

Oemple of Hahn begins construction of new
[aw school

Heliora 138
(Granting of a (suild Charter to the Qhatchers

WMenderal 139
Princess Eleanor’s 18" Birthday Pall

EE‘”ZH 140

Sweet water project proposed

Heliora 141
Jeyvestone Riots

Kruthos 141
Battle of Perewic

SEiBeta[ 142

Aunnouncement of the birth of Princess Alexis

EEipeta[ 144

(5reat ire of dinrodeth
YJasmarill 146

Battle of Nyskilde
Setheran 147

PDeath of King dmund Carlingas

EE“Z[[ 147

Civil War, dinrodeth declares for (King

Kieran
Sgringtide 148

“Invasion of Tinrodeth by Princess Selina

Hefiora 151

(Birth of Prince Sikander

Setheran 151

Battle of the three roads

Ejernost 152

(Oictory over the Noord

Kruthos 153

PDeath of Prince Edwin

glasmari[[ 153

CInvasion of the Noordic CIsles

Menderal 153

Repeal of the Grootball ban

(zalemir 153

(Discovery of the U5

(zalemir 155

(Destruction of the Salvoyn Gleet

Heliora 155

Start of the Siege of Salvoyn

Heliora 156

Joss of the Nyskilde (Jenture Company

Interludes

Calendar (Before Kruthos 136
Mgjor Events Before Kruthos 136
(Interludes Before Kruthos 136

Jords and Sheriffs of the City ~ Before Kruthos 136

Jinrodeth Midsummer 139
(zhostmoons (shostmoons 139
Athion Midwinter 140
Remains of a Writ Springtide 140
(Nyskilde in 141 Menderal 141
Amap of dinrodeth catacombs Menderal 142
Ourrin’ Countries Oernost 142
Oloating Market Gactions Skelern 143
Shimaguchi (5alemir 145
Amap in the (5elt Mountains Kryll 145
Ohe City (Guilds Skelern 146
Amap of Yinrodeth Jasmarill 146

Military ((Inits Oernost 146

Amap of Athion
Amap of Eastern Athion
Religions
continued
(Remains of a recipe
Jinrodeth City (sovernance
lections
PDefinitions
continued
Amap of Oldgate Ward
A history of Athion
continued
Plays and Playhouses
Ohe (Night Sky
AMap Of Salvoyn
Caralingas qineage
Personage Count

Pipetal 147
Menderal 147
oernost 147
Springtide 148
Jorinfall 149
Qernost 149
Pipetal 150
Jorinfall 150
(Kruthos 150
Yasmarill 151
Setheran 151
Jorinfall 152
Skelern 153
DOernost 153
Midwinter 156

Kryll 157
Skelern 158



Yords of the City

136 (Raphael Fitz-Simmons
137 Raphael Fitz-Simmons
138 (Raphael Fritz-Simmons
139 Raphael Fitz-Simmons
140 Paston Courtney

141 Paston Courtney

142 Samantha Cox

143 Samantha Cox

144 Samantha Cox

145 Peatrice Perignon
116 Matthew ()ixon

147 Matthew )ixon
148 Ann Qasker

149 Ann G)asker

150 Apn Qasker

151 Miranda Andrews
152 Miranda Andrews
153 Miranda Andrews
154 YJenny Pavy

155 Yenny Pavy

156 Jenny Pavy

157 Olivia ‘Warin

Linvodeth Sheriffs

139 (Kennet \Maxil, Paston Courtney

140 (Kennet Maxil, Samantha Cox

141 Alan (5riffiths, Samantha Cox

142 Alan (5riffiths, (Beatrice Perignon
143 Beatrice Perignon, Matthew [ixon
144 Beatrice Perignon, Matthew ixon
145 Matthew Pixon, Alan (5riffiths

146 Alison Shefford, Ann Hasker

147 Aralan (erwent, Ann G)asker,

Alison Shefford (appointed third Sheriff as

from Arvinoth)

148 Alison Shefford, Jenny (Davy

149 Alison Shefford, Jenny PDavy

150 Jenny Pavy, Miranda Andrews
151 Nicholas (Bowden, Jenny Pavy
152 Jenny Pavy, Nicholas (Bowden
153 Yenny Pavy, Nicholas (Bowden
154 Mary Hastings, Ofivia Warin

155 Nicholas Bowden, Olivia Warin
156 Nicholas Bowden, Olivia Warin
157 Mary Hastings, Nicholas (Bowden

No Uordship or Sheriff elections held in 144 due to the (5reat Grire, CIncumbents remained in post.

Ann Qasker became Jady of the City in 148 following the invasion by Princess Selina.

(No election for Jord of the City was held during 149 and Ann asker remained in post.



The Chronicle
of the month of (Kruthos in the year 136
Le it bwawn that by Kyl Deviee. fruom Ghis oy the /5% of Fthas in

e yeas of the Ketngaom Ohe Ftandied and Ty Si: lial e mast wngedlly and viales game
of feattall is LXED P RELD, an praie of impisanmen.

bservers note with interest that this edict reflects the recent absence of many of the younger people
from the compu[sory @nthday archery practice. Alderman %mon, whose ward suffered Bac[[\z c[uring the ﬁna[
matches of a football contest was unsympathetic:

*“Young whipper -snappers ought to be used as the G)enthday targets.....”

(PDamage to the Milk Tane Market [ast autumn was estimated at over three guineas.

Ohe city youth were again the subject of debate in Council Chambers after a dispute between
apprentices of the (intners and the Grishmongers (suilds got out of hand. Grighting had spilled over into Rood
Hill, injuring several innocent passers-by. A complaint was made to the Council (loudly) by Mys PBlessop, who
had received a broken ankle. A complaint by three apprentices against Mys Blessop was over-ruled.

Rumours abound of a triple headed demon born at the full moon [ast month in a house on (Burgon
Street.

Caveth the (Qintner has declared bankruptcy after his third caravan this year has failed to make it
through the southern mountains. Creditors are advised to contact the (suild.

Pendentites today attempted to prevent the daily preaching of (sax the Heretic from their temple
steps. After a brief, polite discussion the ex-Mandatien was persuaded to [eave. A spokesman from the temple
has refused to comment on this development.



The Chronicle
of the month of Skelern in the year 137

Ohe Knight Marshall's plans for a second fortification, on the east side of the city, were shelved late
last month after an objection was lodged by the (Royal College of (Bards. Speculation exists as to where Sir
Salverian will next give his attention and money (a canal project has been mentioned as a possible candidate).
Several masons who had anticipated an early commission now find themselves with an expensive stone surplus.

A small football game was staged [ast month in Playhouse Yard in defiance of the ban. A request by
the [ocal watch to stop was ignored, and word was sent to the Citadel. Htowever the players wisely decided to
disperse before the detachment of the sth (Infantry arrived.

(5ax the Heretic has resumed his preaching using a variety of [ocations around the city.

A major fire in (Burgon Street recently was contained after many nearby houses were pulled
down. Qhe fire was apparently started by an angry mob consisting mainly of local residents. Since many of
these are now homeless, Alderman (Maxil has decided to defer further investigation.

Ohe Priests of Jorus have complained to the Court of Common (Council that their sacred bee
colony has been tampered with several times recently. (Citizens are reminded that continued disturbance will
impair the production of the Elixir ((itae.

With the Midwinter Grestival now over, the (King has taken advantage of a [ull in the snow to visit
some northern coastal towns, @ave[ﬁng with his household were @rince C[Qgrcm, the Jord QPreasurer, the
Jord High Chancellor, Jord Privy Seal and the First Sealord. Dhe rest of the court are with Queen
mma, who remains at the Citadel with her two younger children.

(During this years formal crown wearing the (King has been dined by eight guilds, judged five
appea[s, received two ambassadors, inspectec[ a shipxzarc[, attended a co[[ege concert, and dedicated an oak grove
to the All-mother,



The Chronicle
of the month of (salemir in the year 137

‘Heavy snow late [ast month encouraged the (Knight Marshall to stage a mock siege as a military
exercise. (Balistae loaded with snow were enthusiastically manoeuvred under heavy fire from the walls and the
city's more junior citizens. (Qver the course of three cfays there were on[\z ﬁve casualties, most[y frostbite. Ohe
exercise was called to a halt after it was noticed that the sth Infantry (motto: “If you've got them by the balls,
their hearts and minds will follow) were getting their ‘ranging shots' uncomfortably near the port. Hhe sth
‘Infantry are affectionately known to the [ocals as ‘Dhe Kings Own Goot 'n Mouth'. A small prize is offered to
anyone with an equally appropriate nickname for the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, also stationed at PHhe (Citadel
(motto: Peath Pefore Pishonour! CHAAARGE!).

‘Hahn Priests have been inviting masons to tender offers for the construction of their new Jaw
School. Once again (sax the Heretic has preached from the temple steps, demanding equal education for the
poor. Some stoning was begun by nearby people and (sax was quickly rescued by the [ocal watch. (Reports
remain unclear as to whether the stones were aimed at (sax or the Hahn priests attempting to make him [eave.

Ohe ﬁrst of the seasonal rain has a[read«z J"a[[en over the city, bringing an easing of the cold, With
this slight thaw most of the snowdrifts have melted away to reveal this years dead. Citizens on watch duty this
month are reminded to dispose oJ" the bodies of frozen Beggars into the marshes, and not to Just dump them in the
CIshtan.

Ohe Skinners regret to announce the death this month of ‘Wulfward of Canavelin. Wulfward, an
fionoured and respectec[ citizen, died peacefu[[\z in his s[eep. Al popu[ar member of the Skinners (suild,
Wulfward was commonly expected to become (suildmaster when Master Jeofwin retires [ater this year. GYhe
(uild succession has now been [eft "wide open", to quote one reliable source.

Ohat well-known family of entrepreneurs, the (Marcs brothers, have published a book containing
the accumulated wisdom of their experiences. Gror example: "Societies evolve through a series of crises caused
by internal contradiction.” or as Dutch’ explained; "if anything can go wrong, it will."

Ohe Chroniclers empﬁatica[[y cfemz that their institution is redundant, or that they would ever move out of the city.



The Chronicle
of the month of Pipetal in the year 137

Citizens of (Dowgate ward were interested recently to discover that their neighbouring sfum has
shrunk somewhat. Ice along the edge of the ‘Ishtan had apparently melted, revealing larger than normal damage
to the Gloating Market. A goodly portion of it promptly settled to riverbed, thus finally achieving its proper
social [evel. (Many inhabitants were disturbed by this occurrence, but an alert [ocal watch prevented any of these
river vermin from reaching the shore.

An interesting parchment has overnight been posted in several market squares, Clts contents were as
follows:

"©he banning of football is an unnecessary inroad into the basic human rights of the citizens by a king
who has clearly overstepped the mark. A march is to be held next week, culminating in a football match open to
anyone. Qhe winning team will be awarded two barrels of best Ale."

(No time or place was mentioned. GYhe (Kings Officers maintain that they are hot on the trail of the
perpetrators,

©he Chronicle is pleased to announce its newest roving reporter: Chinon Starsinger. Chinon hopes
to be reporting from beneath the tables of all the best pubs and clubs around town. Gyhe Chroniclers would [ike to
take this opportunity to wish him a ong and coherent career.

Ohe Chroniclers have recently been made aware of the existence of a particularly esoteric cult
called Futhanasia’. “lts members are believed to be obsessed with finding the source of rumours concerning the
existence of ‘Ghe Merry Whore'. A spokesman for the cult said " Aaargh".

Ohe Chronicle has noted an attempt to deride the (King by association with the parentage of a
demon. GYhe Chronicle would [ike it to be known that it will not be party to such scurrilous treason.

Ohe priests of Qorus announce with regret that they were forced to shoot two intruders in their
gardzns [ast month. G)he two men, believed to be responsiﬁ[e for the previous disturbances of the hives, are Being
carefully tended in the ‘Infirmarium.

Ohe first ship to arrive in port after the thaw has travelled up from the city of Salvoyn in the south.
Oirst word is that the @rince Edward has had a quiet winter, but anticipates renewed barbarian raiding once
Ohe Melting penetrates the mountain valleys.

‘It is hoped that the Queen Will be well enough to attend the City's celebration of the Grestival of
Springtide at the end of this month. (Due to the relatively mild winter the Council is hoping to [ine Jost Way &
Wheat FHll, which (ead J"rom the Citadel to the Witanmoot, with the spring ﬁowzrs.



The Chronicle
of the month of Jasmarill in the year 137

Jast weekend Dhe Citadel officially announced that the Queen was “gravely ill". Hhe Queen, who
looked pale and drawn at the Springtide festival, has apparently been ill for some time. Ghe Hemple of Gorus
has refused to give details of the illness, but confirmed that messengers had been sent to the (King.

Aparticu[ar[\z battered [ooking merchant cog [impec[ into its home port (ast month, having caught the
spring storms on its way home. Apart from its valuable cargo of Menteshe ore, Ghe Goamflyer carries news
that the ’éﬁheocracy of the High Plateau is preparing for war. Ohe identity of their enemy is, as yet, unclear.

Ohe Chronicle would [ike to send condolences to the (Morgan family, whose son Peven died
violently while returning from evening watch duty on QJuesday night. A spokesman for the family said "We
don't know which faction has done this, but 1f the\Z think that we are going to take this kind oJ" tﬁing [\zing down,
they have a surprise coming".

Jast week the Court of Common Council sat to consider an appeal for sponsorship for the forming
of a Qhatchers (suild. Yhe hearing ran into early difficulties after the GYhatchers’ spokesman, one Marc, failed
to turn up. Qhe local watch report no incidents that day, and Alderman Courtney maintains that {Marc
"probably got [ost on the way there". However Marc has still not been seen and rumours of foul play continue to
grow;

Ohere was a young G)hatcher named (Marc
OWho used to think [ife was a lark
Although he was skilled

‘He hadn't a guild

And now he gets [eft in the dark

(Graffiti in the Spinning Sow)

Do S jﬁ/f& appalled at he myMWMyaﬁMa%/@é/é%g
dalls, dviing Yhe wecont colel of same of Ghais felleaw wsidonts gf Lrtath. Ouwiely in Yhese cintlied
lones a bt maie Ghaaght caule! G givon o Hhase lass fottnate than cusselbes. (9h i wat Yhe tewns didy
to 52 that all s ivsidonts ate fcwsed and Yol ? Y lolé o the Ky and F lessttall fois leactorsAip.

LATE NECWS

Sir William (Dalois is in severe disgrace. oOhe Chronicle knows wh\z but, in the interest of the
freedom of the press, isn't telling. Meanwhile (Dalois Senior, the Earl (sareth, is disowning and disinheriting
that branch of the family.



The Chronicle
of the month of Hefiora in the year 137

Sir William (Dalois has been executed on the charge of HIGH JFREASON. Sir William's
slow poisoning of the Queen was discovered in the nick of time by Sir Raif Fritz-Payne, Sir William's
subordinate officer in the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. Consequently the (King made an unscheduled return to
Jinrodeth with a [ight retinue, and rode immediately to the castle, leaving a bemused and belated welcoming
committee still forming at (Bridgegate.

At the Citadel (King Tdmund summoned a court of his closest advisors, including the now
recovering Queen Emma. Several hours later a closed trial of Sir William was heard, eyewitnesses report
that the traitor offered no defence. At the end of the trial Sir William was executed by the (Kings own hand.
Ohe (King pronounced the family dishonoured with all lands and revenue forfeit. Grast footwork by the Carl
(sareth last month effectively ensures that this applies only to Sir William's wife and two young sons. G)he
traitor's corpse now hangs above the Citadel gates.

(Kenna Pencric, second son of the well-known silk merchant, died last QHuesday. Ohe killing took
an identical form to that of Peven Morgan, (Kenna being shot with a viciously barbed arrow whilst returning
from watch c[uty. Aspokesman for the QV(organ fami[\z disclaimed responsibi[ity, "OWe're sure that this is the
work of another merchant trying to set our two great houses against each other". Hhe Pencric family refused to
comment,

Ohe afternoon watch of Uevestone ward have interrupted a ball game being played between the
apprentices of the Skinners (suild in Cobbs Court. Although threatened with arrest, a spokesman for the group
pointed out that since the ball was Being moved b\Z carrying i, the game could not possib[xz be described as footba[[.
When asked what this newfangled game was called, the apprentice replied bugger'. Qhe young man was
detained for further questioning.

Ohe priests of the Qemple of PHorus wish to give public notice that they accuse the Apothecary
Ohorold of dime Street of malpractice and misconduct. PHhey request the citizens of dinrodeth to cease all
patronage of Master Qhorold's establishment.

Ohe port is now in full swing with the good weather, despite the usual complaints of those
downwind of Bilgegate (fish) Market. Dhe ships bring regular news from Salvoyn and the south, and the
Chronicle has been following with interest Crown Prince Edward's assault on Cair Qaned, the barbarians'
stronghold. G)he affair seems to have developed into a [ong, drawn out siege after the failure of the initial dawn
attack which resulted in many dead. One permanently disabled casualty was the popular hero Hugh (srovesnor;
more commonly known as ‘Gyhe Wolf', both for his skill at hunting barbarians and for his voracious appetite.

Oiends of Marc the Qhatcher are relieved to have found him alive and well, and recently escaped
from a mysterious Tuxury apartment’ where he was being held prisoner by a group of masked hoodlums who
referred to themselves as Ghe Company'. Alderman Courtney, speaking on behalf of the [ocal watch, would
only comment that they could not effectively protect someone from this kind of terrorism,

(5entlemen are reminded that knights wishing to participate in the \Midsummer G)ournament are
requested to present themselves to the (Knight {Marshall as soon as possible. A[l stalls for the Grair are already
fu[[\z booked, and (suildmembers are po[ite[\z reminded that the ﬁne for opening shop c[uring the J’estiva[ is 50s.
Ohe archery contest is still in the process of being disorganised, and the (Masons apprentices have challenged the
Skinners apprentices to an exhibition match of the new game of ‘bugger'.

(ax the Heretic has moved his regu[ar preaching sessions to the (Mootstone, in Witanmoot Yard,
where B\Z ancient right fie is entitled to be heard. Against all the predictions, (ax has proved a surprising[\z
popular [unch time entertainment with the councillors and (suildmen; and has stimulated some [ively discussions
amongst these pillars of society. (ax has announced plans to run a refreshment stall during the (Midsummer
Oair, all proceeds will go towards providing a school for the city orphans. Ghe refreshment stand will be
distinguishable by its emblazoned "Jemon- Aid".



The Chronicle
of the month of \Menderal in the year 137

Welcome to summer. Ghe Chroniclers wish to apologise for a small defay in publication. Dhis was
due to a move to the new, [arger premises. (espite the hot weather, the incidence of ‘summer sickness' has been
light this year. Dhe chronicle notes however that the royal household is taking no chances, and a move to the
royal hunting lodge upriver is planned.

Oinal [ists for the Midsummer Gyournament have been posted in the market places. Ghe archery
contest has provec[ uncommon[xz popu[ar, and several e[iminating rounds will be held Before the ﬁna[ contest,
Entries for the joust have been a [ittle thin this year, since many knights are away in the southern campaign;
fhowever the [ance contest has been well supported [J\Z the 2nd Cava[r\z, who incidenta[[xz are also provic[ing a
display of mounted manoeuvres. Sword and quarter staff prizes are also contended, although no-one has yet
taken up the (Kinjuru envoy's challenge to try the Graraket. Away from the royal stands, Gat Sal is the hot
favourite for the wrestling purse. Dhe Masons (suild have kindly provided sponsorship for the new game of
bugger, the prize is the ‘Stone Cup'.

Master QYhorold the Apothecary left town [ast month, noisily claiming that he had been put out of
business by "foul rumours and vicious [ies". A spokeswoman for the Qorian priests merely commented that he
was welcome to sue for defamation of character if he wished. As well as lack of customers, GYhorold has of [ate
been disturbed by noisy gatherings of neighbours, usually late at night.

Aunother man was murdered this month while returning from watch duty. Gyhomas and Richard
Wainwright were both shot as they returned home on Secondday. Hhomas died instantly. Richard however is
presently being tended by the Qorian priests. His condition is described as critical and the arrow which is [odged
near his heart has not been removed. (oth are sons of Councillor C\Vainwright’ who refusec[ to speak to the
Chronicle.

Ohis attack brings the trade war theory into doubt as Councillor Wainwright is a {Master (Baker.
Alderman (Rimon in an interview with the Chronicle commented. "G)his is an obvious attempt by the criminal
elements in our societ\z to intimidate the watch. ‘We are not going to be turned from our dut\z B\z a few deaths, no
matter how dear the people are to us. GYhe Watch will continue to keep our streets safe at night. It is only a
matter of time before the people behind these murders are brought to justice and I for one will show no mercy.
“If any citizen, no matter how [owly, knows who is responsible they should inform the council immediately. Gyo
encourage anyone who may fear reprisals /I am offering a reward of two pounds.”

When asked whether the council would take up the (Knight {Marshall's offer of putting the troops on
the streets he rep[iec[ " Ohis would set a c[cmgerous precedent, the Cit\z of JQinrodeth is quite capaﬁ[e of po[icing
itself without the assistance of the (Knight Marshall".

(5ax the Heretic is believed to have found a sponsor in the form of Councillor Marc. A series of
pub[ic debates is to be announced, and (sax is a[reac[\z [aying p[ans for a summer tour of the nearbxz market
towns. Meanwhile (5ax wishes to thank all citizens who have already contributed to the Jemon-aid fund, in
particular the (Qintners (suild for donation of a small plot of [and outside (Bardsgate.

Ohe new Hahn Jaw School has been particularly noticeable for its absence. <Rumour in the (suilds
is that the temple is short of cash, however a source close to the temple commented “we're not worried.
Pendentite Cdward has staked his reputation on the success of the project”. Pendentite Edward was
unavailable for comment.
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Ptse. Thatites

Ohe proprietors of the (Bull and Bucket announce that they are closing for repairs until further
notice.



The Chronicle
of the month of Setheran in the year 137

We open this months Chronicle with the sad news that another member of the watch has been killed
by an unknown assailant. (Kembel Graithside died last QHuesday while returning home from watch duty, along
with his bodyguard.

Although his mother (a reputable silk merchant and member of the council) was unwilling to speak to
the Chronicle, we have been able to ascertain that Kembel fearecf for fiis [ife and had arranged to be
accompanied at all times, PHhe bodyguard was also killed.

Councillor Pholin of Avigon has requested that a team be put together to solve this problem.
Suitable citizens are requested to contact him via the Chronicle.

Ohe Midsummer Grair was a washout as the heavens opened for the duration of the event.
Councillors hoping to see their Ward G)eam excel in the archery contest crept quietly away as round after
round was ruined by the rain and damp. verall scores were, if anything, worse than [ast year. (Prizes were
presented by the Citadel (Bowmaster, the (King and (Knight {Marshall having [eft early.

Also disrupted by the heavy rain were the riding events, cancelled to prevent injury to the horses.
Ohe Second Cavalry were also disrupted by the noisy arrival of Sir Hugh (5rosvenor leading a war-horse
ridden by several small children. Hhe King took obvious pleasure in announcing the appointment of Sir Hugh as
the 2nd Cavalry's new Mgjor. Qhe churned mud fields provided an ideal setting for the wrestling and bugger
contests. at Sal powered her way to the £5 wrestling purse; while the (Brewers & Coopers were the winners
of the Stone Cup presented by (Master-mason James St (seorge. “In the first round the Coopers & (Brewers
had beaten the Squires by a comfortable margin, whilst the (Masons scraped through against the Skinners. “In
the deciding match the Coopers beat the (Masons by a close margin.

Surprise of the Hournament was the appearance of a masked (but distinctly female) opponent to
challenge the (Kinjuru envoy to a duel with the Graraket, also called the Bladed Rope. Ghis potentially vicious
fight lasted a comparatively short time, and often resembled a dance. QYhe challenger eventually conceded when
she was J’orced to block with her rope, thus shredding it. Qhe envoy declared himse[f c[e[ightec[ with her skill and
insisted on presenting her with his purse. Hhe Chroniclers wonder whether this was in any way influenced by
the fact that the (King was watching.

Ohe Midsummer meeting of the ‘Witanmoot announced the efection of the following two citizens as

sheriffs: Paston Courtney (Master Carpenter) and (Kennet (Maxil (Master {Mercer)

Ohe (srocers announce the [oss at sea of the merchant ship Hogwash'. Eyewitnesses on the shore
describe the ship bursting into flame and sinking quickly. Dhere were no survivors,

(5ax has announced that the total of funds raised during Iemon- Aid’ were £46 s 2d. He declared
the event to be a good success in view of the appalling weather. He also wishes to announce, via Hhe Chronicle,
a series of public debates under the title: "he Marc's Gyour - a better future”

Date Places

1st_Arvinoth Ointners Hall (dinrodeth)
4th Apvinoth ‘Haybridge
uth Apvinoth Pereham Cross
19th Apvinoth Orethanleag
25th Apvinoth Hawkhurst
29th Arvinoth Ohe Empty Parrel' (Tinrodeth)

Councillor Marc wishes it to be known that, to the best of his knowledge, he is not in any way
related to Marc the Dhatcher,



Marc the Dhatcher wishes to announce a protest march in support of the Ghatchers. Qhe march
will be on the first of next month and will start at (Newgate and proceed towards the Witanmoot. Al are
welcome.

Ohe Chroniclers note that the fortunes of the Hahn temple appear to go from bad to worse.
;@parent[y unable to maintain even their old school, the students are Being evacuated to the main ﬁemp[e site,
Ohe possible sale of the valuable school [ands on Shadow Street could well be the bargain of the year.
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Several independent eyewitnesses have reported seeing a large greenish bulk at the mouth of the
(River CIshtan. Agtempts to dismiss this as floating debris were confounded when it started to move upriver,
against the flow of the tide. ‘It continued a short way into the ‘Ishtan and then submerged. G)hese reports are
particularly disturbing in view of the recent and still unexplained [oss of the merchant ship ‘Hogwash'.

Ohe rally called for by Marc the Qhatcher was attended by over a hundred people, mainly
Ohatchers families. Hhe assembling of the rally at Newgate was watched by an interested Citadel guard from
the battlements. GYhe good-humoured crowd made their noisy way through the City to the Witanmoot, where
they drew the councillors attention to the plight of the Qhatchers. Rumours that the part of the rally led by Marc
ended up at the Jevestone in error appear to be utterly unfounded.

(Readers may remember an article last month wherein a possible sale of land by the Hahn Gyemple
was considered. Ghe Chroniclers are pleased to be able to publish (at [ast) an official comment by the Gyemple;
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completed. An observer at the start of the work reports that the work has been cursed and ill-omened, but could
not identify the hag that foretold this.

(ax is on tour this month, but readers are reminded that he returns to Jinrodeth on the 29th to
speak at the Empty Parrel. As a prelude to this event our roving reporter has been to this respectable
“councillors’ [ocal" to sample the fare. Chinon particularly recommends imbibing the ‘\Marcstons QOld Peculiar’,
the house special of this establishment.

Councillor Gholin's team of investigators appear to have shelved the murder investigation "pending
further information”. G)heir enquiries were apparently not helped by the non-cooperation of the bereaved
families. Councillor Qholin is, however, pleased to report the fo[[owing facts discovered by the team: Qhe
murderer is female, about 56" in height. Qhe murders occur at the end of a Guesday watch. Hhe murderer is
believed to have 4 barbed arrows remaining (of a make which has now been withdrawn from sale in qinrodeth).

Councillor GYholin commented; "We are unable to go any further with the investigation due to
obstruction by the \Morgan and Wainwright families. Dhe team should not be considered to have failed.
Considering the difficulties they had to overcome they did a magnificent job".
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We open this month's Chronicle with news of a great victory. Prince Edward has (at great cost)
taken the barbarian stronghold of Cair Qaned. Dhis victory is a major relief to the merchants of this city. A
senior member of the ((intners (suild commented:- "Ghe removal of this threat to our trade routes is
particularly good news. ‘It means that next year we will be able to bring goods through the mountains in relative
safety. Prince Edward is to be congratulated.”

Ohe Chroniclers note that the merchants of the city of Salvoyn are already within striking distance
of the Qyaned pass, and will be the on[\Z ones able to get tﬁrough Before the pass is again closed by the onset of
winter. QDhese merchants are [ikely to make "a Killing".

Bad [uck continues to dog the construction of the new Hahn Jaw School. Jast week work slowed
even further when a [abourer was killed in what is thought to have been a subsidence of the foundations.

Ohe Qemple of Paleth has given thanks for this years bountiful harvest. Dhe success is in part due
to the new strain of barley which was introduced by the Gyemple a few years ago, and which is more resilient to
damp summers. (srain prices have already fallen, despite an attempt by members of the Cornmongers (suild to
maintain them at [ast years [evels.

Rumours reaching the Chronicle this month suggest that trouble is brewing amongst the factions in
the floating market. Citizens are warned to take greater than usual care if in the vicinity of this market.

Ohe sea monster was again sighted early [ast month. Qhe beast is believed to have attempted to
reach the port under cover of the early morning fog. However a diligent watchman at the Citadel spotted the
creature and the Citadel's weaponry was brought to bear. One of the catapults claims a direct hit, after which
the beast was seen to drift out with the tide. It has not troubled the city since and may even be dead.

Ohe Chronicle is pleased to note that no new ‘barbed arrow' murders have taken place. Perhaps
Councillor Gholin was not as unsuccessful as we thought.....

Amongst a cargo full of rare and valuable furs, Master Skinner Cuthbert de Cranford has found a
black and silver pelt of unknown origin. (De Cranford has graciously presented the fur to the (Bards College,
who are in turn eager to talk with anyone who can help them identify the pelt.
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Ohe last days of Jorinfall have seen a massive increase of violence in the floating market. A bitter
internal war, aided by fire, has destroyed a large portion of the floating slums. A detachment of the (Kings
Avrchers is keeping watch J"rom the section of city wall above the river, and the area is said to be "quiet”.
Orishermen report that most of the dead are Cursos, and indeed a small flotilla of these people are now moored
around (Mgasons Stairs, refusing to return across the river to the J’[oating market,

(Earlier in the month )" 4Alenson, the notorious cat-burg[ar, escaped J’rom QV(arshgate prison which
had held him for over two years. Several days [ater an archer was found stabbed to death on the northern wall
over[ooking the marshes. G)he events may not be connected, but certain nervous (soldsmiths have seen ﬁt to set a
rooftop guard.

Merchants from the southern border bring the interesting news that the Crown Prince has
graciously knighted Roger (Colleton, his household chamberfain. Hhe unexpected ennoblement of a Scrivener's
son from Salvoyn has caused some surprise, and the (Knight Marshall is openly furious after so many of his
own recommendations were refused “for lack of funds". Sources at the Citadel have confirmed that Sir (Roger
Colleton is currently writing a history of the Prince’s (5elt Campaign.
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Chinon Starsinger is extolling Ghe Sea-Serpent' as this months place to eat out. PHhe lampreys in
galantine sauce come highly recommended, although the owner is prepared to flambee almost anything at your
table. (River opposite for those of a nervous disposition.)

ohe Court of Common Council and the Aldermanic Court have elected (Master Raphael itz
Simmons of the (5rossers (suild as the next Jord Chief Magistrate of the City.
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Our loyal readers will no doubt have been missing the regular reports of Marc the Qhatcher.
(Never fear, the chroniclers can reveal exclusively that (Marc is away on honeymoon in Aclea and will return
with the spring thaw. Ghe identity of the bride is something of a mystery but it is thought that she will add an
interesting new dimension to the struggle for a new guild. G)he chroniclers also note that Aclea is an expensively
distant place to go.

A demented soothsayer appeared in RBilgegate (Market [ast month to forecast floods, storms and vile
death; a not inaccurate prediction for the coming season you might think. Hhe crazed crone disappeared under a
hail of herring (storms not being a popular subject with fisher folk) but events took an unexpected turn when a
respectable Mandatien of the Qemple of Hahn appeared the following day to "make enquiries”. Has a new
prophet been revealed unto them?

Ohe Guild of Skinners and Jeathersellers has elected Master Cuthbert de Cranford as its head
following the retirement of Master Jeofwin. Master Cuthbert who is believed to be recovering from a massive
post-election celebration, was unavailable for comment.

Master ((intner Malcolm (Mowbray wishes to announce the discovery of several forged
documents, which purport to come from him. Al merchants are requested to send a messenger to check any
ﬁnancia[ matters direct[\z. On a more p[easant note, he would also [ike to announce his engagement to Sandra

(Key, daughter of (Master-brewer Martin (Key.

Ohe Kings troops have been withdrawn from the watch of the Gloating {Market, despite protests
6\2 nearby residents, Qhe market appears to have quietened with the ﬁrst winter snows, but remnants of the
Cursos quarter continue to be scattered around the river.

An irate Mys Blessop is out hunting for blood this month, in search of the originator of the rumour
linking her name with the appearance of the Sea Monster. Ghe joker is advised to make peace with his/her
(5od as Mrs Plessop is offering a 55 reward for information/
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Yohn William (5iffard is pleased to announce the opening of ‘Dhe Bullion’, a magnificent new inn
on (senerals Way, ‘Welland. (Book your Midwinter celebrations here now.

©he Chronicle will be sending Chinon along to discover just how “magnificent” the Bull and
Bucket has become.
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Once again election time draws near, and as usual the Chronicle has been inundated with [etters,
s usual the Chronicle intends to show its complete independence and non-bias ublishing none of them,
P P P 9

(5ax the Heretic has appeared in court this month, not as a defendant one should add, but in the
Court of THustings on behalf of a peasant entangled with the Honourable Jord Alexander Scrope over a
boundary dispute. (sax's unexpected appearance as the defence council apparently took Jord Scrope's Hahn
Mandatien 6\2 surprise, since (sax requested, and got, an acg'ournment to research the relevant documents,

Ohe Chronicle regrets to announce the death of Master Matthias Qate, lately of the (Drapers and
Qailors (suild. Master Gate was found dead in (Birchin dane [ate last month. Ghe G)orian priest who examined
the body on behalf of the widow said that he had died from exposure during the night, presumably after having
been mugged.

Ohe Priests of Porus are seeking information about a missing pupil. Novice Graser went missing
last Sixthday afternoon whilst on an errand to the Court of Common Council. He did not reach the council
chambers and foul play is suspected. Anyone with information should contact the temple directly.

Up at the Citadel, the cellars are being stocked up in anticipation of the qRoyal Court’s Midwinter
residency. (News has [eaked that the Princess Eleanor's Viletide gift is to be a series of rapier lessons. Prawls
are now common in the (sreat Hall as the young squires sort out who is to be her sparring partner. G)he
incredibly wealthy lady Charlotte has a new beau in the form of an elegant and courteous stranger to the court
with no apparent past. Count (sarioch is reported to have consoled himself elsewhere. 'Sir' (Roger (Colleton is
visiting the (Knight-Marshall bearing messages from the Crown (Prince, although several cavalry officers
appear to be having trouble remembering his title. Colonel (Karine Agrevaine has refused her own son
permission to join the regiment and is also rumoured to have cut his allowance. Ghe 5th “Infantry have petitioned
their commander for permission to form a bugger team. All this appears to be too much for the Kinjuru Envoy,
who has gone to a Qemple upriver for meditation during the winter.

Ohis month (Chinon, our redoubtable reporter, was p[easec[ to accept an invitation to the new[\z
restored Bullion’ inn in Welland Ward. DHhis well-decorated, cosy place would be an ideal c[rinking haven for
tired election campaigners wishing to enjoy an affluent atmosphere. Qthers however may prefer to sample the
significantly better beer available at the other pub down the road.

ohe Court of Common (Council is pleased to announce that the contract for maintenance of the
Bridge has been awarded to Master-mason (Robert (Beaureli. Work will be starting in the spring.

Jastly, citizens of the affluent wards of Arpent and Graringdon are warned that some prankster is
[ifting random items of laundry from back yards. "[s this relevant?" ¢I hear you ask. (No, but we needed a brief
item to finish with.
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Jord Alexander Scrope's case has been dismissed by the Court of Hustings after a brilliant and
concisely argued defence by (sax the Heretic. (sax, working from the (King's (Records at the Citadel (which are
of course deﬁnitive) questioned the entire va[idity of Jord Scrope's property deeds, which were registered on[\z
at the Witanmoot. ord Scrope has so far escaped with a minor fine on behalf of the (King, but Yeoman Hanley,
of Hanley Sarm (the Old Hall), is believed to be considering recompense and may even have claim to the entire
Scrope property.

Ohe snow has finally settled over this year's Council elections. Ghis year sees the city with three
new Aldermen: Martin (Key of Ievestone, a popular (Master-brewer whose campaign may have been enhanced
by the marriage of his daughter to Master vintner Malcolm (Mowbray (who also retained his seat on the
council). Jeonard GYholin replaces Paston Courtney who became a sheriff in the Midsummer election, as
Alderman of Ayigon. And (Douglas du Bolay, who's campaign had the full support of the Jord Chief
Magistrate, Raphael Fitz- Simmons, became the new Alderman of Arpent.

Overall the Chroniclers note a shift in the Council of more (srossers and [ess {Mercers, whilst the
Cornmongers have had a particularly noticeable slump after their price-fixing attempt of last autumn. Ghe
Chroniclers would also [ike to welcome the first Mason to be elected since the start of the (selt wars, Councillor
Robert Peaureli; and the youngest Councillor to be elected this year - Master brewer Carl Marc.

©he Chronicle would [ike to offer its seasonal good wishes to those Watch members who have
worked so assiduously to clear the city's major roads of the drifting snow and other debris. Afthough travelling,
even across the city, is difﬁcu[t in these snowbound c[a\Zs, the ‘Watches are requested not to dump the dead
paupers into the ‘Ishtan.

Ohe Priests of PHorus seem to be [iving fast and dangerously these days; one 'disappeared’ last
month, one was summoned hurried[xz and quiet[\z to the @emp[e of Fahn, and yet another seen entering (and
more surprisingly [eaving) the Gloating Market. CIf any of our readers are aware of what's going on then would
they please write and put the (Editor’s fevered imagination at ease.

Ohe Pards' College celebrated the Midwinter festival with their usual [avish banquet. Gywo of their
distinguished patrons, Sir (Roger (Colleton and (suildmaster Cuthbert de Cranford, were honoured guests.
(Members OJ’ the Co[[ege providec[ entertainment with the ‘(Epic of Autithesis', the saga of the last known dragon
hunt, Grierce debate then raged along the high table as to whether any of these fabulous beasts still exist.

(Notice from the Hemple of Hahn:
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Ohere were dramatic scenes in the Court of Common Council during a debate on the city youth,
when (Cerern Pencric (silk merchant) launched a vicious attack on the Mercers (suild, the discipline of their
apprentices, and the (Morgan family in particular. Hhe Morgan and Pencric families both [ost sons during the
so-called ‘barbed arrow' murders last summer, and Councillor Pencric came dangerously close to accusing
(Grantham Morgan of responsibility for this. Amid general uproar, Councillor (Morgan's comment on "irysterical
females” could clearly be heard and earned him a black eye from Maud (Blessop, who happened to be seated in
front of him at the time. Jord Raphael Fritz- Simmons adjourned the meeting while order was restored.

When the Council reconvened the atmosphere was [ightened by Carl Marc. “In his maiden speech
he apologised for the immaturity of his contemporaries and assured the council (amid general [aughter) that they
would no doubt learn from their elders and betters.

‘Highly reliable sources at the Citadel have confirmed the rumour that the sth CInfantry are due to
leave for the Southern border "as soon as the weather permits - probably come Pipetal”. CIt is not yet known
which, if any, regiment replaces them. Along with the regiment will go Sir (5ryphon Harcourt, Sir (sawain
Carleon and Sir Maxemillian Galbot. Hhey have recently been knighted by the (King but cannot serve in the 2nd
cavalry regiment until they have seen active service. Sir (Roger Colleton is also returning.

Still at the Citadel - Sir William Ruthven required the attention of a Gyorian Priest after meeting
Sir Alan (Boece in a duel over the matter of dady Charlotte's honour. An alleged comment by the lady about
Sir Alan's attraction ("because he is the one man who has refused to marry me") may have been the cause of this
incident, %dy Charlotte is the sole named heir oj” the Carl (Brecenan and remains unmarried at the age of 26,
despite many attempts to persuade her otherwise.

Yeoman Hanley is reported to have settled out of court with Jord Scrope for an undisclosed but
“substantial" sum. Yeoman Hanley has insisted on bestowing a [arge portion of the money on the City Orphanage
Ound after (sax had refused to accept any money on his own behalf.

(Guildmaster Cuthbert de Cranford has been exceptionally busy this month buying rare maps from
scriveners, expensive ingrecﬁents from apothecaries, and de[ving into ancient archives all over the citxz. Ohe
subject of this sudden frenzy - dragon relics?(?/

Ohe Empty Barrel' in Welland has announced its intention to hold what it describes as a "beer
festival", Ghis seems to involve drinking as much beer as you can and then attempting to decide which one is the
best before you pass out. Chinon assures us there is more to it than that but even if there isn't it sounds worth
going to. ¢In answeyr to the rumour that the (@ght-%arsha[[ had been invited to attend, a source at the Citadel
told us; "°If the %}ight-%rsha[[ attends it will be with a full complement of armed troops, and he won't be there
to judge beers".
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Ohe first weeks of Pipetal have seen the winter snows washed away in deluge of rain. Ghe river
“Ishta is still rising and the marshlands have flooded all roads out of the city except the Causeway [eading north
east, and the South East Road out of Oldgate. Ghe (City is becoming increasingly isolated and the River Pow
is now threatening to separate Casthill and Wheathill, although the priests of Brynette have constructed several
“interesting” new footbridges over the waters for the citizens use. Qhe Wellhouse has become particularly
crowded as [ocal villagers seek refuge.

(No help has been forthcoming from the Citadel whose gates have remained firmly closed “for
security reasons" since the departure of the sth ‘Infantry [ast week. G)he turnout of citizens for the 5th CInfantry's
farewell was noticeable for its absence - just a few merchants were waiting outside the gate to travel south with
them. Phe regiment departed in the relentless drizzle through a shuttered and [argely oblivious city.

Ohe death of Councillor Cerern Pencric of Marshgate ward has been announced. Her body was
found in the early hours of the morning by her house servants, (Reports say that she committed suicide using a
dagger belonging to her [ate son. (Neighbours confirm that Cerern, a widow, never entirely recovered from the
murder of her eldest son [ast Heliora. Dhe silk business will be inherited B\z Avrianne, her daugﬁter.

(Oiolence flared in the long-suffering ward of (Dowgate this month as vagabonds from the floating
market mounted yet another raid on the local citizenry. Qhe usually fleet and elusive aliens were this time
caught out by the rising flood waters. Gyrapped on the narrow riverbank between a lone member of the (Kings
(Rangers and the pursuing watch the scum were forced to jump into the river CIshta, where under the bow fire
of the watch they hopefully perished.

Ohe attackers appeared to be a mixture of (Babel and Solistel, and this has rekindled [ocal fears of
a combined attack by the river scum on the City. qRenewed calls for protection from the Citadel, this time backed
by the Aldermen and Jord \Magistrate, were met with a polite refusal. Perhaps the Knight {Marshal is not as
brave as his men?

Captain Kurt' is expected to fully recover from the wound he received during the action.

A small fire which broke out in ‘Ishta ward overnight was quickly contained by [ocal residents and
the appalling weather. Only one building was destroyed (a tavern) and a neighbouring warehouse slightly
damaged. Qhe owner of the tavern, Alex Windrake, is missing presumed dead although no body has been found.
Ohe regulars of the tavern were unavailable when the Chroniclers' reporter visited the area. However a [ocal
resident commented. "CIt's the first fire ‘I've come across which caused sword wounds",

One of the few rumours to make its way outside the Citadels' defences is of the (Princess' fencing
practice. Apparently her (Royal Highness has been surprising everybody with her "natural grace and skill with
a rapier". Would the Chronicle dare to suggest that this might be due to the previous surreptitious training
which we also keep hearing of?

Ohe widely circulating rumour concerning a peasant revolt in Aclea appears to have no credited
source and no available verification. Jhe Chroniclers are somewhat puzzled by the apparent credibility being
given to this news. After all who do you know who's made the journey from Aclea in the last month?
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We open this months Chronicle with the surprise news that Mark the thatcher has had a "most
productive” audience with the (King. Qo fully understand the significance of this event, it is necessary to look
back to his recent return from honeymoon with his new bride Catherine Bergeren. She is the daughter of
Alderman Bergeren, treasurer of the (soldsmiths (suild. Dhe Carpenters (suild is said to be in a state of panic
- ‘watch this space for further developments.

Ohe past few weeks have seen much turmoil and confusion in that bastion of tradition, the
Scriveners (suild. Master Hhomas Harrison (their elderly treasurer) was seemingly inspired by the springtime
festivities to e[ope with his assistant, (Miss QV(agno[ia Williams, [eaving behind his wife and c[aughter. A
spokesman for the (suild revealed that he was well-known for "working late at the office”, subsequently falling
asleep “from the strain of the job". Young Miss Magnolia frequently devoted her time to “easing (Master
Jarrison's burden”,

Ohe two eased themselves out of the guild a scant two weeks before the elections caused by the
death, over winter, of the guildmaster and his deputy. (suild affairs are currently in confusion despite attempts
6\3 junior members, notab[y Pavid Q\Lqrthropp, (lﬁchard Nixon and ()ictor (Egg[eston, to ﬁ[[ suc[c[en[\z vacant
posts. Master (Northropp is tipped to do well in the coming election.

Ohe ward of (Marshgate was rocked by an explosion [ate [ast week. Qhe home of one Jalus
Snapdragon (Master Apothecary) was almost totally destroyed when “one of his preparations got a [ittle out of
hand". My Snapdragon is recovering in the Gyorian Hemple.

Bern Morgan, the eldest son of (srantham, is also recovering in the Gyemple of Gyorus from
unspecified injuries. A widespread rumour that he was seriously wounded in a duel with Arianne Pencric is
being denied by the {Morgans.

Ohe first arrivals in port this year were the naval vessels "Spirit of Fire" and “"Wandals
Retribution”, Ghese ships had successfully completed the arduous journey from the South carrying men of the
Kings 7th ‘Infantry, who will replace the sth CInfantry at the Citadel. Some of the battle-hardened troops
described the trip as the worst part of their three year war.

Sir William (Ruthven was one of the first people to [eave the City once the floods subsided. An
unattributed source at the Citadel commented "Well ‘es off back to wherever ‘e come from. I hears 'is Jady
Charlotte ain't too pleased with 'im trying to skewer Sir (Boece”.
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We open this month with the news that for the first time in over 30 years a new (suild Charter has
been granted. ast week \Marc Bergeren was formally summoned to the citadel where the (King granted him
the right to form a (suild of Qhatchers. Hhe news has thrown the Council into turmoil. How many members
will the guild have?, will they be eligible to join the councilQ, who will they side with??, will the carpenters
drinks evenings become less extravagant.....

Ohe Carpenters refused to comment on rumours that the\Z will cha[[enge the [ega[it\z of the charter,
however Sheriff Courtney seems to be spending a [ot of time at the QHemple of Hahn. PHhe question on
ever\zone's mind at the moment is - will (ax defend the thatchers, and 1f hie does, who will the Hahnites put up
against him?Q

Ohe Scriveners have sorted out their problems, and have elected avid Northropp as their
(Guildmaster. Master Northropp is thought to be none too pleased * with the {Mercers backing of his opponent
Richard (Nixon, and frantic behind the scenes attempts are being made to stop the Scriveners joining the grocers
and cornmongers faction. Meanwhile the (intners and (Brewers & Fostellers have settled their longstanding
differences and [eft their relative factions to build a closer relationship between the two guilds’, Not as close as

Sandra (Key and Malcolm (Mowbray one hopes.

Ohe eyiathon (flagship of the growing Warin fleet) finally made it into port this month. Phe
Jeyiathon's attempt to be the first merchantman into Jinrodeth for the third year running ended miserably when
she sustained ‘serious’ damage in a storm and was forced to put into port further south for repairs. A sailor
commented “without captain Eagleview we would never have [ived. (But then if it wasn't for him we'd never
have been there anyway."
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According to sources within the higher echelons of the council, dord Chief Magistrate Raphael
Oritz-Simmons is sounding people out over a new concept. Apparently he plans a "Reform of the electoral
system, which will stabilise the government of the city, ensure 8ood, efﬁcient government and save money.”

(Most of the (nga[ fami[\z has retired to its summer [odge at (Easthaga, taking a detachment of the
second cavalry regiment as household guard. qRumour has it that the Queen is not impressed with the discipline
of the seventh infantry regiment and has placed her famous rose garden out of bounds. GHhe Queens opinion
appears to be shared by many city watchmen, perhaps others areas may be placed off limits?
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of the month of Setheran in the year 138

Ohis years Midsummer Grair was blessed with bright sunshine and a [ight breeze. Grat Sal once
again took the wrestling purse, although she was very nearly beaten by the much younger Grendus (sraf of
Portsoken. GYhe Coopers and (Brewers easily retained the Stone Cup. Dheir Captain Councillor Carl Marc
strongly denied rumours that the team would be splitting up next year.

Ohis year the King has not permitted his forces to compete in the competitions, which have
therefore been much more open. However his Mgjesty did attend the festival this year and presented many of
the prizes himse[f. Ohe Nchery contest was the on[\z major disappointment of the fair, with performances well
below the expected standards. Ghe mysterious failure of Miranda Andrews and many other senior members of
the Bowvyers (suild to attend cannot have helped.

Ohe day after the festival His {Mgjesty issued the following proclamation.

"Be it known that His Mgjesty (King dmund is seriously displeased by the failure of the citizens
of dinrodeth to fulfil their duty to train for war. Any citizen who by the last day of (Menderal has not
demonstrated the ability to hit a standard target at a range of 30 yards with six arrows in [ess than 5 minutes
will be fined the sum of five shillings."

Ohe battle between the GYhatchers and the Carpenters seems to be hotting up. Hhe Carpenters have
formally challenged the G)hatchers' right to immediately operate a guild monopoly. PJhey have suggested that
instead an interim system should be established whereby the Qhatchers guild would be administered by a
committee of interested parties until the Qhatchers have had the time to develop the sophistication and skill to
operate an effective and fair guild. Mark the G)hatcher commented to the Chronicle: "We have not fought for
our own guild just so that it can be run by the people who've been oppressing us for the last century. ‘I have taken
legal advice and although there is a precedent for their plan, it bears [ittle relation to the present situation. I will
ﬁght them all the way on this, and a[though the\z may get the Jaw on their side, f]ustice will be on mine."

ohe Jord Chief Magistrate Raphael Fitz-Simmons has now released details of his plan for
electoral reform. CIt appears to consist chiefly of shifting the annual election of Jord Chief Magistrate to the
Spring instead of the Autumn, thus making the choices for the Sﬁeriﬂ’s election more obvious and, incidenta[[y,
avoiding the need for his own re-election for another six months,

Ohe ward of Marshgate is this month afflicted with a sweating fever which has already claimed
[ives. Qhe Gyorian priests are Warning peop[e to avoid the area unless their business is urgent, however the\z
have not yet decided to apply to the Council for quarantine permission.
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A major row is brewing between the wards of Welland and Shambles. GYhe residents of Shambles
living South of the (Kingsway have suggested that they ought to be included in the Welland ward. Dheir leader,
Pella Sarth, explained further, "We in the south (Kingsway area do most of our business with residents of
Welland and have far more in common with them than with the butchers of Shambles. Ghe (Kingsway is a
natural boundary and its high time this anomaly was sorted out." Alderman (Belcher of Shambles commented
that he had "ittle time for the manoeuvrings of the ‘Welland council" and saw no need for change.

©he Jord Raphael Fritz-Simmon’s plans for electoral reform have been accepted by the Council in
an almost uncontested debate. “It would seem that nobody wanted to speak against what is a sensible and

worthwhile reform.

Ohe Carpenters (suild have announced that Pendentite Antonius Cyan-orius of the Femple of
Hahn will formally contest the right of the Qhatchers to form a (suild. he case will come before the Courts
next month. A rather smug Mark (Bergeren announced that (sax the Heretic will be acting on the thatchers
behalf. “It would seem that the Hahnites top [awyer is in for a rough time.
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Ohe ward of Marshgate has now been declared 'safe’ by the priests of the Gyemple of G)orus.
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Ohe public galleries of the Court of ‘Justice has been packed all week to witness the contention
between (sax the Heretic and Pendentite Antonious Cyan-orius. Ghe legal battle is being hard fought on
both sides. Qhe two [awyers are presenting their cases with great knowledge and eloquence in what has
sometimes seemed like a personal contest of skill to which we are ignorant and unworthy observers, “If you have
not yet been to see what is possibly the greatest display of the legal art to take place this generation then I suggest
you join the queues.

Ohe social occasion of the civic year - the Higharvestide (Ball - was noticeable mainly for its lack
of incidents, 4s the music rose and the co[ourfu[, g[ittering crowd swirled around the (sreat Hall it seemed that
the plagues, floods and wars that have troubled the city had not touched these people.

orom the (Royal Court, Jady Sapphire arrived daringly dressed (or almost dressed) on the arms
of Councillor Castlemaine. \Miranda Andrews, still working on the highly confidential defence project, was seen
deep in discussion with the Armourer, Qlnorth ()exter. (Rgg Marec, dressed e[egant[\z in stark black, became the
centre of attention of many of the ladies. Jord Raphael, of course, was the centre of the political discussions of
the evening.

Reports of large numbers of demon worshippers in the area south of the (sreat Grens are being
denied by the Jord of (Burbage; "A small group of Agial worshippers was discovered in the area near Emlett,
but they have been dealt with and are un[ikc[y to trouble anyone again, at (east in this [ife.“

Alderman Csenbard of “Welland has intervened in the boundary dispute between Welland and
Shambles. ¢In a letter to the Chronicle he stated "I have spoken with the (South (Kingsway) group, and see it as
entirely proper for me to do so. However Alderman (Belcher’s insinuation that I am somehow behind this
group, manipulating it for my own ends, is completely without foundation and frankly seems somewhat
paranoid. Alderman (PBelcher should be [ooking to the way his ward is governed; not bfaming external factors.
Ohe differences in the natures of our two wards are quite apparent and I am in complete sympathy with the
citizens of Shambles who want to come under a more effective council.”

Alderman (Belcher was unavailable for comment as he was busy attempting to have Alderman
Sparman censored for allegedly [ibelling him. Dhe action was unsuccessful but perhaps Alderman Belcher
needed the practice.

Qutside of the councils the situation has been worsening. Ghe watches of the two wards have been
seen exchanging insults over the contested boundary; and in a rather tasteless incident, blood and entrails were
strewn over the doorway of the (Pancing Bear, the one inn in the area.
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Pendentite Fasmine Beauvaire, Priestess of Hahn, has ofﬁcia[[\z announced that the (Princess
Eleanor will be attending the Gyemple’s new Jaw School upon its completion next year. We understand that the
princess will have her own suite of rooms in the main temple for security reasons. Pendentite Jasmine went on
to assure us that the Princess would otherwise be treated [ike any other novice.

Ohe civic funeral for the late Alderman (seoffrey Morris was held [ast month and many hundreds
of citizens attended despite the cold weather. (Before lighting the pyre, dord Fritz-Simmons delivered a moving
eulogy, and the respectful fush was broken only by some rather tasteless [aughter from Councillor (exter.
ater, the Wardmoot oJ‘ @zmp[e appointec[ the cornmonger Sofm Emberson as their new Alderman, in a
surprisingly uncontested debate.

Ohe deteriorating weather has bought a [ast flurry of caravans off the trade routes. ‘News from the
southern mountains tell of the (selt l[aunching a sudden attack on many of the armies stores. (saining surprise and
attacking with their usual ferocity, the tribesmen inflicted heavy [osses on many detachments. ‘It was noted that
in each case the tribesmen chose to encumber themselves with substantial amounts of grain during their retreat.

Qur star reporter Chinon has been kept busy this month with two major parties to keep track of.
Ohe first, a noisy, beer-swilling affair lasting several days and involving half of Welland, appeared to be in
honour of the birth of the youngest member of the Marcs family. GYhe second was a wine-tasting party and an
altogether more dignified affair hosted by the elderly Armundus Septer at the Scriveners (suildhall, and
attended by many notable citizens including Alderman Elliot Sparman.

(Now it appears that associations of this kind can have unfortunate effects as, not a fortnight later,
Master Septer is accused of Qreachery and is himself required to attend a Hearing. We understand that the
Hearing will be before Sheriff Paston Courtney at the Witanmoot during Kryll. Certain nameless councillors
have suggested that Armundus’ Hearing has been going for years,

(IQ,en po[itica[ observers may note that many previous[\z dormant councillors are beginning to stir

themselves into action, having noticed the approaching Midwinter elections. Only 45 more backstabbing days
until Yuletide!

(Oanessa St Tawrence would be pleased to receive any information leading to the recovery of a
small bronze casket stolen [ast Monday. (No intrinsic but great sentimental value. A small reward is offered.
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Ohe Armundus Septer Hearing was held before Sheriff Courtney early this month in a packed
room at the Witanmoot. Master Septer, Recorder for the Court of Common (Council, was accused of
@”eacher\z, but signiﬁcant[y the main witness refused to repeat the accusation under oath. A number of
Jevestone householders, including fellow councillor (Malcolm (Mowbray, then testified to (Master Septer's
upstanding and [aw-abiding nature. Sheriff Courtney concluded that the rumours were without substance and
dismissed the allegations. PHhe Tevestone Alderman, Martin (Key, [ater spoke to our reporter outside the court.
‘He deeply abhorred this attempt to denigrate Armundus’ character just before the coming elections, and hoped
that the remaining days of the election campaign would be without further incident.

Shinannon, the Wellkeeper of the JHemple of Paleth, has sent messages to the Citadel and to
Alderman Qholin, Chairman for Jands and Agricu[ture, warning that excessive grain has been sold oﬁ to
merchants by irresponsible [andowners. Many complaints are reaching her from the surrounding countryside,
describing granaries inadequately stocked against the coming winter.

Events in the Welland/Shambles border dispute have taken a bizarre turn with the behaviour of
Erik 'DQhe Singer' Pragonsbane, owner of the blood-daubed "Pancing Pear". Ignoring completely the
political wrang[ings of his councillors, our proprietor set out, apparent[«z to trace the donor of the entrails, Erik
has since been seen collecting entrails and wrestling pigs across the city.

‘In a dramatic intervention, Hhe Archimandrite of the Gyemple of Hahn has adjourned the
Carpenters vs Ohatchers court case. ﬂ)resenting a writ J’rom the Cl@}g, the Apchimandrite told the assembled
citizens that those wishing to be considered as Craftmaster of the new Qhatchers' (suild should present
themselves to the f@}g at the hunting [oc[ge‘ come the Springtide restival, App[icants are required to Bring the
tools of the trade, and will be required to demonstrate their skill.

(5ax the Heretic is appealing for donations of food and firewood to help the city orphans survive
the winter. “With thick snow covering most of the (Barc[sgate site, the orphanage has removed to (Han[ey (Barn,
where all donations should be sent.
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Scandals continue to brew in the turbulent ward of Jevestone where Malcolm Mowbray has
formally accused \Matthew ixon of attempted blackmail. Ghe blackmailing apparently concerned some old
debts which (unhappily for Cllr (Dixon) are fully paid off. Cllr Beatrice Perignon then came forward to bear
witness that she had overheard the incident (how we wonder). Hhe Hearing takes place before Alderman
Martin Key next Qhursday and Cllr (Mowbray has already contacted the Gyemple of Fahn concerning the

prosecuting [awyer for the subsequent trial.

Ohe Knjght-Marshall has been forced to send troops through the snow to restore order in nearby
villages after fighting broke out around the granaries. Some villages have already run out of food and G)he
Wellkeeper reports severe shortages throughout the countryside. (espite several pleas the Cornmongers (suild
continues to hold its stockpile and many citizens are [aying in their own store for the winter.

Orurther east the harsh winter has forced bandits out of the hills in search of food and shelter.
Several manors in the (savelkinden area are rumoured to have been raided, although the true extent of the
problem may not be discovered until spring.

Ohe Chronicle would [ike to welcome two new Aldermen after the Midwinter elections: Susan
Oraithside for Awvigon, and Qlivia Warin of QJemple ward. A surprise result is the announcement from
Bassishaw that Marc (Bergeren has been elected councillor as a member of the Dhatchers guild. Naturally the
Carpenters are contesting the [egality of this. It is also noted that Cllr \Mobile' Mowbray, previously a member
oJ‘ two other J‘actions, is now setting up fiis own group.

Ohe @rincess (Eleanor was recent[\z seen to be dressed in deepest mourning, a[though nobody
appears to be sure for whom. All members of the royal family are reported to be in full health.

Early rising citizens (or sleepless students) may have noticed a duel fought outside Pardsgate
earfier this month. Marc (Bergeren’s erratic brilliance was slowly worn down by the consistency of Matthew
(Dixon. Marc eventually conceded after sustaining a messy wound. Perhaps Cllr Mowbray should try to do
better

Ohe Chronicle would request citizens not to play Pooh Sticks with the frozen beggars from the
newly repaired bridge. Several Watermen have had to avoid these navigation hazards at very short notice, and
the [ocal fishermen are also becoming upset.
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Ohis month sees the 'Corn (Crisis' worsening and the price of bread rising. Qhe situation is not
helped by the fact that a new Chairman of dands & Agriculture has yet to be elected. Against a background of
increasing complaints and reports of rioting at a Baker\Z in CIshtan, the initiative was taken b\Z Councillor Reg
Marc, who attempted to persuade the Cornmongers to release their stockpile of grain. Qhe attempt failed but
Councillor Malcolm (Mowbray [ater managed to force an emergency debate on the crisis. Called at short notice,
there were many councillors absent, but the motion to purchase the grain store with the City funds was passed by
120 votes to 7. Speaking for the motion were (Cllrs Marc, Mowbray, Septer and (Pevon. Protests were then
heard from the Cornmongers (inevitably) and also surprisingly from Sheriff Paston Courtney, who led the
Carpenters in a "no" vote.

Ohe Hearing against Matthew [ixon in Jevestone has been held before Sheriff (Kennet Maxil.
Cllr Malcolm Mowbray had accused Cllr [)ixon of attempted blackmail, and Cllr (Beatrice Perignon testified
that she had witnessed the "disgraceful” attempt. A number of senior Master (Carpenters then testified that
Matthew (ixon had been present in their (suildhall at the time in question, and could not have been the
blackmailer. Amid outcry from the public gallery, Sheriff (Maxil dismissed the allegation on the assumption that
an imposter had been at work. Cllr {Mowbray, [ooking deeply shocked, [ater stated that he knew (Cllr )ixon
very well, and could not have been mistaken,

Rumours sweeping the city indicate that a draft will be imposed on the mercenaries currently
overwintering here, presumably to boost the depleted 7th ‘Infantry. ‘Wealthy guildmembers have already been
feeling the pinch as an emergency tax has been imposed specifically to fund the (selt war. Precisely which
regiment(s) will be sent south remains confused, as much of the citadel's complement has been sent out to the
villages to maintain the (King's law. Rumour from the countryside (probably unfounded) is that they are having
only [imited success.

A body was found in silt land [ast week. Dhe body had been mutilated and the woman, who was
known to have criminal connections, is believed to have been the victim of a feucf between two of the criminal
groups in the city. Qhe Portsoken watch has been increased and neighbouring wards are asked to increase their
vigilance.

Ohe incidence of c[ue[[ing in the city is on the increase, the latest was rumoured to have been fought
between Rayburn Syields (apprentice Chandler of (Bardsgate) and (sraythorn Jance (a student bard). G)he duel
was apparent[\z over gu[ia ClQ[)[cac[e, a [ac[y of their acquaintance. At her insistence the duel was fought with
snowballs. “It is believed that My fields will recover from his injuries.
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Vith the so[ving of the corn crisis our councillors seem to have settled in for a quiet spring, well
some of them at [east. Councillor Matthew ([)ixon of Ueyestone, fresh from his duel with {Marc the GYhatcher
and his court battle with (Malcolm (Mowbray, seems unable to stay out of trouble. Apparently our respected
councillor got into an argument with Councillor Ellis (Pevon of Graringdon whilst they were having a few jars'
in the Empty Parrel. Hhe two men came to blows and were quickly dragged apart by other councillors,
however the men could not be pacified and a duel will take place next month.,

Ohere were ugly scenes [ast week when some mercenaries attempted to resist His (Mgjesty's
summons to service. Several taverns, inc[uc[ing the O-alcon, the Q)ancing (Bear and the Spirming Sow,
witnessed mass brawls as patrons were required to prove citizenship. darge numbers of the Seventh ‘Infantry,
[ooking far from convalescent, reinforced this late night ca[[-up. Of those ‘rounded up', many were released the
following morning. G)he remainder are understood to have been recruited into the Seventh CInfantry.

More scandal within the Apothecaries (suild, where Q)illy Gralgar of Welland is being investigated
by Guildmaster Samantha Cox following the death of Elsania Dawson of Cartage, one of (suildmember
Oralgar's customers, ‘When interviewed by the Chronicle Camilla (Dawson stated, "\Mother was fine until she
took her regular dose of Gralgar's preparation, and ten minutes [ater she was dead. °If the (Guild doesn't take
some action then we will." _4 young spokesman for the Apothecary could only say that since receiving the news
Miss Jralgar had gone "all pale and interesting”.

Jord %phae[, in response to popu[ar demand, is encouraging focal watches to ‘crackdown on
crime’, Anyone noting suspicious activity in their vicinity is asked to report it at once to their local Alderman.
Jord (Rgphae[ stated "Ohere is on[\z one way we will make our cit\z safe, and that's through concerted action, It
is the duty of every citizen to be wary and to support their [ocal watch.” Gyhe Chroniclers note without comment
that the City's {Inner Council is due to vote this month on the appointment of the next ford of the City.

Ohe first day of (salemir saw the accidental death of Anton Morris in a duel against Olnorth
PDexter. Witnesses say that young Anton was an inept duellist and that he was Killed by his own recklessness.
Ohe Chronicle c[ep[orcs the current foo[harc[\z fashion among the young of cha[[enging J’or sport, and requests all
citizens to discourage duelling as a way of settling minor disputes.



The Chronicle
of the month of Pipetal in the year 139

Ohe spring thaw has arrived, and with it many refugees from the surrounding domains. Ghe main
through roads have become filled with homeless families and Jord Raphael has now ordered the city gates
closed to all but those with business or relatives in the city. Ohe city watches, a[readxz at double strength from (ast
month, are said to be coping with the situation, although the 7th CInfantry have taken over duty at the gates. {Most
foocf suppliers have now closed down, but Jord Raphael has assured the Chronicle that the city still retains
enough corn to feed its citizens.

(Be\zonc[ the city, many refugees speak of bandits raiding the vi[[ages and manors, especia[[y a[ong
the Chineway and (savelkinden areas. (Both the {Mercers and (srossers are organising large caravans to avoid
trouble, and merchants are advised to contact these guilds if they are thinking of travelling Cast.

King Edmund has summoned Uord Raphael and Aldermen Rimon, Fraithside and Horl to a short
interview at the Citadel. A[l four refused to comment afterwards, but His Mgjesty has since left the city
accompanied by most of the 2nd Cavalry and travelling upriver. Princess Lleanor is at the Fahn FHemple,
where she is now residing and studying at the newly re-opened Jaw School. Ghe Queen has taken ship to
Sa[voxzn, where preparations are starting for a roya[ reception on {Dragonfeast. g)rince (quan is also said to
have [eft the Citadel for the ‘Wealden area, along with an undisclosed number of rangers. Sources describe the
Citadel as "quiet - too damn quiet." Qheir Mgjesties have given notice that the thatching contest has been
postponed until Harvest.

Apothecary Gralgar, after an extensive and unconventional guild investigation, has been cleared of
all blame in the murder of Elsania (Pawson. the investigation ended with the arrest of a dockland thug who has
since been tried and executed. After suitable interrogation.

Ohe duel between (llrs Ellis Pevon and Matthew Pixon ended with Cllr Pevon being taken to
the Qyorian inﬁrmarxz, serious[xz ill. Cllr Pixon attacked with [ethal skill and, had his [uck matched his intent,
would have Killed his opponent. Grellow members of the Common Council refused to comment on these tactics,
but a number of anonymous ditties featuring the "Crimson Councillor" have begun to be heard around

Bardsgate.

Ohe Springtide Grestival approaches and many celebrations are being planned, although the
traditional tossing of buns from the Witanmoot steps has been cancelled for fear of a riot. Ghe street singing and
colour dancing will continue, and no doubt the peal of Hahnite bells will deafen everyone as usual. During the
celebrations the Aldermen will be gathering to cast their votes for the new city overlord. dord Raphael has
gained a strong start by becoming part of Armundus Septer's powerful group. Can either of the two challengers
organise an effective campaign? Paston (Courtney's party manager is the brilliant but erratic PHhomas
Castlemaine, whereas (Kennet Maxil is relying on the ubiquitous Reg Marc. Will they split the uncommitted
vote?
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Ohe results for the election for Overford of the City were:

Raphael Fitz-Simmons 13 votes,
Paston Courtnexz 5 votes,

(Kennet \Maxil 3 votes.
So once again Armundus and his band of merrie men have routed the opposition. {Meanwhile for
the Castle Bard Aldermanship:
Alison Shefford 148 votes,
Jeonard Gyholin 57 votes,
Ellis T)evon 16 votes
Pre-election rumours concerning Cllr (Devon's demise were much exaggerated and may adversely
have affected his results on the day.

Susan Graithside and (sibian Horl appear to be co-operating in solving the corn crisis. Alderman
Horl swiftly commandeered all ships in harbour and shipped [arge numbers of peasants south, beyond the crisis
area. Alderman Sraithside is organising those remaining into refugee camps, and anticipated having sufﬁcient
corn once the ships return.

(During the long wait the peasants are certainly not going to get bored. Jord Raphael has already
[aid on a very entertaining hunting party (sans picnic) and Alderman (Rimon is dispersing posses [eft, right and
centre, @articipants agreed that it keeps one very hea[tﬁ\z, provided one stays out of the way of the (lQr}g and the
2nd Cavalry who are also hunting bandits in the area.

Ohe Crimson Councillor appears to have finally overstepped his mark this month. Cllr Perignon,
after detailed investigation, has unearthed details of Cllr (Pixon’s treacherous dealings. (Demands that this man
resign and be made to answer for his crimes are even now sweeping the city. Qur reporter was there when the
Jeyestone watch arrived to arrest the man on a charge of dawlessness. Although Matthew (ixon at first tried
to pretend mistaken identity, watch member Malcolm Mowbray (who'd heard that one before) was having none
of it. ‘Matthew (Djixon’s trial next month will be judged by Jord Raphael. Cllr (Beatrice Perignon is understood
to be appearing as the main witness.

A civic ball was held [ast week to celebrate Jord Raphael’s re-election as Yord of the city. Dhis
[avish event was preceded by a ‘mega-hunt’ whereby Cord (Raphael attempted to organise all the peasants and
mercenaries into a massive hunting party. ded by the Jord and many trumpeting horns the mob disappeared off
into the countryside and succeeded in terrifying all the wildlife for miles around. However enough food was
collected to enable the banquet to continue.

At the banquet Jord Raphael spent most of his time with young upcoming councillor G)iliniel
Oralgar, who seems to have charmed her way into his affections. Matthew (ixon at one point engaged the Jord
in a discussion about (5ibian Forls corn crisis solution, but the ord's attention quick[\z returned to (Miss
Oalgar. Meanwhile Malcolm (Mowbray was being less than tactful about the mega-hunt, his scathing
description of this “product of senile dementia” resulted in him being pointedly ignored by Jord Raphael and
even more pointedly challenged to a duel by Elliot Sparman. Olnorth (Dexter's table joined in the barracking by
decrying Suzan Graithside's chairmanship, but things seem to have got a [ittle out of hand and _Alderman
Oraithside has accused them of Scandalous (Behaviour.
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(Romance seems to have been the in occupation this month; GYhomas (Castlemaine's pursuit of the
Jady Sapphire has been conspicuous by its failure and it would appear that the once dashing councillor, having
lost the [ady of his dreams, has turned to drink and despair.

Samantha Cox has also been pursued relentlessly by both (PDuncan (Barnett and (sibian Horl.
Alderman Cox appears to be thoroughly enjoying both the sparkling wit of Duncan Barnett, and the trappings
of success provided by man of the month (5ibian Horl. Which will be successful in winning her heart is up for
debate, but as Samantha said herse[f“when two wonderfu[ men chose to entertain you, on[\z a foo[ would choose
between them". Qhe chaperoning actions of her ‘sugar daddy' Armundus Septer seem to have met with [ittle
success, and indeed the ofld man has often found himse[f [eft behind in this whirlwind of romance,

“It was a solemn and distinguished court that gathered before Clord Raphael Tritz-Simmons to
Jjudge Matthew ixon, lately councillor of Uevestone Ward, on the charge of Uawlessness and Gyreachery. Cllr
Beatrice Perignon appeared as the main witness, having investigated and gathered evidence on (ixon's
dealings during the month of Pipetal. Other witnesses also appeared, one backing Cllr Perignon’s statements,
and one backing (Dixon’s denials of the same. Jord Raphael’s summing up was as follows: "Matthew ixon is a
well-liked and respected resident of Uevestone ward, and a hardworking member of the (suild of Carpenters.
CIn recent months he seems to have borne the brunt of a number of a[[egations, and I note that the evidence
presented here is conflicting and by no means conclusive. ‘I must repeat that all citizens are innocent until proven
guilty.” (Despite this warning the court found ex-(llr (Pixon guilty as charged. Matthew ([)ixon was sentenced
to [ife imprisonment.

Ohe recent duel between (Malcolm Mowbray and Elliot Sparman lacked the sparkle and flair that
we have become used to in recent months. (Indeed compared with the brilliant display produced by the Crimson
Councillor, this months clash was positively embarrassing in its execution. Ghey met at dawn and, after a
number oj” minutes edging around, ﬁna[[y [unged at each other. (Blood was drawn on both sides and a rather

relieved pair of councillors agreecf that honour had been satisﬁed and headed off to the nearest pub for a stilff
drink,

Preparations for JHEL event of the year are already underway as the city begins to prepare for
the 18th birthday celebrations of Her (Royal Highness the Princess Eleanor. “nitial rumours that the event will
be held within the Apchimandrite's Ta[ace have been conﬁrmec[, and many notables of the cit\z are attempting to
gain invites (without any success). Qhe most honoured guests of the ball will be; Prince Kpalid al-Kabeshi of
Qrissa, Trince g)haros (Qrandreos of %}run, @rince (]Q)m"ad vagn ClQ}rsBaek of Garth and uke
Alexander Calverin of Cascorach, all of whom hope to win the Princess' hand (and her not inconsiderable
dowr\z) in marriage. Ohe ball promises to be the most spectacu[ar[y (avish bash yet seen, and the (@}9 has
imposed a special tax in order to pay for it all,
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Orade in qinrodeth is rapidly grinding to a halt as more and more merchants make their way south
for the Rovyal Pragonfeast at Salvoyn. Even the docks are unusually quiet and [ook set to become entirely
deserted by the time of the Midsummer fair. Many (uilds are worried by their sudden drop in income and are
calling for action from the City Council. ‘Within the [ast week the problem has been made worse by news of a
heavy tariff imposed by the Jadies of Salvoyn on foreign merchants. (Both these problems fall squarely in the lap
of James senbard, the Chairman of Qrade, who is even now arranging urgent talks with Samantha Cox and

Alan Griffiths.

Elsewhere in the city Mrs Maud PBlessop has been facing some severe criticism after her
slanderous attack on Alderman Suzan Graithside. ‘In an informal meeting with her own Alderman, Martin
(Key, Mrs Blessop was fined £3 and informed of ord Raphael's decision to ban her from future civic balls,
Earlier demands for a full trial seem to have been dropped.

JQinrodeth’s spring romances appear to have wilted in the heat of summer. After [ast months
entanglements Alderman Samantha Cox has been deserted by both her [overs. (sibian Forl has even [eft the city
entirely; boarding a southbound trade ship. Ofd man Septer is, of course, visibly reflieved. Ghomas Castlemaine,
jilted fover of the courtier Jady Sapphire, is made of sterner stuff. Often this past month he has been seen
beneath the royal apartments of the Hahnite Gyemple, serenading his beloved and persistently sending gifts of
ﬂowers, jewc[[ery and rare perfumes. MHe caused considerable consternation among the Hahnite Priesthood
when it was suddenly realised that he was courting, not the Jady Sapphire, but the young Princess herself.
Shortly thereafter Cllr Castlemaine made his first foray over the Gyemple wall and was duly detained by the
(Guards. A spokesman for the Archimandrite stated that he would not be released until after the Princess' Pall.

Ohis has been a bumper month for snoopers and gossipmongers with investigation after investigation
Whispering its way through the Witanmoot. (Now far be it from the Chroniclers to spoi[ any councillor's fun, but
shouldn't they really be spending our hard-earned taxes on solving the city's problems?

Meanwhile the hot weather has been adversely affecting Malcolm Mowbray's judgement. Once
again our righteous young councillor has got into a quarrel and must now meet Efliott Anderson in a duel. He
seems to be trying to don the mantle of the departed Crimson Councillor; it is suggested that perhaps he should
start by improving his duelling technique?

Coming Soon - a special Chronicle supplement on the Princess’ (Ball.



The Chronicle
of the Princess’ Pall

On the 23™ day of the month of Menderal 139, the Princess Eleanor's 18" PBirthday Ball was held
in the Qemple of Hahn. Ghe Archimandrite’'s Hall of Munificent Hospitality, newly redecorated in white and
gold, echoed to the sound of the Royal Court and the music of the Master (Bards. At eight of the clock most of
the suitors were introduced to Her Royal Highness; all but (PDuke Alexander managing an elegant and
ﬁamboyant bow. JHer CHigFmess carefu[[xz ignored the (Duke’s Handshake and turned to greet Prince Pharos,
who had been delayed for an assortment of reasons.

(ifts and compliments were then exchanged with the Princess, but guests seem to be having some
trouble with the E@)d\g in C\Vaiting. %d\g (Caroline managed several snubs at Duke Alexander’s expense, [aughed
at Prince Pharos’ gift and swore loudly before retiring to deal with her [apdog, which had unaccountably
become sick. On her return several other guests excused themselves, starting a mysterious bout of interest in the
dog's health, which [asted for much of the evening.

Aunother topic of mutual interest was trade, upon which all Princes except Konrad of (sarth
managed to exchange contracts during the evening. ‘It is believed that the Hahnite priest, Pendentite Edward
de PBelleme, collected significant donations for his hard work in finalising these contracts. Not unnaturally these
discussions tended to distract guests away J”rom the Princess, who became progressive[y less pleased with
events, After chatting with Jady Caroline for several minutes she acidly reminded guests that it was her
birthday. Her potential suitors leapt into attendance and Tady Caroline excused herself to check on the dog.

Meanwhile Pendentite Cdward was having a [ess successful time. Having exchanged icy words
with a priest of another deity - Esprayenna - he [eft to speak with Jady Caroline, who was by then attempting
to grab a scrap of parchment that Jord ‘lzzat had removed from her pet's sickbed. Pendentite Cdward firmly
ushered guests out, intending to have a quiet word or three. Shortly thereafter guests heard a thud against the
door and a rattling of the doorhandle. A G)emple (suard kept onlookers away as a harassed-looking (Cdward
extracted himself from the room and explained that the dady Caroline was distraught by her dogs illness.

Back at the ball, the Princess was circulating amongst the guests, having noticed that (Prince
Kaalid and uke Alexander were monopolising her time. She discovered Prince (Konrad in a quiet corner,
and a few minutes later dismissed her bodyguard for a while. Much encouraged, Prince Konrad was
persuading her to take a cosy stroll in the gardens, when tady Caroline and “Jan Ostern both appeared and
provided a sufficient delay for the bodyguard to re-appear. We have since heard that the road running past the
garden wall was crowded with Prince (Konrad's men and Gyemple (suards at the time.

Ohe ﬂ)rincess returned to the ball until, tired of interrupting trade deals, and depressec[ [J\Z the fact
none of the Princes had proposed to her personally, she retired early. Her Highness thus missed the subsequent
unc[ip[omatic cxchcmge between Trince @haros of ClQ)mm and Trince Cl{h)a[id of Qrissa; where @rince %a[ic[
accused (Kerun of stealing State (Regalia, and Prince Pharos accused rissa of [ying through his teeth.
@endentite Edward intervened to prevent a mqjor incident on Athion’s soil, but we have learnt that the two
countries have since declared war,
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Linrodeth

Jinrodeth is the second-largest port and the
capital of the (Kingdom of Athion.

Jinrodeth’s wealth is based upon its vigorous
Orade (suilds, which over the years created an
unusually [iterate
craftsmen and shopkeepers. G)hese (suilds men and
women are permitted a [imited J"orm of se[f-ru[e, in

return for a suitable tax, under the watchful scrutiny
of the nearby Citadel.

and articulate citizenr\z of

Ohe port and docks below the bridge over the
River CIshtan are the [ifeblood of the city and
increasingly, the city is coming to rely on its seafaring
traders and merchant navy to increase its prosperity.

Oor administrative purposes, the city is
divided into 21 wards. At Midwinter the
householders of each ward elect 12 councillors and an
Alderman to represent their ward on the city
council. G)hese representatives must be guildmembers
as ‘well as householders and, because politics is an
expensive and time-consuming business, most are
actively sponsored by their guilds. Ghe city guilds are
granted a monopoly on their trade, and many citizens
are members of one. Q)he city has many popular
markets as well as the shops.

Once elected the ward representatives take
their place on the Court of Common (Council which
sits in the Witanmoot at the heart of the city. Here
they are drawn into the complex and chaotic political
arena, riven as it is with factiona[ism, feuc[ing,
intrigue, bribery and occasional reforms. G)o
everyone's surprise, most prob[ems get sorted out
eventually. CInterested citizens can catch up on the
[atest news about their councillors in G)he [atest issue

of Ohe Chronicle.

JQinrodeth is blessed with several major
temples, and many countless minor cults. Ghe major
religions include: Hahn (law and justice), FPorus
(healing), Paleth (earth and growth), Esprayenna
(sea and self-reliance) and Prynette (fire and
construction). Of these religions, the ‘Wellhouses of
Paleth and the Smithies of (Brynette are most likely
to be found in rural villages.

Also resident in the city are the students of
the Bards’ College. Dhe college is a squat, rambling
structure in the easternmost covrner of the city, which
is rumoured to pre-date the city itself. ‘It produces
very J"ew bards, but many musicians, poets and
scholars of all types. Qheir entertainments, and
occasional serious work, are the source of much
vexation for their neighbours.

On the north shore of the (River Ishtan are
the civilian shipbuilding yards and stinking tanneries.
0o the west, 3 miles further down the estuary, fies
the military harbour of (Kingsport where the Gleet is
based.

(Because of the strict guild monopoly in
Jinrodeth, many immigrants and paupers are
reduced to begging and often end up in the river slum
known as the Gloating Market. ‘It has some
advantages. If they can find something floating to [ive
on there is no rent, CIf they can find customers for
their trade there are no guild [aws and no poll tax.
Ohe edges of the market do receive a number of
customers; the boats close to the bridge and the
embankment sell more exotic items as well as strange
and wonderful meals. Dhe [atter areas have even
become a favourite stop for the pleasure boats of the
rich young nobles from the Citadel.
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Ohis years Midsummer Srair on a cloudy and showery day, was subdued in nature, with many
stallholders making ominous comments on the Salvoyn tariffs. Qhe archery competition fortunately showed a
marked improvement over previous years, drawing the comment “adequate” from Sir Salverian. G)he eventual
winner of the gilt arrow was Captain (Kurt, looking fully recovered from the wounds inflicted by the floating
market scum. Ghe Stone Cup was this year won B«Z some surprise outsiders - the co[[ege students, who were
still celebrating well into the following day. Grat Sal retained the pig ~wrestling prize, and although aficionados
spoke wistfully of ®rik the Gringer's stunning new technique, the big man himself was not competing. Jhe day
ended with a formal announcement that the two sheriffs had been re-elected unopposed.

Ohe following day, (Dragonfeast, dawned grey but dry. Hhe Kaight-Marshall and Jord Raphael
Oritz-Simmons held open audiences by the {Mootstone. G)he huge pile of petitions will probably take some time to
clear, although some were granted immediately. Qhese fortunate petitioners included (sax (official founder of
the new orphanage) and (Baron Scrope.

Early in the month the Court of Common Council convened to tackle the problems of civil unrest
and the Salvoyn tariffs. On both subjects Alderman “James CIsenbard gave a lengthy and competent speech
submitting, B«Z way of conclusion, a number of motions for the council to debate in the coming month; one Being a
motion of censure and the others essentially escalating dinrodeth’s own tariffs. Hhese motions were seconded by
Samantha Cox.

(Citizens appear to be reassured by this firm response and no further incidents of protest have been
reported, although the guilds remain wary and secretive. A little over a week after the announcement a reply
was received from Salvoyn via the Envoy, Alan (5riffiths. Salvoyn has agreed to drop the tariffs rather than
compete in an unprofitable tariff war.

Ohe ships (Iselysses' and "Allapsus' continue to dominate the docklands while their owners, (Duke
Alexander and Prince Pharos, await the (King's return. Ghe two failed suitors have already sailed home.
While in port the Allapsus has been suffering from mysterious outbreaks of fires. Ghe guard has been doubled,
but the [ocal watch remain unable to discover the cause of these fires.

Ohe political disaster of the season has descended on lnorth (Dexter while he was relaxing into a
series of informal concerts. dilith Jansdowne has resigned her post as one of his chief lieutenants, returning to
fier old crony, PBeatrice ﬂ)erignon's party. Fler departure has caused so much dissent and confusion that
Oflnorth’s party has shrunk to a tiny faction of its former state. (Disinterested observers have described
Alderman Jansdowne's timing as “impeccable”. Ghe other Alderman on the move this month is (Bert (Belcher,
who has quietly teamed up with the young apothecary QJilly SGalgar. Rumour has it that the worthy
meatmonger remains unconvinced of Ellis (Pevon's recovery. Since his disastrous duel Cllr (P)evon has made
only sporadic forays into public (ife.

QOur [ove-lorn councillor, Ghomas Castlemaine, has been released from his [uxurious detainment in
the Hahnite temp[e. ((,Infortunate[\z, no-one thought to warn him OJ’ an excellent reputation of their cellars and
Kitchens, and he is now suffering from a painful relapse into gout. Elsewhere socialite Poppy Soboll has fallen
heavi[\z for the respectab[e widower Osgeard Punn, An un[ike[y pairing one might have thought‘ still, the
Chroniclers wish them the best of luck.

Best news of the month is that the floating market has been broken up by the (Noord [iving there.
Ohe [arﬂe, mysterious structure built in the centre of the market was revealed as a [ongsﬁip when the (Noord
stepped the mast and rigged a colourful patchwork sail. (Breaking out of the market with much enthusiasm, [ittle
skill and total disregard for anything in their path, the (Noord took a coup[e of turns around the “Ishta Before
heading upriver with a following wind. Dhe Citadel appears to have been taken totally by surprise and although
riders have been sent upriver to warn the market towns, it is un[ike[y that tﬁe\z will outpace the [ongship until the
wind drops.



Ohe duel between Malcolm Mowbray and Elliot Anderson was quickly resolved. Phe two
councillors mcmaged a J’ew cxchcmges Before EAliot, Being even more cautious than (Malcolm, retreated too
hastily and stumbled. e was forced to concede before Cllr Mowbray would allow him to regain his feet and
his dignity.

Jate news from the (Mpotstone! (sibian Horl has returned from the (Dragonfeast at Salvoyn
bearing a writ from the (King. Hurrying straight to the (Mpotstone from the ship, Alderman Horl read the scroll
aloud to the curious onlookers:

ggfﬁﬁem/z Yiat we ave mudh plecsed Gy ow JWW%M Divene
and s fellews fot Gieis prampl and mast glective adliens dvting Gie e of gamine which qflicted eut
beoved oty of Lrvadith, Teteof we aie pleased to bestew @ GFiee Favtedon an the saicd ) letbew
Divan. Ly et fiand this Diaganfast day.:
With only a brief delay for repetitions and verification of the seal, Matthew (ixon was duly
released.
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Unconfirmed rumours from the (Citadel suggest that the dashing young councillor, Hhomas
Castlemaine, has won the Princess' hand in marriage after a bloody duel with Puke Alexander Calverin. G)he
best of the Gyorian chirugeons have been summoned to the Citadel where the (Duke is said to be “gravely ill",
Ohomas Castlemaine's flamboyant (and possibly successful) courtship of the Princess appears to be one in the eye
for dady Sapphire who rejected him as a suitor earflier in the year. An exasperated and irritable chancellor,
(Baron G)ancred Mendoza, is refusing to comment further on the (Puke’s current status.

Residents from Welland and Shambles have been helping to clear up after a group of armed men
attacked customers in the "Pancing Bear" inn. GYhe customers, mostly ‘resting' mercenaries, defended
themselves without [oss; but an unarmed 12 year old boy was killed in the backyard as the attackers withdrew.
Any witnesses to this despicable murder are asked to contact Alderman Bert Pelcher immediately. Ghe
proprietor, Erik Wyvernsfield, would [ike to re-assure neighbours that the use of swords in no way conforms
to the in-house brawling rules.

Ohere are mysterious manoeuvrings in the Armundus Septer camp. After a thorough re-
organisation of his faction, Armundus appears to have ‘given' Samantha Cox to the {Mowbray faction.
(Discarding such an experienced follower as Alderman Cox is unprecedented, is an Alliance party about to be

formed?

Cllr Ellis Pevon has been accused of misconduct and is required to attend a hearing before his
Alderman, George ‘hang em high‘ QQmon, ear[\Z next month, Cllr {)evon is accused [J\Z Cltr 67[[2 ga[gar, who
claims to have uncovered evidence of Qreachery, and is determined to bring him to justice. Cllr Gralgar has of
course, only recently recruited Alderman Belcher away from Ellis (Pevon's faction.

Tarty time! Q)hose citizens who had any energy [eft under the B[azing summer heat, had a choice OJ’
entertainment this month, €x-gaolbird Matthew (Dixon was throwing a discrete binge above his carpenters
shop for all his old friends and [ackeys. Over in (PDracas ward (Cllr Olnorth Pexter was throwing a not so
discrete banquet and orgy in his ancestral hall. Gor some strange reason, Cllr Perignon was the only notable not
to receive an invite to either of these freebies.

Yaded - ﬁd/fw//W %/Mwﬁéa@m
to parbpate o @ sotias /%ﬁ/lm owestigalions avch %e/zg/zfﬁ/%e
Glastraans. &2y negligitle bul qppattinitas for edication awdindted.
Cqpty to (Tithlioger Knyal, (.




The times of Cascorach
for the fostival of Hamestids in the Yean /39

winten, which coupled with the bad haet and low guam stocks thioughowt Clthion w believed to have reduced the
ruumbers of 2l to news loas bovels, Becandlly the loss of Cai Tamed tuso years ago, and the fudlure of the el to
ecaptune, the shanghald. in, the lusk sean is lelioned to hane reduced the manale of the Delt barhariams, Fnally the
actions, of Baron [lorgan de Huengonaunt (aided by Banoness Shellay Sibuveria) in the local anca & bolioved to have
W@WWW%W%W&%%@MMWWWW

Baroncas Selliy Siluenia, acting as the Stessard of Cascanach, held the Diaganfiast at Caradache Castl
WWWWWWWBWW@WM%@WW%WM%%
BWWWWWWM{&WW’&M@%@MA

Seliare Cynthia Tighslre. and Baron Edvard. Canlon. hsve e to. Casinach. fllsing th

mB&%&m@%&wM Wm%mm%w@wﬁwwaf& but sounces in the Castle

Pumcess. Eleanan's eighteonth bivthdary celebaations wene fiold on the Tomple of Hahn, and started at eight
@’Mm%wﬂ%mmm%%mmmmWM%pm M?ymmpmmf
WW at tomes, WWMWWMWWWWW%WM much ta
Following the Pruncess' aetiement, Punce Pharss of Kewm and Prunce Khalid of Chssa indulged on

Jram, the Banan, Rathesary arguing thats the Duchy of Crambsunne shouli be administered. from Casearach, but. shauld
revent to the Crown. In wepby, i [lapty regetted that he did net feel able to act at thu tme, patenlady as Duke



The Chronicle
of the month of Yorinfall in the year 139

Ohis year's FHigharvestide Ball opened with the traditional announcement by Shinannon the
Wellkeeper of the harvest yield. Dhis year's is poor but not alarming unless, as the Wellkeeper warned, certain
people indulge in excessive hoarding. After polite applause the musicians struck up and the councillors swirled
back to a world of their own. Uord Raphael circulated restlessly all evening, leaving Armundus [argely to his
lackeys, and paying most attention to (Matthew (Pixon, with {Malcolm Mowbray, Ofnorth (Dexter and G)illy
Oralgar close behind. (Reg Marc was largely ignored, as was Ellis (P)evon who was getting quietly drunk in one
corner despite Alderman Graithside's best efforts. owards the early hours civility decreased, and one of the
noisier squabbles arose after Jilith Jansdowne unleashed some choice comments about Cllr (Dexter's followers,
Miranda Andrews (acting with rather more decorum than the banned Mys (Blessop) has asked Cllr Perignon to
apologise for her follower's remarks, or face her in a duel within the month. (Noticeably absent throughout the
whole evening was Cllr Castlemaine, rumoured ﬁancée of the Princess, who has not been seen in public since
the famous duel.

Cllr Ellis Pevon's hearing took place last week under the critical gaze of Alderman (5eorge
(Rimon. Councillors Qiliniel Gralgar and Malcolm Mowbray both produced evidence of his association with the
more unsavoury elements within our city, then the questions began. Phings started to go badly when Cllr (Devon
tried to out-bluster of (5eorge himself, and deteriorated when he was discovered 'being economical with the
truth’, A "disgusted" Alderman (Rimon ordered Councillor (f)evon to be brought to trial next month.

Ohe council chamber is rife with rumours this month concerning the scandalous conduct of Cllr
Matthew Sarc[ine. Clly 8ardine, recent[y cfcfectecf to the Septer J"action from that of his erstwhile friend and
mentor (Cllr Perignon, is attempting to seduce Alderman Samantha Cox back to Armundus’ party. He seems to
be following his brief rather more [iterally than is normally thought wise for a married man with six children.
Rumours of his successful tete a tete at a [ocal restaurant appear to have preceded him home. Mrs Jardine's
comments are unpublishable.

A witness to the Dancing (Bear’ murder has come forward following our appeal in this paper [ast
month., Subsequent investigations by Alderman (Bert (Belcher, with the assistance of a number of musicians,
quick[\z tracked the Killer down to a squalid tavern in Cadene. QYhe Killer, one gohn @o[[enpox (Bastard,
severely wounded two members of the watch before being overpowered. JJustice was speedily carried out and
the felon hung at dawn the following day.

Ohe Hahn Gyemple has been thrown into some confusion this month with the arrival of a messenger
bearing news of the demise of (Plenipotentiary (Kirkmichael. Amid the manoeuvring and speculation the
continued absence of the @rincess (Cleanor has almost gone unnoticed; the @rincess was due to resume studies
at the Qemple after harvest.

Qorian priests at the Citadel have announced that the (Puke Alexander is now in a stable but highly
uncomfortaﬁ[e condition, and will be unable to return to Cascorach Before the spring thaw, @rince Tharos
meanwhile has spent the month touring the nearby provinces in the company of Prince Kieran. It is not yet
known whether he intends to overwinter in Jinrodeth or return to (Kerun.
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Civil unrest has been reported in many parts of the city after rumours of severe price fixing by the
Ointners (Guild. With the Crown Prince holding the pass to the Southern States, the continued high price of
imported wine has come under increasing attack. A spokesman for the guild told our reporter "Dhe problem is
one of supply; the trade routes may be open now but no one in their right palate wants to drink this years wine,
the good stuff (particularly the 137) is still in short supply. Ghe guild will be pressing charges of misconduct as
soon as we find out who is behind this blatant attempt to drum up unfounded discontent".

Ohe Archimandrite of the Gyemple of Hahn is pleased to announce the following appointments:
Plenipotentiary Ulevelys (formally of (Cortaine) is to oversee (rosius; Jasmine (PBeauvaire is now
Plenipotentiary of Coritane; Mandatiens Jeremiah (Bradwell and Horrel Bryneberian become Pendentites in
Jinrodeth. Plenipotentiary Jasmine and her entourage have already left the city in order to reach her homeland
before the first snows. Qhe departure of the Princess’ principal tutor casts further doubt on whether (Princess
Ileanor will vreturn to the temp[e. An alternative rumour, noting the continuing absence of Ohomas
Castlemaine, suggests that the young couple have already eloped.

Cllr Ellis Pevon's trial opened this week before Sheriff Paston Courtney. (Cllrs Galgar and
Mowbray presented their evidence, but the Hahnite priest acting for Cllr Pevon then appealed for more time
to prepare the defence. Sheriff Courtney granted the request ant the trial was adjourned until Gyernost 10th.

Back at the Witanmoot several interesting new alliances seem to be forming; surprise of the month
is Matthew (Dixon's wooing of (Beatrice Perignon. Matthew appears to have decided to put their past
disagreements behind him and make up, however his fawning efforts do not appear to be making much
impression on Cllr @erignon, who appears to be Bare[\z to[erating his presence. More tastefu[ has been the
careful manoeuvrings of councillors Marc and SGralgar, who have had a number of evening meetings in Cllr
Marc's private rooms at the mpty Barrel to ‘discuss various matters',

Cllr Howe of Shambles, has expressed distress at the agreement between Aldermen (Belcher and
“Isenbard not to change the boundaries of Shambles and Welland. She stated that "We're used to Alderman
PBelcher c[oing our area down, but to have the Welland councillors capitu[ate (ike this has been a Big
disappointment. {I'm particularly upset by Cllr Gralgar's part in this, ‘I really thought she would be on our side.
We will continue to fight for what is an obviously sensible change, and I shall be appealing to the Qverford™.

Trince @haros and his retinue have boarded the ',«[[apus‘ and c[eparted for fiome, amid much well
wishing and invitations to return. Ghe Prince regretted that urgent matters of state forced him to return home,
and expressed his hope that the (King would consider visiting the City State of (Kerun when the winter has
passed.

Residents of Pardsgate are warned to be on their guard after a sudden increase in robberies
around the college. Ghe professionalism of the burglars has led Alderman Shefford to discount the original
suspicion that this was the work of drunken students. G)he thieves appear to be specialists in gems, often [eaving
behind imitations and costume jewellery.



The times of Cascorach
Jor the fustival of Dhastmosna in the Yean |39
Tows, from Linodoth

Duke Qloranden ' granely

D%&@@W@WMW&/MW MW,WWQWZM@MWWW%%,
TMWT&WW@%%W%7@MWWMW&WWM%WMW

Thamas, Castlomaine, ar active cauncillas fon the Dosugate ward. f the city, apparently challonged the Duke
mwMW%Wa/t&pmm& (%@a@wé@@wqﬂfed%e%a%ng@ WMMWAMmd?M
Castlomaing s pasnful gout wsuld see hims thosugh
mW7M&WW@MW@WWWDW%WMWM%%@DW %
o the flaar and. the Duks s secand, Barsn lendasa, sushed him ta the safitny of his chamdbers
discoveny of his serenading of the Princess, at the Tomple of Hakn. Mo was +eloased, follssing the Ball but was suflring
Jram gout ot the time of the duel. as . +esult f Ais canfimement

Lacal Tlews

w/WWWMmWMWWW@%@W?MWW%MWW%W
MW@M&WWwM%WWMmeW The S egimons. has
st ta the area, The enosp, fram the City Miates repast some actiity by the Delt banbariams am thein side of the




Ghostmoons

(shostmoons is one of the five main
feast days occurring in the Aghion year. Clt
marks the onset of the winter snows, and the
end of travelling and of war until the spring
re-melting. CIt is a day for remembering the
dead; graves and shrines are decorated, and
many tales are told of ancient heroes and [ost
treasure.

or the dead, burial and cremation
are both common, possibly reflecting the
lasting popularity of the Earth (soddess
(PDaleth, and the Fire (soddess Prynette.
“In the City of ‘inrodeth it is rare for a
family to have a nearby burial ground, so
ancestors are usually honoured with a house
shrine (with or without ancestral ashes).
Burial rites vary greatly between religions;
the Hahnites are noted for their enormously
elaborate ceremonies, the alethians for
their spartan practicality, and the Gorians
for their twilight dirges.

An odd device is found in ceremonies
and on shrines of many denominations, Qhis
complex [abyrinth is known as the (Path of
the (Dead and is popularly supposed to
represent the journey that the soul must
undertake after death. What is found at the
centre (gudgement, (Hea[ing. (Rgbirth or
Eternal (Rest) again depends on one’s beliefs.
Souls attempting to take a short-cut are
doomed to be trapped in qimbo forever. It is
believed that on (shostmoons, it is these souls
that return to the world. Qhese ghosts are
felt as an area of intense cold or seen as a
pale flicker. Although often disturbing and
sometimes frightening to meet, ghosts rare[\z
have enough energy to disturb the material
world, and there are no reliable accounts of
them ever harming a [iving person.
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(Unease has been growing in the city since the ear[\Z fiours of the (shostmoons, when a tall pillar of
white flame was seen far across the marshes in the direction of (Botmoor. Jocal villagers claim that this was the
result of necromantic experiments 6\2 the ;«stro[oger Q{gya[, an opinion conﬁrmecf B\Z several citizens who had
spoken with him the day before. A group of young citizens were seen arguing and [eaving with him through
Marshgate the previous evening, and have not been seen since. An area on the edge of (Botmoor has now been
cordoned off by a detachment of the (King's Rangers, but rumour speaks of glowing protective circles, barrows
ripped open, corpses of chickens, pigs and mules [ittering the ground‘ and blood everywﬁere. Ohere is even, it is
whispered, a burnt and incomplete human corpse. Concern is growing that the old rites and practices for the
(PDeath (5od have been rediscovered. Several temples have already sent representatives to the Citadel seeking
reassurances from the (King, and pressure is now growing for the dord of the City to take action.

After [ast month's unrest over alleged price fixing by the (intners (uild, Alderman ‘James
“senbard (Chair of the Qrade committee) has been investigating the incident and has released the following
statement: "Qhe (uild of (Dintners has a responsibility both to its members and to its customers, and they have
agreec[ to investigate all incidences of mis-pricing. le, as [ suspect, trouble is need[ess[\z Being stirred up B\z
agitators, then if civil unrest doesn't calm down this will become purely a Jaw & Order matter. Ghis office, and
I'm sure the entire Council, strong[\z cﬁsapproves of anyone tr\zing to stir up trouble mere[\Z for po[itica[ ends. |
hope that this is not just an attempt to attack ((Dintners before the forthcoming elections. G)his office endorses the
role of the (suild in sorting out its own market, and 1J’ citizens fee[ that the wine is too expensive or unp[easant,
then don't buy it." Qhere have been no further incidents of unrest over wine-pricing.

Councillor Armundus Septer has been denouncing Cllr (Beatrice Perignon in the Witanmoot this
month, accusing her of conspiring to steal grain from the Cornmongers (suild. Alderman Martin (Key has
ordered that she attends a Fearing next month. Srellow guildmember Malcolm (Mowbray, in an informal
comment to the chroniclers said; "I'm sure that this is Jjust a manifestation of the ongoing riva[ry between (llrs
Perignon and Septer, and Im sure Martin will not permit his close association with Cllr Septer to influence
his judgement in any way."

Meanwhile, outside O[c[gate, the same (Cllr @erignon was meeting the athletic Miranda Andrews
in a duel to settle alleged insults at the Higharvestide Ball. (Beatrice, looking rather stiff and uneasy, made the
first attack. Miranda lightly avoided the cut and bounced forward to run her foil through (Beatrice's shoulder.
Ohe Q)orian Priest stopped the fight immediately and ordered (Cllr Perignon to be taken to the Hemple. Hhe
oemple has since advised Alderman (Key that (Beatrice will not be able to attend a Hearing before Skelern
next year. ‘It appears that once again our intrepid Cllr Castlemaine is under arrest, this time he appears to have
been detained upon entering the Citadel and asking for a private audience with the (Princess. We understand
that he is not actually being charged with an offense; a spokeswoman for the (Knight-Marshall stated "It has
been decided that, for his own safety, Cllr Castlemaine should be held in protective custody." We conclude that
the two [overs have not yet managed to elope, but are still working on the idea.

At a packed trial, Ellis Devon, formerly a councillor in the ward of Graringdon, was convicted of
numerous counts of g)reachery. Jord Raphael in summing up stated that "We must make an example of this
man, Qhose who stand for office take upon themselves a great duty, a trust which the people of their ward rely
upon, Ellis Pevon has abused this honour and must be made to pay for this betrayal. I have no hesitation in
ordering his execution." Cllr Galgar, who once again was the prime witness at the trial, commented; "I
who[ehearted[y endorse the comments of Jord %phae[, there is no no alternative to c[obbering peop[e who
commit, or even contemplate, foul treachery”. Grollowing a plea for clemency from the Skinners (suild, the
sentence was reduced to indefinite imprisonment.



Ohe Marcs' consortium are pleased to announce the opening of a new tavern in Sraringdon's
Coinchase Hill, by the name of the Hat and Grirkin'. Al the popular beers from their other pub, the Empty
Barrel' in Welland, will be available here. Grellow Prewers are also reminded that entries are now invited for
the annual (Beer Grestival in Portsoken,

Ohe Weston family of Portsoken is offering a reward for information leading to the safe return of
their children, Susan and Philip, who went missing on the last day of (Kryll. Dhe children were [ast seen near
the docks at midday, and it is feared that they have been abducted by some foreign ship.

ohe intners’ (uild is pleased to announce a Yiletide Ball in aid of (zax's Orphanage. Cllr
Mowbray, who is organising the event, commented that ord Raphael, the Knight-Marshall and many other
notables had already agreed to attend what promises to be a marvellous social occasion. (He also expressed the
hope that all councillors would take time off from their (Midwinter campaigning to support this worthy cause.
Oickets cost 5 sﬁi[[ings and, since the (suild is covering the cost oJ" the event, all proceec[s will go cﬁrect[\z to the
Orphanage.

His Mgjesty the (King is delighted to announce that, from G)ernost, Her Highness the Princess
Eleanor will be attending the Qemple of Gyorus. Her Highness will be residing, for the duration of her
instruction, in apartments above QOldgate. Hhe Hemple of Hahn has refused to comment on this apparent rebuff.
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Flis QV(Qjest\Z King Edmund is pleased to announce that, fo[[owing a personal interview, the name
of Qhomas (Castlemaine is to be added to the [ist of approved suitors permitted to court the Princess Eleanor.
Councillor Castlemaine is to be refeased on the seventh, and the Chroniclers would [ike to take this opportunity
to offer their congratulations to the happy couple. Crowds of well-wishers have already started to gather
outside the (Princess' apartments in Oldgate in anticipation of a celebration. Ghe Gyorian Priests wish to point
out that the Princess is currently working night shift, and outbreaks of spontaneous singing during daylight are
unlikely to be appreciated.

CInterviews with the (King appear to be popular this month. Grollowing our report last month on the
disgraceful necromancy rituals on the edge of (Botmoor, Yord Raphael Titz-Simmons has requested an
audience. Jord Raphael confirmed that the activities of the Astrologer qRoyal would be the main subject of
discussion.

Olnorth (Pexter, G)iliniel Galgar and Malcolm Mowbray are pleased to announce the formation of
Jinrodeth’s ﬁrst political party: Ohe Yustice Teague. "Qur aims are to ensure that Justice is seen to be done, and
that daw and Order are maintained. We feel that a united stance on these issues would be beneficial to the
well-being of the citizenry."

Ohe first action of the new party appears to have been taken by Malcolm (Mowbray, who today
released the following statement to the Chronicle: "Grollowing the unrest of Kryll against the (Yintners, I in my
capacitxz oJ‘ Guild Gyreasurer have been investigating the origins of the rumours, CIt soon became clear to me, as
it did to James “Isenbard, that someone was behind it - and that this man was Armundus Septer. I believe
games‘ investigations showed the same, however [ believe that [ike me he was unwi[[ing to denounce such an
important and well-connected councillor without firm evidence. Grortunately independent investigations by
Councillor Perignon have provided this evidence, which [ intend to present in a court of law."

CWhile on the squect of Cltr Terignon, can anyone guess the origin of the J’o[[owing (imerick,
overheard in various taverns around town?
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Cllr Perignon, while still under the care in the Horian Jemple, stated firmly that she was alive and
kicking and [ooking forward to resuming her duties in the new year.

ohe intners (suildhall in Ievestone was packed out this month with the charity ball for (sax's
orphanage. Qhe charity made over £20 on entrance fees, and a further £8 in voluntary donations. (5ax thanked
the many councillors and aldermen for their generosity, saying that he was particularly delighted to see so many
carpenters in the audience - and he hoped to be able to put some work their way in the spring. Ghe city has this
week been shocked and saddened by the despicable murder of Ghomas (Castlemaine. Qhe facts, as far as the
Chroniclers have been able to discover, are the J"o[[owing;

At midday on seventhday Ghomas was released from the Citadel and went home. G)hat evening he
was admitted to the Qorian CInfirmary with severe food poisoning. Qhe following afternoon (Puke _Alexander
moved into a house 50 yards from, and in sight of, QOldgate. At sunset Hhomas, now recovered, turned up at
O[dgate to serenade the ﬂ)rincess. @efore he could start he was accosted [nz a Beauti‘fu[, a[though sccmti[\z-c[ac[
woman, who had to be forcibly removed by some friends. (Infortunately she took [arge handfuls of his clothes
with her, and Hhomas du[\Z retired to repair the c[amage. CIn Qhomas' absence, the ﬂ)rincess agreec[ to dine out
with Duke Alexander at Mys PBlessop's Carvery. We are reliably informed that the Puke proposed to the
Princess at the end of the meal.



On ninthday morning their guild, acting on a tip-off, raided the Castlemaine's house and ‘recovered'
the sum of £17.108.6d. As Dhe (suildmaster reac[i[\z admitted, this sum was rather excessive for fost dues, and on
advice from the Hahnite Gyemple, the charges were subsequently dropped. By the afternoon Ghomas had
arrangec[ to take the @rincess to dine at private rooms at the ‘Greengrove‘ tavern, and had Bought a [arge
engagement ring. At sunset he went to Qldgate and started the evening by serenading the Princess. As the first
ballad drew to a close Hhomas was shot in the back by an unknown assailant. Ghe watching crowd perused a
figure, presumed to be the assassin, down into Qemple Ward where they lost her. Qhomas (Castlemaine,
meanwhile, died at sunset on the ninth c[a\z of (IQ,uthos Oirstweek, in the arms oJ‘ the Trineess. %mour insists
that in his [ast moments he asked her to marry him, and she accepted.

Castlemaine's body is now [ying in state in the Qemple of Porus just outside ldgate. PDuke
Alexander was rescued 6\3 a detachment of the CIQI}QS Cava[ry J’rom an angry crowd surrouncﬁng his house, and
escorted to the Citadel. His adviser, (Baron Gyancred Mendoza, was "celebrating” at the (sreengrove at the
time. Subsequent investigations by a Royal Commission have tracked down and arrested the assassin at a
private gambling club known to be frequented by the (Baron. (Baron Gyancred, who had earlier confessed to
planting the £17.10s.6d and hiring the woman to embarrass QHhomas, was then arrested. At a meeting of King
Edmund's Star Chamber, during which the confession of the assassin is believed to have been pivotal, Gancred
Mendoza was convicted of the murder of Hhomas Castlemaine. Princess Eleanor has sentenced Mendoza to be
hung, drawn and quartered within the month.

ohe Royal Household is currently arranging a State Gruneral for Hhomas Castlemaine, ‘It will
be held at the Qyemple of Gyorus on the first day next month. It is understood that all members of the Witanmoot
and the ‘Ironmongers (suild have been invited to attend.

LATE NIGHT CLECTION SPECIAL

‘In a rather subdued day of elections, two new Aldermen have been elected. G)he cornmonger,
(5emma (PDowne, replaces the controversial (seorge (Bergeren as Alderman of (Bassishaw, while in evestone
Malcolm Mowbray replaces his father-in-law as the Alderman. Ghe [atter result is believed to be due to a
backlash [J\z the [oca[[\z powerfu[ Ointners (suild against recent attacks; both against the 9ui[c[ itse[f, and against
(Cllr Perignon - one of its senior members.



The times of Cascorach
for the Wu/??wam in the Ypan 190

vegavned ,Mwwﬂgxme@%f
jth%W&TMWWWW%WMMWW%W@ and not
&Méw%ﬁ%&w&mmﬂ&%@@w&,
Divring his canalisconce Diske Uorianden will be selying sn. his ight hamd mam. Banam Tomcred Mondaza

w up to.
loar, that. the Diké's injunis wers mot ftal

The Atussard. of Caradache, Baraness Mellisg Silueria, sn. lehadl of Dude Ulorander, made the tuaditisnal

7&WWWMW%WMTW¢MMWWW@%W
memm%ma/%mwa/%@w

Latest news of the wan botween the Ciry States of Kewun and Crssa, twe ciby states on the coast, @ that
tuwe states. WMWWWWMWWWW/OWM&MW@MWWWWWW
tmen, of peace, ship lange quantities of grain to Sabuoyn.

U communicatians, with the capital hane beers cuts ff by the winten storms. The fost tuanellnss ane enpected

WWWWMWW%M%W%WWWW@WJMW



Athion

Ohe country of Athion [ies on the western
edge of a great continent. PHhe country nominally
covers both halves of a great escarpment, rough[\z
aligned north/south, that splits the country. CIn
practise the [ands above the escarpment have
significant independence from the those below. Phe
capital city is Jinrodeth, but the city with the
greatest population is Salvoyn to the south of
Jinrodeth.

Athion is a fertile country whose prosperity
owes much to its agriculture as to the trading along
the sea routes. Qhe country was formed five
generations ago, B\Z right of conquest, out oJ" three
smaller kingdoms which can existed there previously.

Ohere are as many religions in Athion as
there is diversity of opinion. (No officially approved

re[igion exists, but some are [arge due to popular
appeal (e.g., the earth goddess, the healer god), some
powerfu[ due to their strong organisation, others are
rich by patronage and some are influential because
they are so useful.

(PDespite the feudal government of the
country, status within this society is very mobile,
Neither the war nor the plague were particularly
fussy about their victims, [eaving in their wake many
more posts than good people to fill them. Qhis is
particularly true in Jinrodeth where a good craft
and a comfortable profit have always been respected,
and money speaks [ouder than an impoverished title.
Although there are always the dichards....
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Ohe day of Councillor Castlemaine’s cremation dawned bleak and bitterly cold, but this did not
deter a [arge number of citizens from turning out to pay their last respects. Qhe procession from the GHorian
©emple started in the early afternoon, and was led by the late councillors’ father; Clem (Castlemaine. (Members
of the Castlemaine household and the (Royal Court followed, then the body borne by six journeymen, then
members of the ronmongers (suild, the ‘Witanmoot and the recognised Religious Orders; all in full ceremonial
livery or regalia. G)o the sound of drums the colourful procession crossed slowly to the field opposite, where a
substantial pyre had been built during the previous days. (Entering the area through the traditional west gate,
they trod the circular path to the centre and placed Castlemaine on the pyre. As the participants fanned out to
the to the edge of the circle, [eaving the gates at east and west open, it became clear that four eu.[ogies would be
delivered that afternoon.

Interspersed 6\2 the cﬁanting of the priests, the eu[ogies delivered B\Z (uildmaster Whitcombe and
Jord Raphael Fitz-Simmons both emphasised the [ate councillor's deeds as a worthy citizen of the city. As the
second chant ended the King summoned a (Bard from his retinue and, instead of cfe[ivering the expected speech,
she sang a new ballad. (Describing the story of Castlemaine's last courtship and eventual murder, the power of
the song evoked a poignant silence amongst the crowd. GYhe priests ﬁ[[ec[ the silence with a third chant, and then
ofld Clem (Castlemaine stepped forward to make the final eulogy. (Not unusually in these circumstances, he was
unable to speak, and his other son took up the recital, de[ivering a dramatic (and hopefu[[\z exaggerated) account
of his brothers private [ife. (But it was left to Clem, once the final chant had died away, to step forward with the
black torch to [light the pyre. (By this time it had begun to snow again, and for a long time it was not clear
whether the fire would catch. {Many watchers outside the circle returned to the city. Only a few remained to
honour the final pillar of flame as the oil-soaked wood finally ignited.

Ohe Princess, who was present amongst the mourners, returned to the Gorian Gemple to continue
her studies. “It is understood that her remaining suitor, Duke Alexander Calverin, will be returning to his
(Duchy as soon as the seasons permit.

(Citizens attending the Sheriffs Court this month, in the hope of witnessing a major confrontation,
were much disappointed. A confused and tired Armundus Septer made no move to refute the allegations of
sedition, and indeed appeared to corroborate the Prosecutions’ points at some stages. Speculation that the Ofd
Man of the Witanmoot is totally senile has now become popular opinion. On the Prosecution side Alderman
Malcolm Mowbray presented evidence from both his own investigations and those of Councillor Beatrice
@erignon. Flowever the chief prosecution witness, (Cllr (Matthew &]arc[ine. inexp[icab[xz fai[ed to turn up.
(Nonetheless, Sheriff Paston Courtney ruled that the case warranted a full Gyrial and has ordered Armundus
Septer to appear before Jord Raphael next month.

Jater in the month Alderman (Mowbray presided over (Beatrice Perignon’s Hearing. No evidence
at all was presented to back Cllr Septer's allegations, and the case was firmly dismissed. Qyragically, the strain
of attencﬁng proved too much for the com’a[escing Cllr Perignon, and she [ater had to be rushed to the G)orian
Qemple. Despite the upsetting affairs of the past month, His Mgjesty the (King found time to meet Jord
Raphael Sitz-Simmons in a private audience to discuss the worrying recent incidents of necromancy. Jord
Raphael [ater assured the Witanmoot that the (King had the situation firmly in hand, that necromantic activities
would continue to be outlawed, and would suffer the J"u[[est pena[txz of the [aw. However, on the advice of his
close friend Cllr Armundus Septer, dord (Raphael has imposed a “purely precautionary” curfew over the
whole of the city. Ghis has not been well received by the (Brewers and Hostellers (suild, who stand to lose
much income, nor by the bulk of the citizens, who are unwilling to spend the [ong winter nights confined to their
houses. ((Inkind citizens have suggested that this is merely a belated attempt to prevent rooftop archery contests.

Cllr Sergio Aragones appears to be the man buying all the drinks this month (or not as the curfew
dictates). A well-informed investment in a newly opened Chandlers store has reaped him a handsome profit.
We wonder if he will be using any of it to Cllr Septers defence?



©he Chronicle is pleased to announce that the following have been returned unopposed: (seorge
imon remains Chair of the G)reasury (sibian Horl remains Chair for Shipping.
Y ppng
And the following nominations have been received for the other offices:

orade Yames Usenbard (£, RN Miranda Andrews (OY)) Jemma Powne (F)
Samantha Cox (MM

Qaw & Order Elliot Sparman (E, AS) Samantha Cox (), MM Malcolm Mowbray
OD)

Welfare & €d.  Ann pasker (AS) YJemma Powne (DY) Suzan Graithside () Samantha
Cox (E. N Alison Shefford (N
Qands & Ag. Samantha Cox (OY)) Miranda Andrews ()F) Suzan Sraithside (£, ‘MM

Salvoyn Suzan Fraithside (MM Alan Griffiths (E)
Nyskilde Malcolm Mowbray ()35) Paldwin Underwood (E)
Eresan Olivia Warin (MY)) Nicholas [Fowden (E)

Ohe letters in brackets indicate the nominating faction (E = current incumbent). (Rumours that the
senile Armundus Septer accidentally nominated councillors for some of these posts have been officially
confirmed.

And finally, regular readers may remember the unfortunate outcome of Cllr {Matthew CJardine's
intimate soiree with _Alderman (Cox [last Yorinfall. Dhe (Chroniclers are pleased to report news of a
reconciliation between the chastened Councillor and his good [ady wife. Pity they can't go out to celebrate....
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Ohe city has been much perturbed this month by persistent rumours that the King is gravely ill.
Both the Kaight Marshall and the Horian Abbott insist that His Majesty is merely suffering from a slight fever,
and a J”u[[ recovery is expected. Clt is reassuring to note that the Princess remains at work at the temple,
although this may be to avoid the company of (Duke Alexander as much as anything else. Plans for the Puke’s
return to Cascorach are being finalised for (Pipetal Grirstweek, and both the Mercers and (srossers guilds have
confirmed that their caravans will join the ducal retinue for the journey.

Ohe Chronicle is pleased to announce that Jord Raphael has seen the [light and has [ifted the
curfew. ‘In a statement to the Chronicle he said "Necromantic activity will not be tolerated - the (King has
assured me that the Astrologer Roval played no part in necromancy and I therefore call upon the Astrologer
Roval to set the public's mind at rest. Also, ‘I propose that henceforth movement into and out of the city during
the (shostmoons will be restricted (although movement within the city will be unaffected). (During this time
patrols will make regular forays around the city to deter any further incidents such as the one that occurred
recently. ¢ assure the citizens of Jinrodeth that no further incidents of necromancy will be allowed to occur."
Ohis new initiative will sure[y be welcomed B\z at [east one victim of the curfew, Cltr ga[gar, who was
detained [ate one night while attempting to complete some council business. She was released after a brief
reprimand from her alderman, James “Isenbard.

Ohe committee elections have seen a reversal of J”ortunes for the fo[[owers of Councillor Septer,
indeed most of the posts have gone to supporters of the erstwhile YJustice Jeague. dord Raphael, probably
mindful of his forthcoming election, was noted as voting with the (exter/Mowbray faction. Dhe result
however does seem to imply that the “Justice Jeague has collapsed with Cllr Gralgar voting along different lines
than (Pexter and Mowbray alliance.

Ohe full voting was as follows,

orade Andrews 14, Usenbard 8, )owne 2
Qaw & Order Cox 15, Sparman 9, {Mowbray o
Welfare & Education Shefford 19, Hyasker 3, Powne 1, Cox 1
Qands & %@ricu[tur'e Oraithside 18, Andrews 3, Cox 2
Salvoyn Griffiths 12, Sraithside 10

Eresan Warin 22, fBowden 2

Nyskilde CUnderwood 12, Mowbray u

‘In the wake of the elections has come a period of guild secrecy as the various crafts assess the
recent shift of power. (oting on the Jord's proposed necromancy' amendment to the city l[aws is expected to go
largely along guild alignments. A number of guilds are rumoured to be none too pleased by the way some of their
Aldermen voted. ‘In particular the Prapers and [)yers and the Carpenters and Coopers groups have all seen a
significant reduction in their influence. Hhe Armourers guild is strangely rumoured to be fairly happy over the
replacement of Alderman Sparman by an _Apothecary, perhaps a new candidate of theirs is in the offing? At a
packed trial before Jord Raphael Fitz-Simmons, Cllr Armundus Septer was found not guilty of the charge of
sedition. ICvidence was presented from Alderman Mowbray and Cllr Pexter, and Cllr Matthew Jardine
proved a key witness since he was staying with Cllr Septer at the time of the alleged offence. Dhe defence
managed to cast considerable doubt on the refiability of the witness, who admitted to being inebriated during
much of this time. Signiﬁccmt[y, much of his statement contradicted (Cllr D)ixon, and Jord Raphael in summing
up stated that the evidence against Cllr Septer was insufficient, and that Matthew CJardine, although now
recovered, was probab[y in a drunken stupor at the time and could not be taken as a refiable witness.



Petronella Gyalbot, Jreasurer of the Chandlers (suild, has been removed from her post and faces a
guild hearing next week following accusations of malpractice and embezzlement. Apparently the extra business
brought in by the curfew led to an audit of the guild books. (suildmaster Graldrake refused to comment other
than to state that there would be no cover up.

Ohe ear[\Z thaw has [ed to prob[ems with the citxz‘s roads, and once again the risk of p[aguc is upon
us. Cllr Parkinson reminded citizens that it is their duty to dump the frozen beggars in the marsh where they
can do no further harm,

Rumours of a reconciliation between the Perignon and Pixon families seems to have been
squashed by the defection of Chairman of Shipping (sibian Forl to the Perignon camp. A [livid Crimson
Councillor was heard to say, "somebody is going to suffer; this means war!" Cllr Perignon’s comment was "Oh.
(But this was before the truce started. Wasn't itQ"
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Ohe first caravan to arrive with the spring thaw brings news of bandits in the Celidon forest to the
south-east. Hhe Mercers (suild has warned all travellers to take great care, and if possible to travel in an
escorted caravan. Sheriff Maxil has called upon the Knight {Marshall to take action but, in an interesting turn
of events, Yord (Raphael has accused Sheriff Maxil of overeacting to a minor problem. One person who might
disagree is young Roland, the nephew of Cllr Matthew ixon, who arrived in the city having fost his [ast
remaining possessions to these robbers.

(PDuke Alexander is expected to [eave the city within the next few days to return to Cascorach.
Ohe delayed departure has meant that the many merchant wagons hoping to travel with him have been causing
great congestion in the city streets. G)he reason for the delay is not known, but may entail a last ditch attempt to
resume his failed courtship of the Princess.

Predictably, the longstanding feud between Perignon and (ixon has flared up again. Cllr
Matthew (Dixon has challenged (Beatrice Perignon to a duel, claiming "malpractice in recruiting Alderman
MHorl". Cllr Perignon of course has on[\Z Just [eft the Gyorian inﬁrmary, fo[[owing a pro[onged illness Brought
about by a duel with Miranda Andrews. Will she survive the Crimson Councillor

Ohe (Bowvyers' guildmaster, Miranda Andrews, and her deputy, Helen Kreft, have both been seen
pounc[ing the butts near[\z every da\z this month. QHhe cit\z's arcﬁer\z record has a[ready been broken twice, and 1J‘
the two [adies continue their relentless practice, it will probably be broken a few more times yet. Ghe reason for
this sudden burst of aggression is unclear, however dire mutterings about men which issue with every gooc[ hit
perhaps implies that someone somewhere ought to be getting worried.

(Citizens visiting the markets this month have been rather startled to hear several criers demanding
the reform of the Hahnite re[igion, and the resignation of the Archimandrite. Qhis initiative appears to be
sponsored by (Cllr Gralgar, who [ater issued the following statement; "Gror too long Udinrodeth has suffered the
ludicrous legal system created by the Hahnite Gyemple. It is quite clear that the Archimandrite is obsessed with
complicated and eventually unjust systems of daw, rather than with a simple, just legal system; either he must
start c[oing his job proper[y or he should resign. We hope that all citizens of Jinrodeth will join this, the ﬁrst
objective of the Justice Jeague.” When pressed further about the Justice Jeague, G)iliniel denied the rumours of
a sp[it, c[aiming that this was mere[y a persona[ disagreement between herse[f and (Cllr Qv(owbra\z.

Springtime romance is in the air for Qlnorth (Dexter, who has been seen wining and dining the
beautiful and vivacious Jady Elspeth. A similar plan by his co[[eague, Jeonard Gholin, to wreck the marriage
of Alderman iljith Jansdowne was prevented only by the timely intervention of Cllr Perignon. Shaking her
head sadly, (Beatrice commented that it was "sad to see that certain individuals are trying to c[rag our fair city
down into the cesspools of immorality.”



Ohe following missive has been received from the Citadel;

Dear Cltppens
%mWMMMMWMM%&ﬁWMW@MM
sanclioned sueigation. Q%ammwm/mm,ﬂéz%ﬁcfﬁa/%m/ﬂmm aeyiing of Yhings
dead". (T segict that (T anm walle to say mate o s inligation publiely dee to e igpait daing
supect to Koyal Pctagatve. Fowas, (T am willng to allnd ad to lally to ay lagal
iweatigalion i atles nectamancy o e s of Glastnaons 779. -
Yss Gacyef
Concern is growing over the continued absence of (Cllr Apragones from the halls of the Witanmoot.
Old Sergio, who is known to suffer from poor health, was a prominent figure in debates and several messages

of goodwill have been sent via his daughter. An alternative explanation maintains that he has simply become too
rich to be bothered to turn up, and some of the younger councillors are now ca[[ing for his resignation.

Petronella Falbot, ex-Gyreasurer of the Chandlers (suild, will face a full trial next week over the
alleged embezzlement of guild funds. Protesting her innocence, Petronella claimed that other members of the
guild were using her for a scapegoat to cover up their own crimes. Alderman Baldwin (Inderwood will be
presiding at the trial.

Ohe final news this month is of course the Hustings for ordship of the City. Dhe candidates are:
Raphael Fitz- Simmons ((5rosser)
(Kennet \Maxil (Mercer)
Paston Courtney (Carpenter)

Ohe Aldermen will be casting their vote over the Springtide festival, and the result will be
announced shortly after sunset.
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Oheir Mgjesties King Edmund and Queen Emma are delighted to announce the betrothal of their
daughter, the Princess Eleanor, to Puke Alexander Calverin of Cascorach. Hhe marriage will take place this
year at Midsummer in Jinrodeth, and the Chroniclers would [ike to take this opportunity to wish [ong [ife and
every happiness to the Princess.

‘In a hard-fought election Paston Courtney has been elected as the Jord of the City. Dhe final
results were as follows:

Raphael Fritz-Simmons 7 (Qasker, Preston, Fritz-Simmons, riffiths,
Underwood, owne, Warin.)
QDaston Cour'tney 11 (Andrews, Jittle, Courtney, Q{imon, Cox,

Sraithside, Shefford, ;Mowbray, Worton,
Sparman, Yowden.)

Kennet Maxil 6 (dansdowne, Maxil, Isenbard, du [Rolay, Horl,
Yelcher.)

go[[owing his convincing victory, Jord Courtney announced that he intends to uphold the [ong
tradition of service built up by previous Jords, and to lead the city into a new era of development and
prosperity. A Civic Ball will be held [ater this month to celebrate Jord Courtney's inauguration, meanwhile
Raphael Gitz- Simmons has confirmed that he intends to retire to his country estate after Midsummer.

“It appears that Cllr ([)ixon’s challenge to duel with Cllr Perignon has been refused. Dhis challenge
appears to have caused most oﬁence to (zibian Forl who, a[though on[\z the nominal cause of the disagreement,
has not taken kindly to the implications of the wording. Rumour has it that the old man of the fishmarket is
considering issuing a challenge of his own.

PDespite the denials in the Chronicle last month the “Justice Jeague appears to have collapsed. Ghe
following public [etter has been received from Alderman \Mowbray and Councillor (Dexter: "When we formed
the Yustice Ieague our objective was to pull together a group of councillors who would always put the interests
of the City first., and who would fight the corruption and self interest which plagues our government. ‘It is
unfortunate that Cllr Galgar has turned out to be one of those self interested people. It is obvious to us that her
interest in the eague was purely as a means to gain publicity for herself. Gollowing her blatant double-dealing
during the committee elections we decided to offer her the chance of reforming and working with us for the good
of the city. Cllr Sralgar has repaid our generosity by making ludicrous and scandalous statements in the name of
the Jeague. We can only assume that her intention has always been to destroy the Jeague from within, We
would [ike to put on record that we completely disassociate ourselves from Cllr Gralgar and that she is expelled
from the Jeague forthwith."

Alderman Cox appears to have survived her first crisis in office. A policy of verge clearing, plus
an agreement with the (IQtJigﬁt Marshall to increase the patrols, seems to have persuaded the bandits to [eave the
road well alone. Councillor (5illian How has announced that lord Courtney has accepted her request for a full
council debate over the Welland/Shambles boundary dispute. "I'm delighted,” she said "when Aldermen
Belcher and CIsenbard swept the issue under the carpet, ‘I thought we were going to be [eft with the status quo.
(Now we have a chance to show them the error of their decision”. ‘It would seem that Cllr Ftow does have a
better chance this time, her two main opponents being tied up with other matters. Cllr Gralgar has a motion of
censure to deal with, and Cllr Marc is suffering from a sudden illness.

Ohe QYemple of Hahn seems to be ignoring Cllr Gralgar's call for reform. GYhe only person willing to
comment was Pendentite Antonius who took the time to tell us that Cllr Galgar's accusations were too
ludicrous to be worth him spending any time on. (Cllr Gralgar is continuing her campaign and issued the following
statement. "A[l this proves is that the Hahnites have no idea how to put their house in order and are therefore



hiding behind cheap jibes and platitudes to disguise the intellectual vacuum within the Gyemple." Ghe Gyemple may
not be bothered by Cllr Gralgar, however it seems that the Committee for daw and Order is. dts Chairman,
Alderman Cox, has proposed a formal motion of censure against Cllr Sralgar. She stated that Cllr Gralgar's
actions, in making an unwarranted attack on the [ega[ structure c[uring a time when the cit\z was just recovering
from civil unrest, were grossly irresponsible.

Elsewhere in the city Councillor (Reg Marc has been suffering from an attack of bilious humours, a
bad pint from his mass-proc[uction [wewer\z, critics suggest. Qur expert imbiber, Chinon, seems to agree that
there has been a noticeable drop in quality since the Marcs opened their new tavern in Graringdon. (suess they
Jjust can't get hold of enough rats to add the distinctive flavour any more/
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ife in the wards of the west hill has been disrupted by an unexpected wave of violence. irst Cllr
Oiliniel Gralgar was attacked by swordsmen and barely escaped with her [ife, then Alderman Bert PBelcher
was shot and seriously wounded by an archer, who then shot Alderman (Mowbray the next night. Hhe attackers
were more vicious than skilful, and both _Alderman Mowbray and (Cllr SGralgar are expected to make a full
recovery. Alderman Bert Pelcher is still in the Horian CInfirmary. Unvestigations by the (Drapers and Gailors
uild have revealed that the incidents were not, as first thought, connected with the boundary change or the
motion of censure, but related in fact to Ellis evon's imprisonment. Hwo youngsters have been detained after
a midnight chase through the streets of {Dowgate by Olnorth exter's men, who were acting on a tip off.
Sheriff Maxil has since confirmed that ex-(llr (Pevon has been seriously ill in prison for some weeks.

Dhe events of the previous month led to interesting scenes at the end-of—month Witanmoot session,
as first Alderman Mowbray and then Cllr Galgar staggered to the floor to verbally attack each other. (espite
a thought provoking lecture by Sergio Aragonis on the values and principles of free speech, the ‘establishment’
factions lined up to ensure that the concept was thoroughly squashed. G)he motion of censure against Cllr Gralgar
was carried by 169 votes to 104. Qhe proposed Welland/Shambles boundary change was far more hotly
contested, however (sillian Howe's persuasive arguments took effect and a [ast minute switch by (Cllr
Perignon’s faction ensured that the motion was carried by 140 votes to 133. dord Courtney has ruled that most
changes are to be completed by the start of Heliora, except for the Councillors who must remain in their present
ward until the Midwinter elections. Ghe meeting ended with a surprise speech by Alderman Mowbray, who
managed to rise from his seat long enough to formally accuse Cllr Reg Marc of serious and treacherous
misconduct. Alderman Isenbard has insisted that Cllr (Marc attends a hearing within the month. Dhis comes at a
particularly bad time for Cllr Marc, who not only remains vilely il[, but who also has son Carl in prison.
Alderman Clsenbard is refusing to elaborate on Carls exact misdemeanour.

Passengers attempting to travel the river this past month have become the victims of a sudden wave
of crime, which has included theft, mugging and worse. Several people have been reported missing and the port
authorities have confirmed that an entire goods barge has disappeared. Ghe trouble appears to be centred around
the floating market, and Cllr (Buggs Moran of (Dowgate has demanded that the (Knight Marshal destroy the
river slum,

Earlier in the month Jord (Courtney's inaugural ball was held at the QWitanmoot. After a
sumptuous banquet guests were entertained by (Cllr (Dexter's stylish new musical composition, and then the
dancing Began. Ohe belle of the ball was unc[oubtec[[y young 3u[ia @erignon, who caught the attention of most of
the bachelors attending, and not a few of the married gentlemen as well, notably dord Courtney himself. Jord
Courtney's other companions frequently included Cllr Sralgar and the Jady Llspeth. Hhe wine continued to
flow and it wasn't [ong before the Jevestone councillors, Septer and Perignon, indulged in an open display of
incivi[it\z. Ohe squabble stopped somewhat short of a duel, but Jord Courtne\z has exercised his prerogative in
banning both of them from future balls. A(so banned is Cllr Aragonis, who partook rather too enthusiastically of
the free wine, and [ater comp[ete[xz disgraced himse[f.

(Cllr Perignon’s problems have not ended with the (Ball. Jord Courtney has been forced to issue a
writ for her arrest, following widespread allegations that Cllr Perignon has been misusing guild funds for
personal gain. Qhe trial will be held next month, and Beatrice’s Alderman and (Guild treasurer, Alderman
Mowbray, is expected to be a key witness. he current trial of Petronella Falbot, also accused of embezzling
guild funds, has ended with her acquittal. Grellow Chandler Mary (lifford has chosen this month to [eave Cllr
Oralgar's faction and join the obviously more notorious entourage of Beatrice Perignon.

(zax has once again taken to preacﬁing from the {Mootstone arguing, if our reporter understands
this correct[\z, for greater civic inﬂuence and more discretionar\z powers for the Aldermen and Councillors who
sit in judgement at the civic courts. G)he genera[ contents appear to have gone down well at the Witanmoot,
although phrases (ike “disenthralling the magistrative structure from the constraints of an overly inflexible



legislative system”, sank without trace into a sea of glazed expressions. ‘In recent months (5ax has been
particularly associated with (Malcolm (Mowbray's faction, however his recent preaching seems to have taken
that worthy Alderman by surprise. "Wonder who's been pulling his stringsQ" was the Alderman’s initial
reaction,

p at the Citadel everyone appears to be far too busy preparing for the Princess’ Midsummer
wedding to notice the problems of the city. Dhe Prapers and Jailors (Guild is refusing to accept any more
commissions, and bolts OJ’ silk are now said to be unobtainable. Qut on the tourney ﬁe[c[s the construction OJ’ the
platform and the marquees are well advanced, awaiting only final decoration with flowers. Hhe Common
Council has already been honoured by the king with a demand for extra funds, and much of this has already been
collected. (suilds are hoping to recoup the loss by the extra influx of summer visitors attending the wedding.
Qv(any inns, and not a few private fiouses, are adc[ing extent ions in order to oj:fer more accommodation over the
summer, Many local Wardmoots are responding by tightening up on the procedures for planning permission.

(News from the City States confirms that the war between Qrissa and (Kerun has ended as
abruptly as it started. (Inconfirmed reports say that the City State of Adaqua has invaded the Duchy of
Cascorach via the Shelang Pass. Should this news prove to be correct, it may well explain the continued
absence of the bridegroom from the Princess’ wedding preparations. Young Roland [)ixon appears to share his
uncle’s predilection for duelling, and has challenged the hapless Carl Marc to a duel. Carl however remains
ﬁrm[\z imprisoned in the ‘Welland [ock—up; the meeting between these young hiot-heads will have to wait,
Councillors of Bridge ward have been receiving several complaints about the shoddy masonry on the bridge's
southern supports. Ohe Bridge fhas been renovated in recent years, and residents say that such extensive erosion
should not occur so quickly. Councillors are particularly worried that access may have to be restricted at a time
when the river ferries are so badly disrupted by crime.

Ohe (srossers (suild has been particularly worried by recent rumours that a new type of sheep
parasite has been discovered. ‘If true, this could result in the burning of all stocks of fleece in the city, and will
push up the price of woollen garments for the winter. Hhe Wellhouse of Daleth is not yet prepared to comment.

Orinally, nominations are now open for the two posts of Sheriff within the city. (Kennet (Maxil has
a[read\z been re-nominated J”or another term, and furtﬁer nominations are sought from amongst the Aldermen,
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With [ess than two weeks to go until the %ya[ C\Vedcfing, the Chroniclers are pleased to report the
timely arrival of the Bridegroom in the city of Jinrodeth. Ghe (Puke's entourage consisted only of a [light
mounted escort; but no doubt the caravan of servants, wedcﬁng clothes, household treasury and ﬁne gifts for his
beloved bride will arrive [ater. Qut on the Gourney Frields, the wedding enclosure has been completed and the
rest of the area is now covered with the camps of visitors too poor to stay inside the city. espite the hot
weather the marsh continues to be hazardous to the unwary, and Yord Courtney has ordered ropes laid around
the edge of it after some tents sank without trace overnight.

Ohe influx of visitors for the Princess’ wedding has been causing problems in a number of wards.
As the city fills up and accommodation becomes scarce a number of complaints have been made against the
Hostlers (uild for "raising prices to ludicrous [evels". A spokesman for the (suild stated that they were only
reacting to the demands of the market and could not be blamed for the problem. A number of citizens who have
been forced out of their accommodation by the price hike are considering further action.

Ohe QYemple of G)orus has issued a warning that the crowded situation within the city is [ikely to
lead to a serious risk of plague, and have asked Jord (Courtney to close the city gates to further visitors,
Physickian (Maelenun said that “with the increased population, many of whom are [iving in unsuitable
conditions, there is an obviously increased risk of disease. & veryone should be on their guard, and any incidence
of fever should be reported to the temple immediately."

Amid growing concern over the recent crime wave, Alderman (Cox has issued instructions for all
watches to be strengthened. Most of the trouble seems to stem from the rowdiness around the taverns as the
celebrations begin to get into full swing. “It is beflieved that the Committee for daw and Order is considering
closing some of the worst establishments and/or hiring mercenaries to keep order. Hhey have denied rumours
that they have appealed to the Citadel for help.

Ohe trial of (Beatrice Perignon was held last week, in a blisteringly hot courtroom presided over
by dord Paston Courtney. Armundus Septer's evidence was concisely delivered by Pendentite Jeremiah, and
vouched for by Cllr Matthew ixon. ‘In defence Pendentite Antonius gave the courtroom an entertaining
summary of the ongoing feud between (Cllrs Perignon and (Pixon, and cast doubt on the credibility of the
evidence. Alderman %W[Jray then gave evidence, on Beha[f of the ((Dintners' (suild, that Peatrice's accounts
had been fully audited by the guild and were all in order. Gurther witnesses were called by both sides, and
tempers began to fray in the heat of the afternoon. As the tide of opinion slowly turned against (Beatrice
Perignon, dord Courtney brought the trial to a close. A verdict of guilty was eventually returned, and Jord
Courtney sentenced \Mys Perignon to be banished from the city. ‘It is believed that (Beatrice has already left the
city to spend the summer on her southern estates.

‘In a subdued hearing before Alderman James Isenbard, a tired and drawn Reg Marc refuted the
allegations of treachery and sedition made by Alderman (Mowbray. A written testimony was provided by
Malcolm Mowbray, who was too ill to attend in person. Alderman ‘Isenbard took only half an hour to decide
that the allegations were "unsubstantiated rumours” and dismissed them.

Jafer in a surprise announcement at the Empty (Barrel, Reg Marc resigned from his office as a
councillor for the ward of Welland. G)his was apparently on the advice of the Gyorians priests, who have told
him to stay away from stressful activities. Dhe bulk of the {Marces' business is now being handled by his son Carl,
and it is expected that Alderman CIsenbard will also invite Carl to replace Reg in the wardmoot.

(Nominations for the shrievalties have now closed with only three nominations having been made,
(Kennet (Maxil has once again been nominated, this time by Jilith Jandsdowne and (5ibian Horl. He is
challenged by the Chairman for daw and QOrder Samantha Cox mominated by Aldermen Shefford and
Worton), and by Alan (5riffiths the well respected Alderman of Pracas. Rumours that Elliot Sparman would
run, tﬁereby offering the possibi[it\z of both Sﬁeriffs coming from the same ward, seem to have been unfounded.



(Ex -councillor Ellis Pevon died in prison last week. His widow had been campaigning vigorously
J‘or his release on humanitarian 9rounds, and has recent[\z become quite vocal in denouncing the conditions in our
prisons. A spokesman for the prison told us " Afthough My Devon's death is regrettable, it should be remembered
that he was a convicted traitor, who was originally sentenced to death. [ find the idea that we should imprison
people in pleasant conditions difficult to understand, imprisonment is after all meant to be a punishment."

Alderman Shefford of (Bardsgate has this week announced the arrest of the thieves responsible for
the jewellery thefts which have plagued the ward. “In a statement to the Chronicle she explained, "the thieves
were tracked down by a group of students who have been working on the crimes since the beginning of the year.
Ohe thieves were based in (Bassishaw, and were coming into this ward and the ones near it to commit their
crimes”, One of the items recovered is believed to be a bronze casket stolen from ((Janessa St dgwrence nearly
two years ago, which was serving as the thieves' storage chest.
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Midsummer day was, thank the (sods, Bright and sunny, with not even a breeze to disturb the
masses of flowers and the dripping marsh plants that someone had managed to weave into the canopy. PDhese last
were hurriedly cleared away before trumpets announced the first of the important guests in a long procession
from the Citadel. Qhe settling of the invited guests into the stands took most of the morning, although the
Qourney Tields themselves had been packed since before dawn. Grinally the bridegroom appeared and, to a
curious mixture of cheers and whistles from the crowd, took his place on the platform.

Shortly before Midday the approaching deafening cheer marked the progress of the (Royal family
through the crowd. Ghe (King and the (Princess joined uke Alexander on the platform where everyone could
admire the Princess’ e[egant dress of silver silk, and its [ong, [ong train which took attendants at [east ﬁve
minutes to pack onto the platform. Ghis at [east gave the noise a chance to die down before the (King started to
speak. (His formal announcement of the marriage was slightly marred by the sounds of a continuing party at the
edge of the crowd. Surprisingly, full silence was achieved when the (King asked for any objections to the
marriage, a[tﬁou.gh hie was resting his hand [ight[}g on his sword hilt at the time.

Ohe [ull continued as the bride and groom spoke their vows, and the (King pronounced the ancient
binding:

"Ohis bond I draw between you; that though you are parted in mind or in ﬁod\z, there will be a call
in the core of you, one to another, that nothing, no one else will answer to. By the secrets of earth and water,
this bond is woven, unbreakable, irrevocable; [J\Z the [aw that created ﬁre and wind this call is set in you, in [ife
and beyond (ife.”

"Now," said the (King. "(ive your names to each other."

" Alexander."

“leanor."

Ohe crowd erupted into cheers once again while the young couple shared the ceremonial cup of
wine, and the recognised High (Priests stepped up to add their blessings. Dhe end of the blessing was the general
signal for most of the assembled throng to start a party and to unwrap numerous picnic bundles. GYhe official
guests had a far hungrier and more restless time as the bride and groom were now posed for the official portrait.
An hour [ater the (Duke finally extracted himself from his wife's train and led the (Royal party back to the
Citadel for the banquet. he by now ravenous official guests followed with more haste than dignity, and [eft the
site to the souvenir hunters. \Much later that afternoon well-wishers [ined ‘Wheat Hill, Moot ‘Way and Gyemple
Hill for the Princess and Puke's departure through the city. Her Highness wore an elaborate gown,
Beautifu[[y embroidered with summer ﬂowers. Her husband, By contrast, had opted for simple peasants garb.
Ohe wisdom of this became clear around ()owgate where, in addition to the showers of rose petals, two ripe
tomatoes hit him squarely in the back. With this tasteless reminder, the couple rode out of the city and on to the
(King's hunting [odge some miles upriver, where they and their escort of 100 heavy cavalry spent the night.

Ohe cost of cleaning up the city after the recent celebrations is causing some concern to (seorge
Qmon, the Chair of the @ﬂzasur\z. It seems that the cit\z's coﬁers fave not yet recovered from the (lng‘s
earfier tax, and the [oss of the summer fair has also been noticeable. Hhe Chroniclers trust that any further taxes
will be as [ight as possib[e, and that Jord Courtne\z will make signiﬁcant persona[ donations to alleviate this
problem.

Ohe first contested sheriff elections for many years turned out to be hard-fought. Hhe votes
eventua[[y sp[it almost even[\z, with on[xz a J’ew votes separating the candidates. G)he ﬁna[ results were;

Samantha Cox 8 votes (Kennet {Maxil 7 votes _Alan (5riffiths 6 votes



Sheriffs Cox and Maxil were then sworn in, and nominations are now open for the Aldermanship
of Oldgate. Over in Welland, the co-option of Carl Marc onto the ‘Wardmoot has been prevented by (Cllr
(sillian How of Shambles. Councillor How wishes to contest this post and a by-election has been called for the
end of the month.

As many citizens will a[reac[\z be aware, Jinrodeth's [wic[ge has been closed this month J’or
emergency repairs. Qhe (suild of ‘Watermen are confident that they can cope with the increase in custom
caused by this and by the influx of wvisitors for the wedding. As (Guildmaster Spittle told the Chroniclers
"Queues for our boats are waiting no more than five minutes longer than usual, so ‘I urge citizens to have a
modicum of patience and not to reck[ess[\z trust themselves to these unskilled, amateur boatmen who have neither
guild training nor our many years of experience." Grortunately for the city, the recent wave of crime on the
river seems to have died down. (No more than the usual number of missing people have been reported this month.

An outbreak of nausea and sweating in the ward of Portsoken is being investigated by the G)orian
Oemple, despite Alderman Worton's claim that it was only caused "0y all the excitement of the occasion.”
Physickian Maelenun (Cassida criticised (Nicholas Worton's comment saying that it showed “a disturbing lack of
understanding of the problem”. Worryingly, old Armundus Septer has recently been [ooking far more frail than
usual, and has cancelled several engagements due to 'ill-health’. (Readers will remember that Reg Marc
resigned [ast month for similar reasons. Grears that the illness may be spreading throughout the city have
encouraged many citizens to depart to the countryside for the remainder of the summer.

Although Olnorth (Dexter’s faction suffered an unexpected defeat in the Midsummer elections, the
man himself seems to be happy with the wealthy Jady Elspeth consoling him. GYhe two have been painting the
town red in recent weeks, and Alderman Andrews has become a rather [ess frequent visitor to the (Pexter
mansion,
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Jord Paston Courtney is pleased to announce a general amnesty in celebration of the marriage of
‘Her Highness the Princess Eleanor to Puke Alexander Calverin of Cascorach. G)he chroniclers note that the
most important beneficiary of this amnesty is one (Beatrice Perignon (it came a little late for Elis Pevon), who
was exiled [ast {Menderal for misuse of funds. One of the first people to welcome the announcement was (llr
Mary Clifford, who praised Jord Courtney's generosity and announced her intention to support Ms Perignon’s
faction in the Witanmoot.

Ohe old man of the moot, Armundus Septer, has been rushed to the Qorian infirmary after
suffering a dramatic seizure during a debate in the court of common council. Reports from the temple indicate
that the venerable scrivener is very ill. Reports from Portsoken ward indicate that the sweating fever has been
contained in that area. However, two new outbreaks have been reported in the Graringdon and Cripplegate
wards. ‘In an effort to speed up the exodus of visitors from the city, (sibian Horl, the Chair of Shipping, has
arrangec[ for extra passenger sﬁips to J‘err\z peop[e down the coast, two of these have been loaned from the roya[

ﬂeet.

Ohe Welland by-election has been won by Carl Marcs, although by a much smaller margin than
had been expected. ‘It would appear that the residents of 'south Welland' turned out en mass to support Cllr
‘Howe. Only feverish late afternoon campaigning by Carl's supporters seems to have saved him (and Alderman
‘Isenbard) from an embarrassing defeat. Cllr Marcs' celebrations have been somewhat dampened by the
intervention of young (Roland )ixon, who took the opportunity of Cllr {Marcs swearing-in to point out that he
had been avoiding a duel for some time. GYhe next morning the two met and, despite a valiant and skilled display
from (Cllr Marc, young Roland soundly defeated him. {Many observers are now describing him as one of the
most st\z[ish duellists the\Z have seen for some time, and it would seem that his uncle may have some serious
competition.

More outbreaks of the sweating fever have been reported in Jevestone, Cadene and PBassishaw.
ord Courtney has cancelled the debate on the economy and has been holding emergency meetings with the
Y Y 9 gency g
(Knjight-Marshall and the Gyorians.

“It would appear that Olnorth (Dexter's personal relationships have undergone yet another reversal.
Jady ELlspeth has become enamoured of a young courtier and has left the city to travel to Cascorach with the
(Princess’ entourage, taking her lover with her. Cllr (Dexter has returned his attentions to Alderman Andrews,
who appears to be much happier nowadays.

LATE NEWS!

Ohe sweating plague has broken out across the city and the (Knight Marshall has dissolved the
Witanmoot and declared martial [aw. GHhe GYorians are no longer answering calls for help and have just closed
the Qemple precincts to the public. Groops out on the highways are preventing any further people from leaving
the city. Citizens are instructed to stay indoors and to despite any dead onto the road at dusk. Anyone breaking
curfew will be shot.
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Ohe plague has [oosened its grip on the city, [eaving many families mourning their dead. Among the
dead are Aldermen (Rosalinde Preston, Elliot Sparman and Philip Tittle, and Councillors Philip Portman
and Richard Nixon. Hhe Kunight-Marshal is still keeping the roads closed, but has announced that the Moot
Wwill be permitted to re-convene next month.

Oood supplies in Jinrodeth are beginning to run low, due to the interdiction of traders and goods
going to the cit\z. Sir Salverian, the %jﬂf‘lt Marshal, has assured us that the harvest outside the river va[[exz is
going well, and that an emergency shipment of grain is being organised. He is confident that the outbreak of
p[ague has been effective[xz conﬁned to the region surrounding the cit\z'

Ohe bridge has once more been re-opened, and Master Mason James St-(5eorge, has assured the
Jord that it is once again safe for use. “In a worrying development James St-(5eorge has ascribed the bridge’s
poor condition to deliberate sabotage. Fe told the Chronicle, "Ghe construction of the bridge was sound,
however I found numerous examples of deliberate damage, and removal of stone blocks. I would seriously
advise that guards are set until a full investigation can be made."
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On Keyll Grirstday the Kaight Marshall, Sir Salverian, announced the following appointments to

the vacant Alderman posts;

C[shtan Elliot Anderson
Cadene ‘Helen (Kreft
Cripplegate Alan Carter
Oldgate Puncan Parnett

Some factions within the Witanmoot have expressed concern over this pre-emption of democracy.
‘However, commenting on the appointments, Jord Courtney pointed out, "During martial law Sir Salverian
can do whatever he [ikes, and persona[[y I do J"ee[ that he was right to restore direct civic control of the watch
in these wards at the earliest opportunity. We should perhaps consider granting this power to the Court of
Aldermen in future. When asked about objections to her appointment as Alderman of Cadene, Helen (Kreft
replied, "Ohe Knight Marshall only appointed me to hold the Aldermanship until the midwinter elections. ‘It is
an honour [ take very seriously, and to show my commitment to the ward I intend to buy property here and to
contest the seat at the midwinter election. G)he householders of Cadene will have the final say."

Ohe Knight Marshall formally handed back control of the city to the Witanmoot on (Kyyll
q\ﬁnthday, and the CInterdiction was [iftecf. Since then supp[ies have been streaming into the city, and it would
appear that the threat of starvation has been averted. CIn an interesting development, Jord (Courtney has
requested a rebate on the cit\Z‘s taxes to the f@}g J‘or this year, in order to enable it to recover from the
depletions of the plague and (although he isn't saving this in so many words), on the grounds that the city has been
run by the (Knight {Marshal for well over a month.

Ohe sadly depleted Witanmoot reconvened on Qyenthday, to resume the business of government.
Ohe first session was opened by Cllr Matthew (ixon, who proposed a vote of thanks to the Gorian G)emple for
their work. Qhis received widespread approval and a number of other councillors spoke to record their thanks,
Afterwards (Malcolm Mowbray proposed thanks and an increased civic grant to the Brynettes, to assist their
efforts to provide a supply of sweet water to all of the city. Dhis was passed by a surprisingly small majority.

News from the (Princess’ new home in (Cascorach is that the Princess is having a noticeable
influence. Phe Puke’s interest in auc[iting and accounts has increased dramatically, with the result that many
long-standing household members have [ost their posts. Of immediate interest to merchants is the fact that the
guild charters of Cascorach city have been “recalled for review". (qRumours of a subsequent trading free-for-all
have reached Jinrodeth, but unfortunate[y news of further c[eve[opments may well hiave to wait until the thaw,

Several people claim to have seen Armundus Septer tottering around the town these past few
weeks. Qhis has come as a surprise to most who had assumed that the old man had finally died even before the
p[ague struck, Qther rumours, that a m\zsterious wooden box had been sent J‘rom the Septer fiousehold down to
Cascorach, where the (Necromancer (Rovyal is staying, are unconfirmed and unlikely to be true.

Beatrice Perignon and her J"ami[y made a conspicuous return to the city of Jinrodeth, [ooking ﬁt
and well after, as (Beatrice put it, "an invigorating sojourn in the countryside." Ms Perignon’s forced exile
ended after Jord Courtney's had issued an amnesty in celebration of the Princess’ marriage. Her daughter
Yulia, much in demand on the social circuit, has immediately set about ordering a new wardrobe suggesting that
the country sojourn was not to her taste at [east. Son (suimar has disappeared back to his gamb[ing clubs, which
may be the reason why old Beatrice herself has started called on her friends to do a [ittle debt collecting. Arch-
rival Cllr Matthew ()ixon has been taking her return to dinrodeth fairly calmly, commenting "I [ike to give
opponents the first move."

More gossip of romance in QOlnorth (Dexter's faction, this time Cllr Alan riffiths, the duelling
dyer of (Dracas, is turning his attentions and not inconsiderable charm on fellow councillor Poppy Soboll.
(Never mind the “Justice Jeague, is someone starting a breakaway Seduction Jeague?
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Ohe main news this month comes from (Cascorach, where it has been confirmed that the guild
charters were not recalled for review, as previously believed, but have in fact been formally revoked by the
Princess. go[[owing the announcement of this shocking news in the Witanmoot, Jord Courtney was J”orced to
close the council session as councillors rushed to discuss the implications with fellow guildmembers. (Most guilds
have expressed grave concern to the Citadel, however their requests for a statement J"rom s QV(qjest\z have
been ignored, and fear is now spreading that similar action may take place in qinrodeth. (5eorge Rimon, the
most outspoken of the Alderman, is reported to have said, "C[J" this act of [unacy is repeated here, then all hefl will
break out, A free for all would do terrible damage to the standards we have all come to expect from the guilds,
and would completely remove the essential training which our apprentice system provides."

Ohe confusion and uncertainty caused by the Charter Crisis has added a new dimension to the
political reshuffling which normally takes place in the run-up to an election. As guild officials jitter over the
possib[e ovemight removal of their power, many citizens are turning to the council as the on[\z certain p[ace
where they will be able to exert influence on the city. And it would seem that this years elections could be some
of the most hard fought for some time. Phe existing political groupings are already beginning to break up under
the pressure and numerous faction changes are being rumoured. Ghe most dramatic so far being the defection of
Mary (lifford from (Beatrice Perignon to her arch-rival Matthew Pixon. Meanwhile Armundus Septer's
grouping continues to disintegrate as the old man's condition fails to improve, and Carl Marc seems to be
struggling to hold together the powerful grouping built up by his father. ‘In an attempt to maintain its political
hold on the city, the Justice Jeague seems to be spending most of its time in fruitless discussions with other
factions; although their leading light Olnorth Dexter may have other things on his mind. Qhere are persistent
rumours that Cllr (Q)exter has proposed to Alderman Miranda Andrews. However it would appear that she is
yet to be convinced that he has forsaken his p[axzboy [ifest\z[e, and no engagement announcement has been made.

Ohe winter balls have got oﬂ" to an ear[\z start, as people attempt to [ift the air of mourning that has
hung over the city since the plague. Amongst the many revellers two people have been outstandingly noticeable;
Cllr Carl Marcs and the eminently eligible Julia Perignon have both been breaking hearts throughout the city.
A number of young bloods have been vying to escort young YJulia, but it is said that only Grerdinand Jansdowne
has managed to win (Ma (Beatrice’s approval.

Cllr Arianne Pencric of Marshgate has suffered a serious financial blow at the hands of bandits
who continue to cause problems to travellers on the (sreat Road. (Cllr Pencric [ost four wagons to the bandits,
in ‘what she describes as an act of shear vandalism. Apparently after murdering the guards the outlaws stole
some small items and destroyed the rest of the goods. Cllr Pencric has denied rumours that the [oss will force
her to withdraw from her offices in order to concentrate of rebuilding her business.

gina[[y, a quote from Beatrice @erignon, who it seems is still having trouble shaking off fher
criminal image "‘I'm not saying anything; it will incriminate me and appear in the Chronicle”.
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Ohe Honourable Elrissa Sandelli, envoy from the city of Salvoyn, has called on the guilds of
Jinrodeth to protect their democracy and hard--won guild charters by joining Salvoyn in a boycott of trade with
Cascorach. Hhis unexpected and dramatic call was made at a civic banquet during (Kruthos Grirstweek, and has
increased fears that Cascorach’s abolition of guild privileges is the start of a much wider attack on free citizens
across the country, Sandelli's after-dinner speech seems to have caught a complacent establishment by surprise,
and as yet no official reply has been made by ord Courtney's offices. Grurther enquiries by the Chronicle have
revealed that the city of Sa[voyn has a[read\z implemented this scheme, and has been restricting trade to
Cascorach from the port for the past half year. ‘While appreciating that the democratic government of a city
should be stout[}g defended, the chroniclers are wondering why such measures were taken Before the Princess'
marriage and subsequent reforms?

Ohe run up to the midwinter elections has seen the media machine of the CJustice Jeague roll
smooth[\z into action, oﬁering a [ist of ‘approved candidates' for voters from one side of the cit\Z to another.
Surprisingly perhaps neither Cllr (Dixon nor Ms Perignon, those long-standing faction [eaders, have offered
any alternatives, (Ms Perignon refused to comment to the Chronicle and (Cllr Dixon has taken to hiring
bodyguards. It is a sad reflection on the state of politics today. Perhaps the new year will bring a healthy
opposition party to the cit\z, but don't hold your breath.

Aside J"rom the usual Bright young things. eager to party their way into the new year, the most
persistent socialite this month has been none other than Armundus Septer. Master Septer has been afflicted by
illness since the spring, and this month he seems to be determined to emphasise that he is still alive and doing
business.

Rumours still surround the erratic relationship between Cllr Olnorth (Dexter and Alderman
Miranda Andrews. Qhe [atest snippet to reach our ears suggests that Miranda is examining the (Dexter
accounts; but as no announcement has been forthcoming we can only assume that qinrodeth’s ‘most eligible'
bachelor isn't balanced enough for (suildmaster Andrews. (But maybe some asset stripping will come [ater?)

Late Netos

Ohe midwinter elections saw a [arge turnout of citizens still upset by the plague and the rumours of
an impending guild charter crisis. Apart from Welland and Cadene, most places saw a large swing of opinion
away J"rom the current ofﬁce holders. gortunate[y for them, opinions on alternative candidates remained deep[xz
divided and most aldermen retained their posts with sharply reduced majorities. Dhe only upset was Helen
%}ej’t who, perhaps unsurprising[y’ lost her recent appointment and is replaced B\Z a local [ass, Melanie
(Romanie. Elsewhere the ever-popular James CIsenbard managed to increase his majority, which perhaps
reflects the [oss of his old rival (Reg {Marc from the pofitical scene.

Other newcomers which the Chronicle welcomes to the gladiators arena of the Witanmoot are
(Cllrs Janice PJravers, Neville ((Yincent, John Madigan, Sue Quinn, Hony Walker, Mary Hastings, Neil
Cracknel and Jenny Pavy.
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‘It is with deep regret that the Chronicle announces the death of (Baldwin (Underwood. Ghe
alderman’s body was discovered this morning hanging from one of the supports of dinrodeth Bridge, by members
of the [ocal watch. Councillors from (Bridge Wardmoot say that they have not yet ruled out the possibility of
suicide. Alderman ((Inderwood was a well-[iked resident of (Dowgate, and a tireless campaigner against the
depredations of the nearby river scum. e will be best remembered for his strong leadership during times of
crisis, such as when the floating market caught fire. Alderman (5ibian Horl would [ike to hear from anyone
who was trave[[ing a[ong the river [ast night, or from anyone who may have seen (Raldwin (Underwood aﬁer
Orour of the clock yesterday.

(News from the Witanmoot. G)he following Aldermen have been returned to offices unopposed:
(5eorge (Rimon remains Chair of the Qreasury, Alison Shefford remains Chair of Welfare and Education,
Suzan Fraithside remains Chair of dands and Agriculture, and Alan (5riffiths remains (Envoy to Salvoyn

Ohe following nominations have been received for the other offices:
orade: Miranda Andrews (£, OY)) Ann Qasker (AS)
Shipping: (sibian Horl (E) Olivia Warin (MM
Jaw/Qrder: Malcolm Mowbray (OP) Ariane Pencric (AS)
Eresan: Pert Pelcher (A Olivia Warin (E)

Ohe office of envoy to (Nyskilde has sadly become vacant, and will now be the direct appointment of
Jord Courtney.

Armundus Septer continues his rebirth on the social scene with a major ball to celebrate his
amazing recovery and, as he himself puts it, "to get back into the swing of things." Dhe only problems seem to
have come from the seating plan; which resulted in arch rivals (Beatrice Perignon and Matthew ixon sitting
at the same table. (Not perhaps the atmosphere young Srerdinand dansdowne was hoping for when he escorted
Yulia to the ball. Perhaps it was Peatrice’s cutting description of (Matthew's musical presentation, or
Matthew's insistence on discussing the declining ethics of councillors that really set things going, but by the middle
of the evening both respected councillors were [osing their dignity. Only the audacious action of (Roland [)ixon
prevented an ugly scene; his persistent choice of Julia Perignon as a dancing partner kept diverting Ma
(Beatrice's attention,

Elsewhere at the ball, Alderman Miranda Andrews was getting impatience at the tardy arrival of
her partner, Olnorth exter. Fis eventual arrival and opening words “A[gject apo[ogies, q on[\z just noticed
what the time was" did nothing to improve her temper, and the relationship [ooks rather icy at the moment. A
rather happier escort appeared to be Sir Henry Tongbridge, who was accompanying Cllr Aralan (Derwent.

“In response to the call J’or sanctions 6\2 the (Envoy from Sa[voxzn, the gustice %ague have made the
following announcement:
"“In the light of the current [evel of public concern about the status of the (suild Charters in
Cascorach, we feel that a few comments would not go amiss. Jast autumn the (suilds of Cascorach were found
ﬁy Fer (Higﬁness, the ﬂ)rincess (Eleanor, to be corrupt. Consequent[\z she took corrective action, name[\z their
revocation. Qhis situation has no direct bearing on the (Guilds of dinrodeth. While it is true that the trade
situation with Cascorach at the beginning of winter was unclear, we do not share the (Envoy of Sa[voyn's fack
of confidence in Her (Higfmess, and are confident that the thaw will Bring with it news of a satisfactory
resolution to the situation. We would therefore [ike to reassure the citizens that there is no cause for concern.”

Alderman Miranda Andrews (outgoing Chair for Qrade)

‘It has been brought to the Chroniclers attention that in our issue of Kryll 140 we published an
article which could be read to imply that the Chronicle believes the rumours that the Astrologer (Rovyal has
indulged in necromantic practices. ‘We would [ike to make it unequivocally clear that the Chronicle has never
given any credence to these rumours,
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Bleak winds off the icy marshes made the civic funeral for Baldwin (Inderwood an uncomfortable
occasion, but nonetheless a large crowd gathered to pay respects to the late alderman. After Jord Courtney's
address several other co[[eagues were moved to speak, inc[uding Sherij’f Cox, who had worked c[ose[xz with
Baldwin (Inderwood during the Castlemaine incident, and the new Alderman Mary (lifford, who was at
pains to emphasis that (Inderwood was in good mental, physica[ and ﬁsca[ health at the time of his death. G)he
pyre was [it by his widow Molly.

‘Immediately after the cremation the new chair for daw & QOrder, Malcolm Mowbray, announced
an ofﬁcia[ wide-mnging investigation into the affairs of the aldermen and the Aldermanic Court, a[though fie
maintains that this is not a direct result of {(Inderwood’s mysterious death. Several other [eading councillors
have also begun investigations into each others affairs. Qhe most interesting of these is Olnorth Pexter's
investigation of the Perignon family, which is fuelling the dockside rumours that Cllr (Beatrice was seen with
Underwood shortly before his death.

Ohe Chroniclers are pleased to announce the following election results:
orade: Miranda Andrews, 19 votes Ann Qasker 4 votes
Shipping: Olivia Warin, 16 votes (sibian Horl 7 votes
Taw/Qrder: Malcolm Mowbray 20 votes, Ayiane Pencric 3 votes
Eresan: Pert Pelcher 20 votes, Olivia Warin 3 votes

So again the Yustice Jeague achieves a clean sweep. Shortly after the elections, the Wardmoot of
(Dowgate announced that Mary Clifford had become the new alderman for the ward in an uncontested election.

‘In a short announcement, Jord (Courtney made the unexpected appointment of (Cllr Matthew
Pixon as the envoy to (Nyski[de, a post more usua[[\z ﬁ[[ed [nz aldermen. CInitial specu[ation that this was a p[oy
by the Justice Jeague to remove opposition has been denied by Cllr Dixon himself, who insisted that he was
p[easec[ and honoured to be the envoy, and was [ooking forward to the posting. @unters have now decided that
the appointment is in the nature of a subtle insult to the (semot of (Nyskilde, and are [ooking forward to a new
trade war,

Aside from [ow—[ife rumours and lnorth's persistent curiosit\z, Beatrice Terignon has had a Busxz
month arranging candlefit dinners for young YJulia and Frerdinand Tansdowne, while avoiding the stalking
spectre of Cllr PDixon. ‘Inevitably, Matthew ixon eventually cornered her in the Witanmoot and issued a
flamboyant challenge to duel, citing her criticism of his musical skills at Septer's banquet as his main grudge.
Which on[\z goes to show that in these times of sudden suicides and gui[d charter reviews, there are still peop[e
willing to die for their artistic opinions. Jrortunately for music critics everywhere, the duel has been
unexpectedly and indefinitely postponed by the appointment of Cllr (Dixon to (Nyskilde. Shortly thereafter he
was escorted to the dock where hie boarded the Jeyiathon, commanded by one Captain Eagleview, to convey an
urgent communication to (Nyski[c[e. Ohe ship c[u[\z headed out of port into the Biting winds, and hopefu[[\z we will
be hearing of ‘Mad Pog Tagleview later in the year
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With the thaw comes news from the (Cascorach. Her Highness the (Princess Eleanor has
announced the formation of the (suilds of Merchant Adventurers, Provisioners and Craftsmen. Qhese guilds
replace those disbanded 6\3 the Princess last year. Chairman for orade, Miranda Andrews, welcomed the
news, saying that it vindicated her stance against the call for sanctions made by Salvoyn envoy Elrissa
Sandelli. Other interesting news concerns the (Duke’s intention to keep the streets patrolled b\Z the army, rather
than permitting a return to a civic watch. He has announced the formation of the Grirst Cascorach CInfantry
Regiment, which will be drawn from the City to carry out this task. A statement on this significant development
has not been forthcoming from the Citadel, which has been at pains not to comment of the Princess’ management
of the Cascorach (Dukedom. However a reporter for the Chronicle has managed to discover that the (King is
keen to see the militarisation of Cascorach, in order to fend off the anticipated (5elt aggression. ‘It has also been
suggested that His (Mgjesty has not been too impressed with Prince Edwards management of the (selt
campaign, and that his permission for the (Princess to raise her own regiment is being seen by some as potentially
very significant,

QOther interesting news from the Citadel concerns @rince Edwin who, it has been announced, is to
attend the (Bards College. Qhe Chronicle is interested to note that following the announcement a number of
young ladies have also been enrolled at the College by their forward-thinking families.

Alderman (Mowbray has announced that his investigations into the Baldwin (UInderwood affair are
unable to continue until he has an opportunity to interview (Councillor (sus Yeary, who has not been
forthcoming. Any citizens knowing the whereabouts of Cllr OYeary are requested to contact the Witanmoot
guard, Malcolm Mowbray refused to comment on the guards recent raiding of Cllr OYeary's house, and
refused to rule out the rumoured Gloating Market connection. He did, however, dismiss the persistent rumours
of Cllr Perignon’s involvement.

Ohe Qemples of JHorus and Prynette have made a joint announcement of a project to bring
J‘reshwater to the cit\z. Atharvan (sareck told the Chronicle, "go[[owing the p[ague (ast year, the @zmp[e of
©orus approached us regarding a means of providing freshwater throughout the city. We would now [ike to
identif\z all the potentia[ sources of freshwater within and near the citxz, and would (ike to hear from anyone
offering generous funding for a pilot scheme."

Ohe feud between the Perignon and [ixon families has exploded into violence. ‘In a fight outside
the walls of the Perignon household Roland Pixon has killed (suimar Perignon and seriously wounded
Oerdinand Jansdowne's brother Antoine. According to a number of witnesses, an apparently chance meeting
between (Roland (Pixon and a group of young men including (suimar and Antoine led to a duel between
Roland and Antoine. After a short fight, (Roland disarmed Antoine, and attempted to [eave, however (suimar
prevented him and continued the duel. Ghings turned ugly when Antoine recovered his sword and joined in the
attack. When two others in the group also drew their rapiers Roland switched from the defence and, in a
manoeuvre which one witness described as “[J[ooc[\z amazing", J’e[[ec[ both Antoine and (suimar. Yord Taston
Courtney was quickly called to the scene and took a severe view of the escalating violence between the two
factions. All families involved in the incident have been fined £5, and (Roland [)ixon has been exiled from the
City of dinrodeth and all its [ands. \Master ([)ixon has not been seen since and is believed to have already fled the
city.
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Ohis year's Springtide celebrations were dampened but not disrupted by the persistent downpour of
rain which had the river CIshtar swelling dangerously close to the top of the banks. Although the religious
ceremonies were well attended, the re-election of Jord Paston Courtney was a sparse[y attended event, No
doubt most of the Aldermen assumed that the result was a forgone conclusion, and avoided an unnecessary
Jjourney through the torrential rain. ¢In his acceptance speech Jord Courtney warned that the city coffers were
still. in a poor state, and that despite the rebate from the Citadel this years budget would be very tight. Je
warned that some of the more ambitious we[fare projects may have to be suspended, and would not rule out the
possibility of an increase in taxation.

(suimar Perignon’s funeral was held [ate [ast month, and was a private ceremony attended by
family and close friends. Ghe burial was at a small family willow grove to the west of the city. (Beatrice
Perignon, always a rather remote figure, has since withdrawn even more from public life. She is now in
seclusion in the Qorian G)emple where young Antoine Jansdowne is making a slow but steady recovery from his
wound,

Olnorth Pexter's [ove [ife seems to have developed complications with the sudden appearance of
one (Nigel ‘Wimsloe, an old flame of Miranda Andrews. (Despite Pexter's reputation as a nifty duellist (almost
as dangerous as the (Dixons), Craftsman Wimsloe appeared totally undaunted. When the pair met the following
day on Wellhouse (5reen, it was apparent that the two were very evenly matched. A stylish and rapid series of
exchanges set the standard for the rest of the duel, and the crowd were kept entertained for all but a period
towards the end, when both duellists appeared to be getting their second wind, @vmtua[[y an almost
imperceptible error from (Dexter gave Wimsloe the opening, and a slash along the arm ended (Dexter's
activities for the day.

Alderman Malcolm (Mowbray seems to have suspended his corruption investigations whilst he
invests all his time trying to stop his fellow councillors in Jevestone from killing each other. Cllr John Madigan
of Oldgate commented, " lts about time. Hhe Chairman for daw and Qrder should put his own Ward in order
before nosing into the affairs of others. Jevestone is disgrace, the irresponsible councillors of that ward have
been running the city for far too fong."

gina[[\z, a query for the ;«stro[oger Q{Q\Za[. Since he has been in Cascorach since [ast year,
perhaps one of the Gyemples would [ike to verify and/or reply to this missive?

Dear Sir, It has come to my attenshun thro divers dibinations that the Astrologer Ropale,
one Goodgulf by name, has the intenshun of rvashionalizing the Calender. Hotw can he change the Way of
Things as is Ritten in the stars without changing the Beabunly bodies? Do he intend to twork some debillish
Majick to ve-arrange the Order of Things of Wlot the Gods intended? I think twe should be be told!

Pours Respecfullp, Mab Mugtwort (Ms]

P.S. "Ware the comming of the empty one for he brings tidings of terror to the Wed Man.

The short shall be long and the shallotw suffishunt deep for his undoing!

OWell, at [east that [ast part seems to be a clear warning to the Hahnites.
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Ohere were dramatic events in the ‘Witanmoot this month. Cllr (Neville ((Jincent, the Jreasurer of
the Watermen, had just tabled a motion calling for an emergency debate on the raiding of the ‘Watermens (suild
by the Witanmoot (suard, when Cllr (Derwent rose and, amid a general uproar, charged Cllr ((Dincent and the
Watermens (uild with Embezzlement, Conspiracy and Evasion of PHaxes. Sheriff Cox ordered in the (suard
to arrest Cllr (Jincent and the ‘Watermen faction rose to meet them. Jord Courtney was forced to suspend the
session, and the Witanmoot guard, with swords drawn, cleared the hall and forced their way through to Cllr
Oincent.

Qur reporters have discovered that investigations by Cllr (Derwent into the death of (Baldwin
{Underwood and the disappearance of Cllr QUeeny had led her to suspect the Watermen's (suildmaster (yenys
Spittle of corruption. ‘In a midnight raid members of the Witanmoot (suard seized the (suild Offices and
arrested (suildmaster Spittle. Hhe next morning (suildmaster Spittle and ‘a wagonload of books' were taken
under a very heavy guard to the Witanmoot, where (Cllr Spittle confessed that he, (sus egny and most of
the ‘Watermens (suild had been defrauding the city of a vast amount of tax for the last 5 years. dord Courtney
has ordered the assets of the (suild and all its senior members seized and it is believed that he is considering
revoking their (suild Charter. A number of the more cynical members of the Council have commented that,
given Jord Courtne\z's need to raise extra revenue this year, the chances of any of the Watermen's assets
avoiding forfeiture to the city are pretty minimal.

Ohe violence in Yeyestone has broken out into open warfare with supporters of the exiled (Roland
(Dixon attempting to storm the Perignon household. Alderman Mowbray called in the Witanmoot (suard and a
number of people were Killed in the ensuing fight. Alderman (Mowbray has now become a target, following his
suspension of the ward council and watch. Only the presence of two squads of the Witanmoot (suard acting
under his direct control is preventing further violence. Cllr Perignon appears to have collapsed during the attack
on her house and was rushed to the orian Gyemple, where her condition is described as serious.

Ohe Witanmoot (suard seem to have been exce[ﬁnﬂ themselves this month, earlier in the week two
members of the guard captured an assassin after a dramatic chase through the streets of Portsoken and Pridge.
Ohe patro[ (eader, Sgt Qﬁugge, has refused to comment on rumours that the target of the assassination was (Cllr
Ofnorth exter.

Alderman lliot Anderson of ‘shtan must be Tinrodeth’s [east happy man this month. (Not only has
one of the mcg'or gui[c[s in his ward had most of its assets seized, and ha[f OJ’ its councillors arrested, but he
himself has been called to appear at a hearing before Sheriff Samantha Cox charged with a seditious
involvement in the Jevestone riots.

CIn perhaps the on[\z [ight event this month, Cllr Dexter was almost arrested when he was found in
the rear garden of Maud Blessop's restaurant in Jevestone at three in the morning. A sheepish Cllr (PDexter
explained that he had been up all night with Aralan (PDerwent and Sam Cox and he needed to obtain a rose
before he went back to \Miranda. G)he watch sent him on his way and wished him [uck - he was going to need it.

Amid rumours that the (King was considering sending in troops to seize the accounts of all the
guilds, dord Courtney and Sheriff Cox have been summoned to the Citidel. dord Courtney dismissed the
rumours as unfounded, and stated that His Mgjesty was merely concerned about the situation in the ‘Wards of
shtan and Jevestone, and he was at pains to assure the cit\Z that at no stage had the (lQr}g threatened to send in
his regiments unless the city failed to sort out its affairs.

STOP PRESS

Ohe Witanmoot was rocked yesterday by the shock announcement of the deaths in prison of (Penys
Spitt[e, Neville (Yincent and @ny Walker, all of whom were under investigation over the Waterman scandal,
(Unconfirmed reports suggest that they were deliberately poisoned.
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Oheir Mgjesties (King Edmund and Queen Emma are delighted to announce that Her Royal
‘Highness, the Princess Eleanor, is expecting the birth of her first child around \Midwinter. Gheir (Mgjesties
will be providing scores of casks of ale to the wards of dinrodeth on Midsummer (ay, so that all [oyal citizens
can celebrate this announcement. Hhe Chroniclers offer their congratulations, and have two questions: (a) is this
the reason for (soodgulf re-arranging the astrological charts, and (b) has anyone told the father yet?

Ohe Witanmoot have announced the following nominations for the two Sheriff posts. Jhey are:

Alan riffiths (Andrews, Rimon) Samantha Cox (Warin, Mowbray) Kennet (Maxil (dansdowne, Horl)
(Ooting will take place over the Midsummer festival at the Witanmoot.

An open [etter to Cllr (Beatrice Perignon Councillor,

Jawwéz/ﬂég%gﬁdfﬂm& Wa/a/zﬁ @WWM@//MJ@MM/%
ngpters, Kotowidd D, bl yau cawse braadle v Lvestins, and cawse O Nleeatn PP leawbiay, bath yawts and my
Clerman. @ gl didl of baadle. Lout e last st fas lo e yaus falie accusalion bial Elosman el
Cudetsan stasted Ghe ticls,! Flew coled fie? Fe was ou It being visiled Gy all and sandly (o3 (dedeman
Pttt Doty and (U ¢ Gaatinn Do), S please; dr o anglbling bt weadd meen a9 fad o
teguest Lo Fuston Ceairtay to icliae me of my didies as onisiary to O Jubitee. and thus ietiows o sclbe the
g malters beliveen ws.

Jord Paston (Courtney wishes to announce that Roland [)ixon has been pardoned of the
responsibility for the death of (suimar Perignon. Hhe Committee for Jaw & Order is tracking down the person
or persons responsible for stirring up the trouble between the families which led to this tragic incident.
Commenting on the announcement, Malcolm Qvﬁow[way, Chair of the committee said, "I wish he'd make his
mind up".

After the recent months of blisteringly hot weather, the harvest this year is [ikely to be early.
Although Jemple of aleth is still expressing concern over the lack of rain, this year's harvest should also be
very good. Grollowing the problems experienced in the [ast few years this will come as a welcome change for the
Cornmongers and their customers.

Matters in the ward of Clevestone seem to have settled down and the watch has once again taken
over responsibility for the ward. Commenting on the situation Alderman (Mowbray told the Chronicle, "] can
assure the citizens of this city that the troublemakers who started this will be tracked down and dealt with. One
thing I would [ike to clear up is the report that I had summoned Efliot Anderson to a hearing over the matter.
Ohat hearing was in fact to discuss some rumours concerning Beatrice Perignon which I believed him to be the
source of. Although his actions may well have contributed to situation, ‘I have now been convinced that he
himself was not behind the riots."

Jord restus Perara, Ambassador from the Court of (Kerun, is pleased to announce that the
Princess Selina (Karandreos will be visiting Salvoyn over the summer months. Phe state visit is at the personal
invitation of the King and Queen.
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A report by Councillor Matthew ixon,
Emissary to Nyskilde

E I}ackgrounc[

(Nyskilde is a small city about 200 miles to the
north of Uinrodeth. Ghe trip normally takes about
twenty days, a[[owing for time to shelter in [ittle bays
and inlets while the storms of the sea rage outside.
(Nyskilde is built on the shores of a circular bay and
is surrounded by stone cliffs. Dhe City's defences are
impressive even by comparison with his majesty's
castle in Tinrodeth.

People

Ohe society is very male dominated with age
having considerable influence. Gyhe Jarl of Nyskilde
(the equivalent of ford Courtney) is Jarl (Gudmund
Ohorkeleson. Qther important citizens are Harond
(arlok, (suildmaster of the (Guild of (Merchant
Adventurers; Sten (Bargeld, head of the Gurriers’
(uild; (Qrta[d (5rine, Marshall of the Citxz CWatch;
and Stella (Kimble, [eader of the Weavers' (suild.
Of these, on[\z the latter, Stella (]ernb[e is a woman,
All of the civic leaders wish to maintain good
relations with inrodeth (but see below!), but in
general have only [imited horizons. ‘It seems that
Nyskilde keeps to itself in almost all matters,

Progress
Oollowing Alderman Baldwin (Under-

wood’s excellent handling of refations with (Nyskilde,
“I found that (ittle needed to be done. “Indeed the only
progress that can be reported is that a new trading
agreement between the Weavers of Uinrodeth and
the Weavers of (Nyskilde has been concluded.

Problems
@uring my stay in (Nyski[c[e, it came to my

attention that the envoy's residence in Nyskilde is in
need of urgent maintenance. I therefore humbly re-
quest that the budget for this Emissary be increased
next year to prevent much larger expenditures in the
future, CIn addition, the \Merchants of (Nyskilde are
very parochial and may take offense at the slightest
pretext. As an example, the Merchant Adventurers’
guild of (Nyskilde seems to be bent on a course of ex -
cluding all access to Nyskilde's trade markets except
when conducted by their guild. It is my belief that
the guild charters of the guilds in Jinrodeth grant us
the right to trade (in the relevant goods of course!)
wherever we wish and so we should resist this as
much as possible. °It is also worth pointing out that if
the worst came to the worst (for example if the City
States attacked Athion) that the City of (Nyskilde
would act in any interest (including that of his
Mgjesty's) other than their own.
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Ohe Archimandrite is pleased to announce that, at the special request oJ" the Princess Eleanor,
Edward de Pelleme is to become the new Plenipotentiary of (Cascorach. Ghe appointment follows the
retirement due to ill health of the current (P[enipotentiary, Henry ,{[gernon Persevanten, who will be [eaving
for a Hahnite retreat in the Celidon Grorest. dward de PBelleme, currently a Pendentite in the inrodeth
oemple, said that he was "pleased and honoured™ to have been chosen for the task, and that he hoped to be in
Cascorach by Higharvestide.

Ohe Chroniclers are pleased to announce the results of the elections held at \Midsummer are:

Samantha Cox 10 (Dotes
Alan (5riffiths 7 Ootes
(Kennet Maxil 6 (otes

So long-serving (Kennet {Maxil retires from the Witanmoot for the time being, refusing to comment
on whether he will stand again at the Midwinter elections. Jikewise Sheriff Cox, her position obviously
strengthened [J\Z topping the po[[, is refusing to say 1f she intends stanc[ing for Jord of the Cit\Z next year,

ohe Chair of daw and rder, Alderman (Malcolm (Mowbray, has formally accused (Cllr
Armundus Septer of misconduct, creating turmoil in the previously torpid council chambers. Ghe Hearing is
scheduled to take place before the new sheriff, Alan (riffiths, early next month. (Mowbray has so far refused to
release details of his investigations into the Jeyestone riots of recent months, but this [atest announcement is
believed to be connected to the investigation, (Unfortunate[y for the watch serving notice of the summons, it
appears that the Qld Man of the ‘Witanmoot has already done a bunk. Shutters on his Jevestone house are
closed and the servants quarters are empty - although neighbours have pointed out that Aymundus often visits his
summer estate during the height of the summer.

Ohe Chroniclers note the absence of both Alderman Andrews and (Cllr (Dexter from the council
proceedings this month. Qur impartial enquiries have confirmed that the pair have [eft the city to celebrate the
passing of Midsummer in a deeply traditional manner; a nuptial hunting. Gyhe Chroniclers, along with all the
other interested fo[[owers of their pro[onged courtship, oﬁer their heartiest congratu[ations.

In a poor[\z attended debate in the Witanmoot, Alderman Qvﬁow[waxz has proposec[ the mandatory
removal of the Gloating Market to a point further upstream from its present position, and on the far bank.
Petails of how this would be achieved were sparse, but Mowbray invited constructive suggestions. Hhe move
was supported by Cllr Aralan Derwent who said, "I hope that citizens will welcome this proposal, which will
reduce the problems that the residents of (Dowgate have been having, while maintaining the market." Ghe
proposal seemed to gather cautious support from the chamber, although several councillors could be heard
suggesting that the whole caboodle was removed to about five mile beyond the CIshtan estuary and [eft there.

Jord -estus (Perara, Ambassador J’rom the Court oj" %’run, is conspicuous[\z avoicﬁng the vicinit\z
of Salvoyn this summer. Ghis seems to be despite (or perhaps because of) the presence of his [iege lady, the
Trincess Selina Cl@)randreos, who is making a state visit this summer.

(5ax the Heretic has returned to his old haunt; the steps of the Hahn QHemple. Apparently a couple
of the youngsters from his orphanage have been denied entrance to the Jaw School, and (sax is demanding to
know why. Qhe reason seems obvious to the Chroniclers - but according to (sax its because of, “the archaic
establishment's repression of potential debate through the deliberate under-education of the people”.

(Due to the appointment of Aflan (5riffiths as Sheriff, there will be an election of the Alderman of
(Dracas ward next month, in the Court of Common Council.
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‘In his first act as Sheriff, Alan riffiths has placed Cllr Armundus Septer under house arrest,
pending a trial to take place next month. Sheriff (sriffiths was at pains throughout the hearing to show
impartia[ity, and aﬁer carefu[ consideration he decided that sufﬁcient evidence had been presented b\Z Alderman
Mowbray and Cllr Perignon for a full trial to be held. Many citizens will remember that Armundus is no
stranger to such events, in (salemir of last year he faced a trial on charges of sedition which were brought by the
same people. CIndeed the similarity of the events has led Ariane Pencric to accuse Alderman Mowbray of
“hounding a disabled old man to his death", and she has challenged him to a duel.

Ohe election of the new Alderman of racas has produced a surprise result. (Nearly everyone had
assumed that QOlnorth (Dexter would easily win the contest, however Philip Portman was elected with 121
votes to (PDexter’s 99, and Sharon (Berhon trailing at 50 votes. Philip ascribed his success to the support of Cllr
Perignon whose large faction swamped the combined efforts of the Justice Jeague. Gywo people noticeably
absent from the vote were Sheriff Cox and Alderman Mowbray. Alderman (Mowbray later denied rumours of
a split; "We were simply far too busy working on the Septer case™ he claimed.

‘His Mgjesty the (King has announced that Prince Kieran is to lead a detachment of the Kings
Rangers to the (sravelkinden, which has recently been suffering from serious banditry. Hhe Chronicle notes that
this appointment strengthens Prince (Kieran's involvement with the (Rangers, and give credence to the rumours
that he will be given formal command on them come his Cighteenth birthday next Skefern.

A major dispute seems to be brewing between the Carpenters (suild and the Dhatchers (suild. GYhe
Carpenters have accused the Qyhatchers of wildly inflating the prices they are charging when working for the
Carpenters (suild. When the Chronicle asked (suildmaster (Marc ‘the Qhatcher’ (Bergeren for a comment on
the dispute, he told us, "Qhe Carpenters have treated the thatchers as slave [abour for years. Now that His
Majesty has granted us a guild charter we are merely redressing the balance. “In my opinion the bastards
deserve everything they get." dord Courtney has demanded that Marc withdraw these statements against his
gui[c[‘ however the Dhatchers are remaining deﬁant.

Plans for the relocation of the Gloating Market seem to be progressing slowly, Cllr (PDuncan
(Barnett has been expressing his support for the scheme, as a means of eliminating the competition the market
presents to the (suilds of JQinrodeth. However a[though everyone seems to support the idea, few constructive
suggestions have come forward on how it should be achieved. Cllr (Buggs Moran of (PDowgate has proposed one
novel solution, " We set ﬁre to this end of it and see how fast it moves",

Amid much pomp, Plenipotentiary Pelleme has left for the Pukedom of Cascorach. He will be
accompanied by Sir Menzies, the Archimandrite's personal envoy, and a full company of the (Knights Gyemplar,
led by Sir Magnus. Hhe Jemple has been unwilling to comment on the reason for all this military might,
however they have denied rumours that it is there to protect Edward from the attentions of the Jady Caroline.
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On the ﬁrst cfa\Z after the CHigFlarvestic[e feast‘ Jord Paston Courtney convened a special court for
the trial of Councillor Armundus Septer. Dhe defendant was noticeably more alert than on the previous
occasion, but even from the public ga[[eries it was apparent that the year's events had taken a toll on his health,

Ohe prosecution opened with a [ength\z account of the riot in Yevestone during Heliora, and of
Alderman (Mowbray's subsequent investigation into its start. A number of ringleaders were identified, both by
the Alderman and c[uring the testimomz of a pa[e Beatrice @erignon, whose fiouse was the main target oJ‘ the
rioters. Qddly, Cllr Perignon also appeared to blame the rioters for the death of her son (suimar. Qestimony
from Charles Smith, a _journeyman of the ixon household, described how one of the ring[eaders had
approached him the afternoon before the riots, and had tried to bribe him to join in. GYhe prosecution concluded
with the results of the interrogation of the ring[eaders, which revealed that their J’unding had come from a
cloaked patron, who they identified as Armundus Septer due to his distinctively slurred voice.

Ohe defending Mandatien began by establishing an alibi for Armundus on the night he was suspected
of having met the rioters. She then called several of the Witanmoot (suard to confirm that the mob had been
chanting in support of the exiled Roland [)ixon throughout the night of rioting. Hhe defence went on to show
that a person matching Roland’s description had been seen in the area on the night of the meeting, the implfication
being that Roland had been impersonating Armundus for his own ends. As the court adjourned for the night it
appeared that this explanation was accepted, and Jord Courtney indicated that a verdict would be given ﬁrst
thing in the morning.

Ohe following day Jord Courtney's summing up was rudely interrupted by the sudden and noisy
appearance of (Roland ([)ixon himself, dragging a [ess than serene Wellkeeper behind him. espite the efforts of
the Witanmoot (suard, Roland refused to be quicted until Jord Courtney allowed him to take the oath and give
testimomz. %[and then insisted that much oJ‘ Armundus' c[efence was based on a [ie because he, %[cmd, had
been in a Wellhouse of (Daleth at the time.

"So you spent all that month in prayer and meditation then, hmm?Q" enquired Courtney.
‘OWell not exactly, no," Roland admitted.

CWh\Z not?"
"I was on honeymoon."
"(2 (2“

“In fact," continued Roland, gfancing apprehensively at (Beatrice, "it was Julia Perignon I had
just got married to. So you see ‘I really didn't have any reason for starting the riots."

CWhen the ensuing uproar ﬁna[[\z died down, the Dalethian priest was able to conﬁrm these
extraordinary events, and a rather belated round of congratulations took place. At the conclusion of this
Armundus Septer was found guilty and sentenced to 5 years in prison.

Reports from the countryside confirm that a bumper harvest has been reaped this year, and a
moderate[y ﬁigh tribute has been set in order to replenish the city granaries this year, Additiona[[\z, the city hopes
to be able to fill the equally [arge order from the Citadel, whose stocks have also been reduced over the past few
years, (Unfortunate[y, it appears that the peasantry have taken exception to these precautions, and have attacked
a number of city officers and cornmongers attempting to organise granary trains, A number of troops have been
sent out to keep order and to protect the reeves, and it is thougﬁt that no furtﬁer protests will occur.

Ohe dispute between the Carpenters and the Ghatchers (suilds escalated this month when (Marc
CBergeren refused to retract his comments in [ast month's Chronicle, c[aiming that he was on[xz acting in his
official capacity as (suildmaster of the PHhatchers. After a closed session in their 'Guildhall', the GYhatchers
confirmed that he was speaking for the (suild. A livid Paston Courtney added the matter onto the agenda of the
Court of Common Council for the following day. (During the debate Marc spiritedly defended the right of
Ohatchers to call the Carpenters "bastards”, before agreeing to abide by the decision of the Council. It quickly



became apparent that the other speakers objected to the remarks and the matter quickly went to a vote. G)he
Council was unanimous in condemning the action of the Q)hatchers as “Bringing the cit\Z into disrepute", and
demanded an apology as well as fining the (suild £3. A delighted Marc Bergeren obliged with a payment and
apo[ogxz on the spot. A senior Fahnite has conﬁrmed for the Chroniclers that this motion did, in fact, amount to
official recognition by the Council of the existence of an independent Gyhatchers (suild. A spokesman for the
Carpenters (suild would only comment, "Oh shit!" before disappearing at a run.

Ohe Chroniclers found time this month to attend the duel between Arianne @encric, common[\z held
to be one of the three best duellists in the city, and Alderman (Malcolm {Mowbray, whose distaste for the sport is
legendary. (Presumably at the cautious Alderman’s insistence, the duel itself was held outside the G)orian
©emple, which was just as well since the duel quickly came to its predicted conclusion. Ghe Chroniclers wish
Alderman (Mowbray a speedy recovery.

(News just in from the (Duchy of Cascorach reports a significant victory by the (Princess’ army
against an unexpected invasion by the City State of Adaqua. Hhe Adaquan forces were apparently repelled
after a major battle on the Aghion border. Ghe Princess is thought to be particularly pleased by the heroic
actions of the Hahnite Cavalry, under the leadership of Sir (Menzies, who fought off a decisive ambush attempt
without a single [oss from their own forces. Along with a noticeable reduction in the number of (selt raids, this
has ensured a superb harvest this year. Glhe omens are therefore [ooking extremely good for the birth of the
Princess’ first child in the new year.

A deliberate attempt was made [ast week to set fire to the Gloating Market. A number of unknown
assailants shot fire arrows into the market from the top of the overfooking city wall. Hhe attack [asted for
several minutes, and the ‘Watch of {Dowgate has been criticised for fai[ing to responc[ to the attack. Councillor
Edges of Castle (Bard told the Chronicle, "I was in Dowgate at the time and, seeing the attack, summoned the
watch. However, when they arrived they just stood there and did nothing." Cllr (Moran, replying on behalf of
the ‘Watch explained, "Ghere wasn't anything we could do. Ghe wall is the King's property.”

An unexpected arrival in the port last week was GYhe Allapsus, which collected the ambassador
Orestus Perara and household before returning to Salvoyn for the winter. It appears the Princess Selina is
insisting on his presence after allf
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Jord Courtney has proposed another change in the electoral system of inrodeth, which would
prevent Aldermen from being elected as Cmissaries. He stated that, “as the Alderman is the ward magistrate, it
is quite iniquitous to have them away from the city for an extended period of time". Ghe proposal has gained
widespread support from amongst the Aldermen and the Councillors. Alderman Alan Carter has also proposed
that the post of Emissary to Cascorach be created to reflect that city's growing importance since the (Princess’
marriage. (Both motions will go to a full vote of the Witanmoot next month.

Ohe surprise social event of the month has been the second wedding of “Julia Perignon and Roland
(Dixon. ‘It would appear that once the families recovered from the shock they decided that a ‘proper’ wedding
was in order and a stupendously extravagant ceremony took place at the Gyemple of Hahn. Julia Perignon
managed to outshine the Gyemple itself with an incredible dress in dazzling cloth of gold which cascaded from her
waist to a full length train edged in pearls which flowed behind. Dhe tight bodice was intricately embroidered
with pearl motifs depicting symbols of [ove and fidelity. Dhe long wide sleeves fell to the floor showing the close
fitted of the red velvet underdress. Her hair was in a circlet of plaits which were adorned with pearls and a
floor-length veil of pale gold gauze embroidered with golden thread. (Roland by contrast wore a simple crimson
doublet and cape, with gold knotwork and ceremonial rapier. A small private reception was held at the
(Ointners Hall that evening and the Watch of “eyestone spent most of the night keeping uninvited well wishers
and the merely curious out.

Armundus Septer has escaped from prison, and is believed to have [eft the city despite the snow.
(Ex -councillor Septer escaped on the night of the (shostmoons. G)he guards at Cripplegate prison are convinced
it was with demonic assistance, describing arcane blue [light radiating out from under the door. PHheir subsequent
courageous entrance proved that Septer no [onger occupied the cell, and their search of the surrounding area
was further hampered by the new [aw which closed the city gates for the duration of the night. Hhe following
morning revealed no footprints in the snow surrounding the city, furthcr evidence of the use of unknown
magicks, Alderman Mowbray, the Chairman for daw and Qrder, is predictably furious and has ordered a full
investigation. towever with the Astrologer (Royal away from the city, this could take some time.

Ohe unrest over the high grain tax has continued this month, with a number of barons joining the
dispute on the side of the peasants. (Baron Scrope is reported to have complained that the city is milking his
lands dry, and has [odged a protest with the (King. Ghe Chairman for Cands and Agriculture, Susan Fraithside,
told the chronicle, "Qhe problem is that people are taking a short term view. t's true that this years harvest has
been a good one, however our stocks have been serious[\z dep[etec[ over the [ast fcw years and unless strong
action is taken to replenish them now, a poor harvest next year could prove devastating." She refused to
comment on rumours that the city has been considering dispatching the Witanmoot (suard to deal with the
situation,

One person missing from the council chambers this month is Aralan Derwent, who has been
suffering from a mysterious illness. Yhe Chronicle has been unable to confirm rumours that the arch-seducer
has finally fallen for Sir Henry, and is actually [ovesick.
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‘In the run up to the midwinter elections, and perhaps disconcerted B\Z the downfa[[ of Armundus
Septer who until recently was one of the city's most influential people, our remaining councillors have been at
pains to demonstrate their good intentions, pureness and wisdom. (Both motions, to reform the selection oJ"
emissaries and to appoint an emissary to (Cascorach, were passed with near unanimous support. QJhe only
dissent came from Qlivia Warin who succeeded in pushing through an amendment. Ghis will mean that in
special circumstances Aldermen can be elected as emissaries, but must now consent to their nomination.

Yulia and Roland appear to have settled into the ixon household, and it [ooks [ike the
reconciliation between the two families might hold. (Beatrice seems especially pleased that they have chosen the
name Perignon, although rumour has it that she was somewhat less pleased when she eventually received the bill
for that wedding dress.

Ohe grain tax crisis produced the most heated debate of the month, with Alderman (Rimon calling
for the dinrodeth’s marching watch to be raised, in order to quell any potential rebellion of the Barons. How -
ever this was thought to be somcthing of an over reaction B\Z most of the council, especia[[y since the city is now
deep in snow and the dispute has become somewhat academic. However, resentment is still smouldering, and
come the spring the city may once again find itself the centre of unrest.

Cllr E£dge of Castle Pard has brought formal charges against the Watch of (Dowgate over the
incident in Jorinfall where the ‘Watch failed to prevent an attack on the Gloating Market. Cllr Edge confirmed
to the Chronicle that (sax the Heretic would be willing to present evidence on behalf of the people of the
Oloating Market. Cllr (Buggs Moran of Dowgate commented to the Chroniclers, "Edge is a typical example
of the bleeding heart [iberals who have [et the city slide into its current state of decay. Jike the boats of the scum
he is seeking to protect, his case is full of holes."

Rumour has it that the Chairman for Jaw and QOrder, Malcolm Mowbray, spent a fair part of the
month canvassing support for a motion to outlaw duelling. However, given (llrs (PDixon and Pexter's
inclination towards the activity he didn't appear to get very far, and has instead turned to practising with his
rapier. Fle was last seen mumb[ing Bitter[«z about peop[e ﬁghting with toys, and seen still wie[ding it [ike a
broadsword.

Overheard [ate one night in the approximate vicinity of Cllr (Derwent, "I wonder what happens if
“I'seduce a Chronicler?Q” We will be dispatching our intrepid reporters to find out!

Ohe city was shocked and disgusted by a vile display of necromancy and demon worship which
occurred [ast night (the 13th day of Qernost). (Ritual murders were committed through the wards of Jevestone,
(Berewic, Pridge, (Powgate, Arpent and Graringdon, with perhaps the most audacious being committed at the
Mootstone itself. Glhe murders all occurred at midnight, with the bodies being left bleeding into the snow. All the
murderers escapec[, except for one man who was Killed B\z Flahn ’éﬁmp[e guarc[s, and a number of councillors
have been highly critical of the [ocal Watches. ord Courtney has ordered an immediate investigation, and any
citizen who may have any relevant information should contact the Witanmoot (suard.
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Orollowing the ritual murders carried out [ast month, an investigation headed by Aralan (yerwent
resulted in the surveillance of properties in the Ward of Shambles. (Pespite or because of this (accounts differ)
two citizens of the Ward were later found to have been murdered in their bed, and Alderman (Bert Pelcher
has made numerous and loud complaints to the Court of Common (Council over the intrusion of the ‘Witanmoot
(Guard into his Ward. CIn reply dord Courtney has been equally scathing of the Shambles Watch disturbance of
the surveillance. Meanwhile the investigating patrol of the Witanmoot guard uncovered the existence of a stone
circle within the city, centred on Cllr (Derwent's own Ward of Berewic. A raid on the house at the centre of
the circle resulted in the [argest fight the city has seen since the Jeyestone riots. Hhe "Pattle of (Berewic" ended
with a total of 14 people dead, 9 arrested and 7 Witanmoot (suard plus Cllr (Derwent seriously injured. Ghe
Committee for daw and QOrder has set up a Court of Enquiry at Alderman Jansdowne's mansion to look into
the incident. Cllr (Beatrice Perignon has been appointed Acting Alderman for Jevestone during Mowbray's

absence.

“In the run up to the Midwinter elections all factions have put their campaigns into full swing, with
more time and money being spent on canvassing and party-coloured bunting than ever before. Once again it
appears that the Justice Jeague is the only group to achieve a full campaign across the city, although the
Perignon faction has a strong showing in most wards. G)he only major absence is that of the injured councillor
Aralan (Derwent, who had previously maintained that, "its never too early to start knocking up".

(Citizens in the Ward of Jevestone and nearby are urged to assist with an extensive search which is
now uncferwmz J”or Jord Courtney's missing granddaughter, ﬁve year old Ilizabeth Pixon. Jittle Elizabeth
was last seen wearing a pink dress with white apron, and playing with her massive black and grey cat called
‘Diddles’. Dhe cat is also missing.

Ohe Knight Marshall has ordered an audit of the city's granary stores, after a meeting with
representatives of the Cornmongers (suild. Ghe two sides had failed to agree a price for the fulfilment of the
Citadel's autumn grain order, which was substantially larger than expected. (suild Qreasurer Jeonard GYholin
told the Chronicle, "If the (Knight {Marshall is going to insist on running the city's reserves down to nothing, I
think it only right that he should pay for the privilege".

“In an interesting court case Cllr ICdge has been defeated in his attempt to have the watch of
(Dowgate censured for failing to prevent the attack on the Gloating Market. Summing up Magistrate Arnold
stated, "As (zax has most e[oquent[\z shown, the Watch did indeed de[iberate[y J‘ai[ to prevent the attack on the
Oloating Market. However, as neither the market nor the wall from which the attack was launched are within
the J'urisc[iction of the ‘Watch they cannot be [wought to account over this fai[ure." Charain Meduenin, a Solistel
representative of the market called by (5ax to give evidence, [ater told the Chronicle, "Ghis case proves that we
in the market cannot expect justice from the Cit\z, which made no attempt to stop or investigate this attack. It is
clear that we must protect ourselves and ¢ warn those who contemplate attacking us that in future we will
administer our own justice".
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Councillor (Matthew (Dixon narrowly escaped death [ast month when an assassin attacked him in
the ward of (Dowgate. Cllr (Dixon was rushed to the Horian Gyemple, where his condition is described as
critical, “It is believed that the assassin, who escaped into the Gloating Market, was hired by the Nyskildian
(Embassy as part of a campaign against Cllr Pixon. Qther incidents included the Kidnap of his daughter
Elizabeth, an attack upon his home during which Roland was near[\z Killed, and the assassination attempt itse[f.
With Cllr Dixon in the infirmary it was acting Alderman (Beatrice Perignon who solved the mystery,
tracking down one of the assailants to a bar in CIshtan where he was captured by the watch. ‘It was this prisoner
who [later identified Elran Calberne, a guard at the (Nyskildian Embassy, as the man behind the attack.
Suspicion had already fallen on Calberne, and Cllr Perignon ordered his arrest. Beatrice was later able to
announce to the Witanmoot the safe recovery of (Elizabeth. Harlan Jargelson, a representative at the mbassy
told the Chronicle, "Q)his entire incident is a disgracefu[ example of Jinrodeth's arrogance and stupidity. Elran
has been framed for this crime in an attempt to cover up political intrigue within the Witanmoot. Why else
would an attempt be made on his [ife, on[\z ha[f an hour after the attack on Cllr Pixon? Clt is my intention to
bring this entire issue before the (King upon his return.”

Ohis year's midwinter elections have seen the return to politics of the ever popular (Kennet (Maxil,
who has been returned as the Alderman for (Cadene. Apnother upset was Philip Portman, who lost his
Aldermanship to Qlnorth exter. PBeatrice Perignon, riding high on popularity following the Kidnap
investigation, was returned as Alderman of Jevestone, ousting fe[[ow vintner (Malcolm Qv(ow[wmz fnorn that
post. deonard GYholin once again gave (seorge Rimon a run for his money, but failed to gain the Aldermanship.

(Newly elected councillors this year include Joanna Paynell, (sodfrey Russell, Margery Haynes,
Harry Gruestaff and Adam Avery. Ghe Chroniclers wish them all possible success in their endeavours,

‘In recognition oJ‘ Beatrice @erignon's services to the cit\z, Jord Courtney is p[easec[ to conﬁrm that
all convictions previously relating to Beatrice Perignon have been repealed and quashed. Jord Courtney stated
that the evidence presented at the trial was obviously trumped up as part of Armundus Septer's attempts to
discredit respectable citizens and spread sedition, "I am very pleased to have this opportunity of endorsing
(Beatrice Perignon’s election as Alderman”. It is beflieved that Alderman (Perignon has also received an
undisclosed sum of money as compensation for the wrongful conviction.

With her new-found duties (Beatrice has had to turn over further investigation of the (Nyskilde
incident to (Cllr (Pixon, who is convinced that further conspiracies remain to be uncovered. Pespite these duties
Alderman Perignon has found time to wine and dine Sir Henry Tongbridge, who is obviously missing the
company of Aralan Derwent. Cllr PDerwent meanwhile, is s[ow[y conva[escing, with J’requent Vvisits to the
©orian ‘nfirmary to ply the recumbent Witanmoot guard with offers of drink.

Ann Qasker is continuing to [obby the Witanmoot for a full public investigation into Armundus
Septer's 'disappearance’ while in the custody of the city's prison. " Armundus has gone missing under what can
only be described as 'mysterious’ circumstances. ‘I find the Jaw & Order Committee and the Witanmoot's
J‘ai[ure to investigate most intriguing, and hope that it is not a sign that an officia[ cover up is taking p[ace."
Pending further action by the authorities, Ann G)asker is believed to have hired a group from the Pancing
(Bear' to enquire into Cllr Septer's disappearance.
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Ohe Chroniclers are pleased to announce that the following officers have been elected unopposed:
Chair for Shipping Olivia ‘Warin
Chair J"or C\Ve[fare & Education Peatrice Perignon
Emissary to Eresan Marc Pergeren

(Nominations have been received for the following posts:
Chair for the Qreasury (seorge Rimon (OP)) Kennet Maxil (BP)
Chair for Qrade Nicholas (Bowden (M) Miranda Andrews (OP)
Chair for daw & Order Alison Shefford (MM Puncan Parnett (AD)
Chair for Jands & Agriculture (Nicholas (Bowden (subject to Gyrade) Jemma Powne (AY))
Emissary to Nyskilde John Madigan (HQ) Arianne Pencric (AA)

etters in brackets indicate the nominating J"action. Ohe posts of (Cmissaries to Sa[voyn, and to
Cascorach did not receive any nominations (councillors obviously take no notice of their own resolutions), and so
will be the direct appointment of the Jord of the City.

Ohe surprise move of the new council session appears to be (Beatrice Perignon’s sudden progress,
having managed to get many of her supporters returned unopposed while blocking some of QOlnorth (Pexter's
moves, She appears to have gained the active support of Cllr {Matthew (ixon, and this surprise alliance of two
established factions is thought to have profound consequences for the balance of the Witanmoot. GYhe nominations
were fo[[owed up [nz the surprise recruitment oJ‘ (Nicholas ‘Worton into ﬂ)erignon‘s faction, away from Ofnorth
(Dexter, in a move strongly reminiscent of (Beatrice’s earlier demolition of his faction by the timely removal of
ilith Jansdowne.

Oollowers of the Witanmoot's informal duelling league have been awaiting with interest the
outcome of Aralan (Derwent's [atest duel after a prolonged period in the Gyorian infirmary. A fair amount of
money changed hands over Mary (lifford ability to pull a surprise victory in what would normally have been
easy challenge for Cllr (Derwent. Hhe morning of the duel dawned bright and clear, but with a bitterly cold
wind which kept temperatures below freezing and deterred all but three onlookers. Cllr (Derwent arrived early
with an impressive entourage consisting of her second, a senior G)orian (Physickian and a number of G)orian
acolytes as assistants. G)his caused some surprise as it was not thought that Aralan had been that ill. ‘Indeed
Aralan proceeded to go through a number of warm up exercises and [ooked to be in nearly top form. PHhe sun
continued to climb higher into the sky (without any noticeable change in the temperature) and the aggrieved party
had still not appeared. Cventually, when even the Physickian began to [ook impatient, a messenger from the
(Clifford household slipped through the city gates and delivered a note to Cllr (Derwent. GYhe exact contents are
not known, but the gist appeared to be that after a prolonged and intense discussion with (Matthew [)ixon,
Alderman (lifford had been persuaded that she had been a [ittle precipitate. She now accepted that Aralan had
acted entirely for the good of the city and so, after due consideration, she was prepared to accept Apalan's
apo[ogies. Cllr erwent was then seen to retire, muttering, to the (Empty (Barrel in Welland, where she was
joined by a number of Witanmoot (suards for what should have been a victory drink. (Inhappily, the earlier
exertion seems to have triggered a re[apse in the councillor, and [nz funchtime she once again had to be rushed to
the G)orian infirmary.
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Ohis year's voting results from the Aldermanic Council show a sharp decrease in support for the
Yustice Ueague, with the traditional Mowbray/exter alliance losing out to the new and rather tentative
(Pixon/Perignon axis. “nterestingly Cllr Perwent's faction, although still claiming loose affiliation to the
Teague, has chosen to vote with the newer team. One of the more landslide returns was for (s5eorge hang em
high' (Rimon, who recently changed to Perignon’s faction after some years with Qlnorth (Dexter, a fact which
has cither escaped the notice of the eague (they voted for him anyway) or which shows devious plans are afoot.
Ohe only Alderman to escape the general purge seems to be Alison Shefford, and we're sure the fact that she is
Ma Perignon’s guildmaster is entirely coincidental. G)he full results of the voting were as follows:

Chair for the GYreasury (seorge (Rimon 21 (Kennet Maxil 2
Chair for Gyrade (Nicholas (Bowden 13 Miranda Andrews 10
Chair for daw & Order Alison Shefford 15 Puncan Parnett 7
Chair for Uands & Agriculture Jemma Howne

(Emissary to Nyskilde Apianne Pencric 13 John Madigan 10

Oollowing the season’s elections, most active factions have spent the past month in internal
rearrangements and self-investigation. Meanwhile Alderman (Rimon is hard at work drawing up the new
budget, while ord Courtney still has the appointments of the Imissaries to Cascorach and Salvoyn to ponder.
Should these be defayed they will become the appointments of the new Jord. Paston Courtney, Samantha Cox
and Alan (5riffiths have all been nominated for this post as expected.

Ohe (Nyskildian vice-emissary has lodged a formal complaint with the Witanmoot over the
continuing detention, without trial, of one of his guards, Ohe guarcf is suspectecf of having been behind the attacks
on the {Pixon household, which led to the near death of Cllr Dixon and the kidnapping of dord Courtney's
granddaughter. QDhe vice-emissary accused the Witanmoot of attempting to frame the (Nyskildians for the
attacks, and has hinted at dire consequences should the matter not be resolved by the time the (Nyskildian
ambassador returns,

Ohe J‘irst ships ﬁ'om the south have reached harbour aﬁer a particu[ar[\z mild spring, and Bring
several pieces of news from the Royal court. Citizens will be delighted to hear that the Princess Alexis Emma
was born to Princess Eleanor on Eighthday Hhirdweek of Kruthos. (Both mother and daughter are now said
to be doing well. Dhe ship also carried the news that, on the occasion of Prince Kieran's 18th birthday back in
Skelern, the ClQr)lg appointed the Trince as Commander of the (IQ}g‘s %ngers. Ohe @rince will be joining the
Rangers who are currently based in the highlands of east Athion. Jast but not [east, the long overwintering in
Salvoyn has led to the happy announcement that Fer Highness the Princess Selina (Karandreos of (Kerun is to
become betrothed to the young Prince Edwin. Ghis somewhat unexpected conclusion has confounded court
watchers who had expected Crown Prince Edward to be the subject of the Princess' attention.
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At the end of the voting during Springtide, it was revealed that the city now has a new overlord in
the person of dady Samantha Cox. Phe full voting was as follows:

Paston Courtney 7 (Courtney, 5riffiths, Andrews, Dexter, (Bowden, Anderson, G)asker)

Samantha Cox 15 (Cox, Warin, Shefford, SGraithside, ‘senbard, (Barnett, (Powne, PBelcher,
Maxil, Worton, Horl, (Rimon, Perignon, Jansdowne, du Bolay)

Alan riffiths 1 (Carter)

A disappointed Paston Courtney confirmed that he will now also be retiring from his post as
(suildmaster of the Carpenters, and will no longer take part in civic affairs. He added that he intended to take
advantage of his retirement and indulge a long standing ambition to travel to distant lands. After some prompting
he allowed that it might also be pleasant to spend more time with his family.

At a recent surprise trial, the city has learned that Grerdinand Jansdowne, named heir to the vast
Jansdowne J‘ortunes, paid J’or the attacks upon the {)ixon household which [ed to an assassination attempt on
Cllr Matthew Pixon. GYhe news dawned on the city at a trial before the then Sheriff Sam Cox, who revealed
that J-erdinand, a[ong with his brother Antoine and Sara C\Varfdon, had hired an assassin to Kkill %[and
(Dixon in retaliation for the death of (suimar Perignon. ‘In her summing up Samantha Cox described how the
three had been enticed [nz the assassin into paying £15 J‘or the attack, and how the assassin had then gone on to
Kidnap Elizabeth (Pixon, and perpetrate other crimes which led to the near death of Matthew (ixon.
Samantha Cox told the court how the assassin had [aid a careful and many layered plan to blame the
(Nyskildians for the crimes, and that she had been convinced that creating a conflict between the two cities had
been the main o[:jective oJ‘ the scheme. She described Jerdinand and his accompﬁces as unfortunate dupes,
paying for an attack which would have taken place anyway. She told the court how, to his credit, Grerdinand
had co-operated fu[[\z with the investigation‘s attempts to track down the assassin and how he, a[ong with Cllrs
(PDixon and erwent, was injured in the fight which ensued. Ghe assassin was eventually tracked down and
Killed following a [ate night chase along the Ofd (savelkinden (Road. “In pronouncing the death sentence she
made it clear that conspiracy to commit murder is as great an offence as the crime itself, and should receive the
severest sentence. However, considering Oerdinand's assistance of the investigation she commuted the death
sentence to exile and [oss of citizenship. QYhe assassin, one Carol (Bardsdale, had been a resident of Castle Bard
for the past two years. Any citizen with information regarding her is requested to contact the Witanmoot.

Ohe Chair for the GYreasury, (seorge Rimon, caused uproar in the chamber with the announce -
ment of the coming year's budget, which will be funded by an extra tax of 1s.2d off each householder, and an
extra 2% tax ofJ’ each 5ui[d. Ohis, he assured the house, would be a specia[ measure for one year on[\z in order to
cover the initial setting up costs of the Cascorach ICmissary and an official city orphanage. Amid an increasingly
noisy background of heckling he stated that he hoped the new emissary would stimulate trade and bring increased
wealth to the city. Dhe council was then adjourned until order was once again restored.
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ohe Court of Common Council reached a deadlock [ast month over the two budget amendments
proposed following the controversial 1s.2d tax hike announced in this years budget. (Both amendments were
closer to [ast years ﬁgures, with the Perignon proposal suggesting a 6d average increase per household, and the
(Dixon one a 1od equivalent. ‘It was left to newcomer Councillor ;Adam Avery to break the deadlock, with a
speech pointing out that the (Pixon amendment suffered from the same flaw as the original budget - that it
contained items not yet approved by full Council session. PHhe final council vote then went to 142 votes for the
Perignon amendment, and 121 votes for the ixon amendment. Councillor Avery then rose to his feet again to
suggest that Councillor ()ixon's suggestions should now be examined in more detail. He formally proposed
"Ohat the Council investigate the extension of the Witanmoot (suards' area of responsibility to include the
(Bridge, and the resultant transfer of funds from the Committee for Gyrade to the Sheriffs’ Office.” Dhe vote on
this will take place next month. Carlier this month the G)reasury's budget outline was proposed for the year. “It
was identical to those of previous years and was passed without dissent.

Beatrice Perignon, Alan riffiths, Eliott Anderson were nominated for Sheriff.

Somewhat belatedly, (sax the Heretic has spoken out against proposals for a new city orphanage.
“In a scathing attack delivered from the {Mootstone, he told a large crowd, "he proposals of Ms Perignon that
the city establish an orphanage, are indicative of the Istablishment's failure to respond to the true needs of its
citizens, and of the perversion of projects of the common good to the service oj” se[f interest. Citizens should be
under no illusions as to the true purpose of Ms Perignon’s proposals which is to establish a centre for the
indoctrination of the \Zouth of the city in the Hahnite faith". Ohe good natured, a[though puzzled, cheering of the
crowd subsided in time for them to hear about the new Highsun Grete, to be held in Avigon, the proceeds from
which will go to (5ax's orphanage out eastside.

ollowing the retirement of Sir Paston Courtney, the Carpenters (suild has been holding elections
to determine the new ook of the (suild. Punters had expected the high profile Matthew )ixon to emerge as the
new leader, but it turned out that (Nicholas (Bowden was returned as the new (suildmaster. Cllr ()ixon
managed to [and the office of QYreasurer instead, and Mervyn James becomes the new Secretary.

Residents of the Ward of P)owgate have been losing sleep and temper to a fresh irritation from the
Oloating Market. On odd nights for the past two weeks a persistent noise, described variously as a fow
thrumming or deep drumming sound, has been emanating from the river slum. Angry residents have already
started to shoot the occasional ﬁre arrow into the area, but these have so far fai[ed to make any cﬁﬁerence.
‘However, a petition has been sent to the (Knight Marshal, Sir Salverian, asking him to clear this public
nuisance from the (King's Highway. Maybe we shall see sparks fTying soon.

Ohe Shipwrights are noted to be working on a particu[ar[\z [arge and ornate ocean-going vessel,
apparently a commission from the Qemple of Esprayenna. Rumours continue that this is one of the rare,
exp[orator\z, Ships oj" the PDawn,
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Ohe proposal that the Witanmoot (suard patrols inrodeth Pridge has been passed
overwhelmingly by Council, despite protests from the Ward of Pridge and the Chairman of the Grade
Committee. Ghe proposal was passed by 158 votes to 50, and included a requirement for the Gyrade budget to
provide funds, hence presumably, the protests. Ghe dand & Agriculture budget has also been unveiled, and
remains unchanged from [ast year. ‘In anticipation of the forthcoming Midsummer elections, (Matthew (ixon
has suggested some electoral reform, and in a full session of the council proposed, "G)hat from the {Midsummer
143 election, each elector for the sheriffs shall have two votes. Ghe two votes must be cast for different
candidates (but one or both votes may be abstentions). “In the event of a tie, the votes of the Jord of the City shall
count double." (Cllr %wﬁra\z, while c[aiming to support the principle oJ" the motion, offerec[ the fo[[owing
amendment, which he claimed would prevent a number of potential problems with the original motion. "Phat the
Jord of the City shall not norma[[}g vote, but shall have a casting vote with which to resolve any tie."

Aralan (Derwent has once again been seen dining at Mrs (fBlessop's carvery in the company of Sir
‘Henry Jongbridge, and once more it would appear that Sir Henry has added to her jewellery collection.
Perhaps Sir Henry is unaware that the reason Aralan keeps needing new jewellery is that she has flogged off
all his previous gifts in order to finance her speculative business ventures.

Adverts have started to appear about the new _Avigon féte, scheduled for Setheran Ugstday, which
(5ax the Heretic has been promoting in his latest speaking tour. Sir Paston Courtney has confirmed that he will
be opening the féte and signing autographs in positively his [ast public engagement before retiring to his manor.,
(Unkind eavesdroppers have noted that Alderman Perignon also oﬂ"erec[ to open the J”éte, and is now having to
get her ego reinflated.

Elsewhere, the hectic social whirlwind of lnorth (Dexter has been halted by an unexpected
challenge to duel. he challenge comes from none other than his own sidekick, rving (srendle, who is reckoned
to be a fairly flashy wielder of the rapier outside his hours in the council chamber. DHhe challenge appears to stem
from certain derogatory remarks made by Alderman (Dexter at a gfittering summer ball hosted by Augustus
Merle of the (soldsmiths guild. GYhe duel will be at sunrise on Setheran Grirstday, and will undoubtedly be a
more exciting affair than Alderman ()exter's previous, unfortunate encounter,

Cllr Buggs Moran of (PDowgate has demanded that the City take action against the drumming from
the floating market, which has if anything increased in both intensity and volume. She told the Chronicle, "Qhis
is just typical of our (zovernment's 'somebody else's problem’ attitude over the Gloating Market. CIt's about time
someone actually did something, rather than just hoping that if they ignore it long enough it will go away."

LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

Ohe results of the hotly contested sheriffs posts are;
Beatrice Perignon n

Alan riffiths 6
Elliot Anderson 5



A map of Linvodeth Catacombs
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Ohe Midsummer Grair has been a scorching occasion this year, with many revellers picnicking in
the shade of the city wall for the afternoon. (Despite the heat, there were no shortages of contenders for the main
prizes, with (Ned (Bockran winning the freestyle wrestling, )i G)aggart taking the horse racing trophy and
'Gutsy' (sinley retaining the pie eating prize. \Most surprising win of the afternoon was the victory of young
squint-eyed Sam Wallis in the 50 yard archery contest. His unflappable composure was largely due to the fact
that he didn't recognise the (King, whose unexpected arrival on the main stand caused panic amongst contestants
and Aldermen alike. Dhe King, his entire household and a detachment of cavalry rode in off the main road from
Cascorach completely unannounced. An omission which seems to be being blamed on the lack (still) of an Envoy
in that city. Qur [oyal councillors spent the next few hours rushing around trying to put things in order before
Jady Samantha Cox was summoned to the Citadel. Why his Mgjesty should choose to return unannounced is
unclear, some commentators have mentioned the grain taxation problems which will inevitab[y arise after the
harvest,

‘Irving (Grendle’s rescheduled duel took place on Grirstday at noon, amongst the half-cleared debris
of the Midsummer fair. Hhe audience were interested to note that Miranda Andrews, herself a mean dueffist,
turned out to replace Alderman (exter for the occasion. G)he duel started badly for (srendle when his initial
attack [eft him overextended and Andrews inflicted a [ight cut along his arm. Suspecting a trick, Andrews
refused to attack and drew back, giving (srendle ample opportunity to recover himself. Ghis move appeared to
annoy both of them and the duel resumed with a furious exchange which drew applause from the onlookers. QHhis
was followed by a prolonged pause as both participants reconsidered their tactics, and restarted with a vicious
exchange which left Andrews with a [light cut and (srendle with a deep wound on the leg. Dhis second wound
bled profusely and quickly forced him to yield the fight. ‘While the Gyorian Physickian attended to (srendle,
onlookers were startled to observe Andrews, a veteran oJ‘ many such encounters, make a sudden rush to the cit\Z
ditch in order to throw up. Ghe worried G)orian eventually carted both duellists off to the infirmary for further
attention,

A serious dispute has broken out between the Ward of Bridge and the Court of Common Council
over the city's deployment of the Witanmoot (suard onto the bridge. Hhe Wardmoot of Bridge has refused to
collect the additional [ev\z from its citizens, describing the extra taxation as an unnecessary and pointless burden.
Alderman for the ward, (sibian Horl, deplored the Council's decision but maintained that the Wardmoot had a
duty to uphold the decisions of the Council. However the rest of the Wardmoot apparently thought differently
and Alderman Ttorl was outvoted. How the council will respond to this unprecedented action is unclear, but at
least one angry councillor has suggested that the Witanmoot (suard extend its jurisdiction beyond the bridge.

Councillor Matthew ixon is pleased to announce the birth of his second child, Paston ixon.
Mother and son are both said to be well. he Chroniclers would [ike to offer their congratulation and hope that
the youngster will have a [ess interesting [ife than his elder sister.

With ha[f the Council away on their estates and most of the Aldermen preoccupied with the (Qr}g,
much of this month's business has been postponed. Phis includes Cllr ixon’s proposals concerning the election of
sheriffs, and Cllr Mowbray's amendment to it. (Both of these will now be debated next month. CIn one of the few
sessions to be held the Jand & Agriculture budget, unchanged from last year, was passed without opposition.
Ohe proposed Jaw & Qrder Budget is also unchanged from previous Yyears, contrary to pub[ic expectation.
Chairman for Jaw & Order, Alison Shefford, commented; " Although we wished to strengthen our support for
the prisons, there simp[\z isn't any money in the Buc[get with which to do it. Hhe existing budget is the fairest
distribution of our inadequate funding, and I therefore see no reason to change it."

With the recent hot weather, the city was [ucky to escape relatively unscathed from a fire which
broke out in the ‘Ward of (Dowgate earlier this week. Ghe fire was brought under control only after several
houses had been destroyed. \Most of the citizens from the surrounding area, and many of the ‘Witanmoot (suard,
were involved in the action to stop the ﬁre‘s spread. Ohe reason for the ﬁre is unclear, however unconﬁrmed



reports claim that a resident of (Dowgate, who was seen on the wall with a number of fire arrows shortly
before the fire started, was shot and fell backwards onto the thatched roof of the building befow. Qur informant
was unclear as to whether the shot was fired from the Gloating Market or, as some people have been claiming,
from the bridge by a member of the Witanmoot (suard.
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Ohe (City has averted the threatened constitutional crisis over Bridge Ward refusing to pay its
taxes. A [ast minute switch of vote at the Wardmoot by Cllr Hugo Kelly meant that (on the Alderman’s casting
vote) the non-payment motion was defeated. Cllr (Kelly told the Chronicle, "I still believe that we were right to
register a protest in the way we did, but the whole situation was getting out of hand and ‘I decided to defuse the
issue Before someone got hurt”, “Indeed, until this point the situation was [ooking increasing[\z dangerous with a
number of confrontations taking place between the Jocal Watch and the Witanmoot (suard. At one stage two
of the guards were arrvested by the ‘Watch for assaulting a citizen, and an armed confrontation seemed
inevitable. A [arge proportion of the Wardmoot remains unrepentant; their leader Cllr (Richard Saunders told
the Chronicle that, "C[QE[\Z‘S defection was the result of blatant intimidation 6\2 Sﬁeriﬂ" Perignon and her
professional thugs. I think she threatened to ‘disappear’ him in the same way as she, and the rest of the Jeyestone
Mgfia, arranged the ‘disappearance’ of Armundus Septer."

Qension remains high in the Gloating Market and the nearby ‘Ward of (Dowgate, after two
Solistel were killed by Powgate citizens. According to Jocelyn (Barnes, a Mercer of Dowgate, "Dhe people
were only protecting the ward from these criminals”, Accusing the Witanmoot (suard of co-operating with the
scum, she called for the Knight Marshal to, "wipe out this infestation on the City's doorstep, before an attack is
faunched upon the ward". However Charain {Meduenin, spokesman for the Solistel told the Chronicle, "We
have no feud with the citizens of (Dowgate. Cllr Edge has assured us that Alderman (lifford is honourable, and
the attacks were not of her doing. Qur dead have already been avenged." ((Inconfirmed reports suggest that
perpetrators of the killing were captured by the Witanmoot (suard, however no official statement on the matter
has yet been made.

Oloating Market tensions have also been raised by an apparent coup within the G)oddman's
organisation. (Rumour suggests that the city's crime lord has had a significant part of his organisation usurped by
someone called Skillet. A number of killings and the [arge number of fights which have recently taken place
around the docks, and the Gloating Market would tend to confirm this rumour.

Witanmoot business remained subdued this month, possibly out of respect for the (King's presence in
the City. Ohe daw & Order budget was passed without opposition, while the ixon amendment to the Election
of Sheriffs (itself amended by (Mowbray's proposal) was passed overwhelmingly. Surprisingly, despite fierce
battles earlier in the year, there appears to be no further debate over the spending of the Jrade budget. Ghe
Chroniclers suspect that most councillors have already lost the draft of the proposed budget (cunningly circulated
by Matthew )ixon before the summer festivities) and are to embarrassed to admit it.

Ohe mysterious absence of (Cllrs (Dixon, Mowbray and erwent, which was beginning to be a
cause for concern, has been explained. Ghe three Councillors returned from a tour of the surrounding (Duchy
where they have been negotiating with the (Barons in an attempt to avert a repeat of last year's grain crisis,
Although they have steadfastly refused to comment, their buoyant mood would suggest that the mission was a
success, (Upon their return both Yevestone councillors set about crcating a further stir. In a surprise move, (Cllr
Mowbray turned down a nomination for Alderman, and has instead accepted an appointment to the position of
Envoy to Cascorach. Ghis has enabled Cllr {Pixon to be elected unopposed to the position of Alderman of
Jevestone, and the Chronicle would [ike to congratulate him on this long overdue reward for his tireless efforts.
Ohose citizens who had been [ookinﬂ forward to a [wuising ﬁght between the two for the position of Alderman,
and who at [east thought that {Mowbray would go down fighting, have been further disappointed by (Cllr
Mowbray's apparent delight at the way things have turned out. Ghe new envoy, a largely theoretical post this
[ate in the year, immediately opened his cellars and threw a truly memorable party. Dhe cellars, famed for their
select contents of Cit\Z States' vintage wine, proved to be a very popu[ar focation, and just about every member
of the Witanmoot turned up during the course of the evening. (Even Sheriff Perignon, herself a renown



vintner, remarked favourably on the evening's libations. Sheriff riffiths also attended, and spent much of the
evening welcoming ady Amelia Grortesque to the delights of the capital city. Al in all, only Aldermen (PDexter
and Apdrews, away on a second honeymoon, missed out on the festivities.

Chinon Starsinger reports that the new (ncle {Marcus' winter brew, which has been produced by
‘Ohe Empty PBarrel in Welland, is the best he's tasted in years. “If you'd [ike to try some go there soon,
otherwise Chinon assures us that he intends to drink the place dry himself if at all possible.

Ohe (Highsun Orete appears to have been a reasonable success, with a [arge crowd attencfing this
ﬁrst event. Most (suilds had made an attempt to put on a good disp[a\z, a[thougﬁ many had obvious[\z simp[\z
picked a senior member to set up shop in the market for the day. Perhaps if the event is repeated more
competition and display will take place. espite this the event was clearly a success and raised a large sum of
money, a[though wrang[ing over what exactly each exhibitor was meant to contribute marred some of the
gooc[wi[[ generated. CIn a clear snub to Sheriﬁ ﬂ)erignon, who is known to have oﬁ'ered fier services, the event
was opened by Sir Paston Courtney. Ma Perignon obviously forgot that the event was in aid of (sax’s
orphanage where, fo[[owing the announcement of her p[ans to establish a Hahnite orphanaﬂe, she is not the most
popular of people. Possibly it was her that Mad Mab was warning when she told the baffled crowd, "Honour
the dragon‘s fheart, for fie treads the wine of [ife, and few can taste of his truth", Hhen again, perﬁaps not,
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A major meeting of the City's crimelords was disrupted by the ‘Witanmoot (suard, who it is thought
came within a few minutes of capturing the Gyoddman. Qhe guards, who were in the catacombs beneath
Oraringdon investigating the disappearance of some (Masons, stumbled upon the gathering and with swift action
captured a number of the criminal scum. Alderman (Rimon of Graringdon told the Chronicle, " Dhe audacity of
these criminal elements in choosing to hold a meeting within the city, shows that we are fai[ing in our J’igﬁt
against crime. I implore the sheriffs to impose the death sentence upon those captured, in order to set an example
to others that crime does not pay." Phe Chronicle would [ike to offer its condolences to the relatives of Henry
Beecham, Colin Watson, Sandra Coombes and Cory Kale of the Masons (suild, who the guard [ater
determined had been Killed in a rockfall.

Ohere are rumours of scandal within both the (()intners and Carpenters gui[ds this month, with both
guilds [aunching ‘behind the scenes' investigations. Cllr (Mowbray, treasurer of the (intners, told the Chronicle,
"We were acting on a tip off, which we have determined to be completely unfounded, and I will be having
words with the originators.” Ghe Carpenter treasurer, Alderman )ixon, is also inspecting the books, and the
occurrence of this just weeks after Sir Paston’s final public engagement is the cause of much speculation.

Reg Marc's (Uncle Marcus' brew seems to have had an odd effect on some members of the
Witanmoot (suard, who were seen attempting to ‘repair a shutter' on an upstairs window of the Empty
PBarrel. What the guard were actually doing breaking into this popular councillors' pub is unclear and ‘James
‘Isenbard, the Alderman of Welland, has made a formal complaint to the Witanmoot. e told the Chronicle, "I
was not aware that the 9uard were in the ward, and the possibi[itxz that a crime may have been committed
worries me greatly. It is clear that the guard is getting out of control."

Alderman )ixon has been having a busy time. (Not content with the quiet passage of the Grade
Gudget, the demands oJ‘ the new jo[; and the time-consuming Canpenten‘s investigation, Pixon has proposed a
motion of censure. G)he motion, seconded by Nicholas Bowden, condemns Cllr (Richard Saunders and demands
that he retract his statements reported in the Chronicle [ast month. Sheriff Perignon may not have time to
worry about (Richard Saunders, following the disintegration of her faction. What caused this sudden rush to
defect J’nom the most powenfu[ gnouping in the Witanmoot is unclear, but as fan as the Chronicle can gather
nearly 50 councillors have abandoned her faction this month. One councillor reported that the faction was
disintegrating so fast that people were being hit by the shrapnel. o further complicate matters, Ann Gasker has
marked the anniversary of the disappearance of Armundus Septer with a renewal of her campaign to have the
matter investigated. She told the Chronicle, " Armundus has now been missing for a year, and we are no funther
towards discovering what actually happened. Uast month the Uevestone \Mgfia' again showed its true face and I
and the rest of my group will be continuing our campaign to expose their abuses of power."

Seasoned readers of the Chronicle may remember an incident a few years ago when a fire at a
dockland pub managed to inflict a number of sword wounds. ‘It would appear that this damage is contagious,
since a number of the Witanmoot (suard have sustained serious slashes and burn injuries in a catacomb ‘rockfall
a few days after their successful raid on the crimelords meeting. Rumour has it that the crimelords successfully
ambushed the guarc[s as the\z continued their search, and an embarrassed Witanmoot has concocted the nockfa[[
story to cover it up.
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Ohe harried Alderman of eyvestone, Matthew (Dyixon, is offering a ten shilling reward for
information [eading to the arrest of the ‘Jeyestone mugger. Jast month this mugger assaulted a resident of
Jeyestone who had attempted to prevent him removing the local copy of the Chronicle. ‘Information gathered so
far simply describes him as tall, well dressed with a foreign accent. He was seen to head off in the direction of
the Witanmoot.

Jady Amelia and Sheriff (riffiths have been seen out and about town this month, with visits to the
College production, music evenings and, most conspicuously, a fund-raising party at ‘Dhe Bullion’, Ghis latter
event culminated in a fong conga of revellers, headed ["Z our august duo, Weaving back to the Citadel via the
docks, Mrs Blessop's rose garden, the cellars of the (Dintners (suild (thrice), Alderman ‘Isembard’s Kitchen, the
city ditch and the Royal {Mews.

Ohat well-known hypothetical envoy, Malcolm Mowbray, has been seen much in the vicinity of
Sheriff Perignon this month, particularly during full council sessions. At one stage the two were seen in
animated conversation, a[though the squect matter remains unknown since none of the many interested observers
circled close enough to overhear. ‘It was noted, however, the Mowbray had previously taken the precaution of
acquiring a couple of bodyguards to cover his back.

‘In a surprise move Sheriff Perignon has appointed Alderman Ann Qasker chair of a special
committee to investigate the disappearance of Armundus Septer from his prison cell last year. Alderman
Qasker has already appointed Robert Peaureli, Martin (Key, Arianne Pencric, (Pavid Northropp and Mary
Hastings to assist her in this task. With her usual sure nose for where trouble (and a good fight) are to be found,
Councillor Aralan (Perwent has also been observed hanging around the prisons recently.

“In the Witanmoot session there was uproar when Alderman (sibian Horl confessed that no budget
or accounts were available for the Shipping Committee this year. He attempted to blame this on repeated
medd[ing B\z his former J‘action, but this was perceived as a poor excuse J’or fai[ing in his duties towards the cit\z.
After a noisy afternoon session, Alderman Horl resigned from his post as Chairman. Qhis was followed by an
announcement that the proposed Welfare and Iducation budget would be the same as the previous year.

Ohe fo[[owing da\z the Council reconvened to vote on the motion to censure Qﬁcﬁard Saunders,
which was proposed by Alderman ()ixon. After a spirited debate in which the evils of enforced courtesy versus
comp[ete freedom of speech were disputed, the motion was passed 6\2 the extreme[y narrow margin of 146 votes
to 130.

After a petition by the (Ointners (suild, the G)reasury has postponed until next budget day the
outstanding tax owed by the orphanage founded and run by (sax the Heretic. Ghe orphanage has been built on
an abandoned vineyard to the east of the city, and it now appears that this plot of land was an outright gift to the
orphanage from the ((Yintners (suild rather than, as initia[[\z assumed, a [ong term nominal [ease. As the trustee
landowner, (sax appears to be taking the debt to society very seriously. He has even been observed
reprimanding some of the orphans who protested rather bluntly to the Qreasury Committee.
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Jady of the City Samantha Cox has caused uproar in the council by proposing a £50 increase in
the Witanmoot budget. GYhe lion's share of this increase is to fund an expansion of the Witanmoot (suard to a
total strength of 75. Proposing the new budget she told the council, "Ghe council has seen fit to bestow many
further duties on the guard this year. Qhis is the minimum increase necessary for the guard to fulfil these duties
properly. I don't believe it is right to fiddle the books by partially funding this from the trade budget or any of the
other fudges that have been proposed. It's about time some members of this council realised that when they vote
for an increase in service, they have to be prepared to back it up with an increased Budget.“ What prompted this
uncharacteristic outburst is unclear, but some sources have suggested that Jady Cox is becoming increasingly
dissatisfied with the number of ‘worthy' motions which are being passed and then forgotten.

Ohe campaigning J‘or the midwinter elections is beginning to get unc[erwa\z’ with Yevestone,
Welland and owgate emerging as the hottest wards. Cllr Buggs Moran has been canvassing to replace
Alderman Mary (lifford. (Buggs told the Chronicle, "Mary is a nice person, but the time when there were any
nice solutions to Dowgate’s problems has long passed." However, it [ooks as though the anti-(lifford vote will
be split by Jocelyn (Barnes who is campaigning vociferously on a policy of, "burn out the vermin in the floating
market”. Elsewhere in the city Matthew ()ixon has been working hard to retain his Aldermanship, and (5illian
‘Howe has [aunched a surprisingly strong campaign for the Welland _Aldermanship.

Perhaps taking up the point made B\Z %de Samantha, Richard Srirethorn has been continuing his
work to bring fresh water to the city. An idea which the council voted for, but which it has been singularly
ineffective in pursuing. CIn a surprise move Richard brought two _Abbotts, of the (Brynettes and the Gyorians,
together for a meal to discuss the project. Ghe Chronicle believes that this is the first time the religions have met
since the (Brynette bombardment of the Abbey of (serlantia during the civil war, and congratulates him on this
major breakthrough.

Roland and Julia Perignon have been seen [ooking at houses in Jevestone, however the Chronicle
expects that rather than buy an old house they will be acquiring some of the land freed up in certain riots [ast
year, and building it themselves. GYhe incentive behind this business expansion is rumoured to be a certain sheriff
who has mentioned that “we wish to become a grandmother".

Ann Qasker has been continuing her investigation into the disappearance of Armundus Septer
however, as she and Aralan (Derwent have been discovering, the trail is somewhat cold. On the subject of
Aralan (Derwent, devoted Chronicle readers may be Wondering as to the outcome of the article in [ast year‘s
Chronicle of Gyernost. ‘We are now happy to report that our intrepid reporter Chinon has investigated and has
been walking around with a smile on his face ever since.

Big, hearty Harry Gruestaff has pulled of the, to him, coup of the year with Maud PBlessop joining
his faction. A faction which has never been noted for its abstinence and which may now be changing its title to
the Party Party! Petailed planning for the Midwinter celebrations are already said to be underway,
regardless of the election results.



FFurrin’ Countries

Ohe Conglomerate of City States is a term
for the populous [ands on the other side of the (selt
mountains to the south. Qhese states are characterised
by the complex and [ethal form of politics known as
Ohe (5ame, whereby alliances and war are declared
and broken with equal ease in the continual bid for
more power. Q)he (same affects everyone from a city
ruler to a street urchin who is paid to act as his
fistener’. ((Unwary travellers can easily be killed as
pawns in a game which they never knew existed.

Ohe isolated valleys of the Western CIsles are
inhabited by a pale and stocky race of mariners known
as the (Noord. Qhese people have a high regard for
independence, and have been known to cause trouble
by their disregard for the (King's daws when they visit
the mainland,

Between the City States and the ‘Inner Sea
is the PDheocracy of the High Plateau. Hheir people
are tall, with brown skin and a mane oJ" hair which
roots down the spine. Qhey also have a nictitating
membrane over their whiteless eyes. CIn this arid
upland the Church maintains a strict control over the
water supply and the agriculture. GYhe church is an
austere and extreme version of the cult of (aleth the
Earthmother in Athion.

Between the City States and the Glooded
Plains is the Jand of the Children of Herne, ruled by
the Abeys. Ghis country is set between two mountain

ranges, and all trade between the coast and the
heartlands goes through it.

East of the land of Herne are the Glooded
Plains. Ghis is a vast area of boggy fields worked by
the PBabel, a small \Ze[[owish people who also have a
third eyelid and the whiteless eyes. QJhey are a race
enslaved to grow food for the mpire of the ‘Inner
Sea.

Ohe Empire of the ‘lner Sea is ruled by the
(Kinjuru, a semi-aquatic race with dappled green skin
and the strange eyes. Qheir capital is a huge and
ornate collection of floating and semi-submerged
palaces drifting in the ‘Inner Sea. It is renown as a
Court of extreme etiquette, artistry and courtesy,
where the business of actually running the Empire is
left to an immense and bizarre bureaucracy. Qhe
Empire influences or controls all fands surrounding
the CInner Sea except one; the Menteshe.

Ohe Menteshe is a hot, windy desert only
traversed by the warrior tribes who search for and
mine the bedrock, which is sometimes revealed beneath
the shifting sands. Qhe valuable metals and minerals
which they bring to the coast to trade are much sought
after.

0o the Tast of Athion [ie the immense and
impenetrable (Kalkas (Mountains, sometimes called the
Wall of the World. Gyo the North lies nothing but
snow and ice and the Grost-Wyrms.
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Ohe motion to increase the Witanmoot (suard has been passed B«Z an overwﬁe[ming majority,
bringing the (suards' full complement up to 75. dady Samantha Cox has expressed delight that her motion
gained so much support and went on to tell the Chronicle, "G)his is an excellent result and proves once and for all
the Council's ability to make difficult decisions decisively". Hhe Chronicle, whilst not wishing to argue with Her
Jadyship, suspects that the decision had more to do with the fact that none of the councillors dared risk upsetting
the guard. We have noted many privately voiced reservations. Many citizens fear more interference with the
ward watches and the use of the Witanmoot's troops to crush dissent. ‘t will be interesting to see if our rulers
can resist the temptation to use the personal army they are creating.

His Mgjesty King Edmund has announced his intention to hold the PDragonfeast Council at the
Citadel. Any person wishing to seek audience with him should approach ‘ford ) Assarn, who will be
administering the [ottery. “In celebration of the day the (King has announced a major tournament and has
declared that a specia[ archery contest will take p[ace in which a team from each of the four great cities,
JQinrodeth, Salvoyn, Eresan and (Cascorach, will compete with a team from the (Kings (Rangers. Acting
uildmaster Helen (Kreft has announced that all citizens interested in representing the city should apply initially
to the Bowvyers (uild.

Miranda Andrews and Qlnorth exter are delighted to announce the birth of their son, Oliver
(5eorge Alexander Wesley, on Sixthday Secondweek during the early hours of the morning. (Both mother and
son are described as ‘vociferous and [ively', although Olnorth is [ooking a [ittle tired nowadays. Ofnorth has
recently shocked the ward of (Dracas by selling the (Pexter mansion and moving into the Andrews household,
"in order to spend more time [ooking after my family". Qhis, obviously, makes him ineligible for re-election in
Pracas.

Ohis year has seen some of the most intensive campaigning ever, with all the major factions ﬁghting
to maintain their position against an upsurge of dissatisfaction with the establishment. Ghere has been a notable
c[osing of the ranks with very (ittle inter faction ﬁghting‘ as everyone concentrates on keeping their seat against a
[arge number of new hopefuls. Money has been flowing out of the (suilds to support their people and the city has
been bedecked in coloured ribbons and each faction attempts to demonstrate their supremacy. PJhe drab brown
and green of Adam _Avery has been much in evidence, although this may be because it's a [ot cheaper to produce.
©Ohe most expensive campaign appears to be that of Matthew )ixon with intricate wooden gifts being dispensed
to all and sundry. Sheriff Perignon’s blue banners have also been much in evidence as she throws her weight
behind the campaigns of dilith Jansdowne, g)hi[ip @ortman and Matthew ()ixon, much to the [atter's surprise.
Amused residents of Jevestone have commented that ([)ixon appears to be running to keep up with his own
Gandwaggon. More surprising[\z still, (Beatrice has put money into the campaign of Qcharc[ Saunders, a[though
Richard strenuously denies any involvement in her faction.

Ohe winter is proving surprisingly mild and with no snow drifts to bury them, Cllr Randy
Parkinson has been early to issue his usual warning against the dumping of dead beggars in the CIshtan. (e told
the Chronicle, "It's the duty of all our citizens to keep the city clean and safe for decent people to [ive in. Hhose
who dump dead beggars in the CIshtan are simply [azy and inconsiderate of their fellow citizens. G)he Witanmoot
(suard should be instructed to put an end to this practice.” PDhe celebrations at the Andrews household may have
been dampened by the news that the purchaser of the (exter mansion was none other than Sheriff (Beatrice
Perignon, who made the purchase through an intermediary. (Beatrice told the Chronicle, "Of course it will
probably need a [ot of renovation, but I'm [ooking forward to putting things in order",

LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

As predicted, the establishment has suffered a number of setbacks with four _Aldermen [osing their
seats. (Kennet Maxil was defeated by Melanie Romanie in Cadene whilst in )owgate the battle turned into a
four way fight with Alice Gytton emerging victorious from the bitter fight between Moran, (lifford and



(Barnes (although all three gained a seat on the wardmoot). ‘ln Graringdon the longstanding Alderman (5eorge
Rimon was defeated by Marcus Jambourne in a backlash against the raising of taxes this year. (OQver in
Pracas Philip Portman, backed by a late but powerful Perignon bandwaggon, swept to victory. ther
Aldermen given a close call this year were Ann Qasker in (Kingsgate and (Douglas du Bolay in Arpent, who
just fought off Pavid Ravensdale and Margery Faynes respectively. Jilith Jansdowne in Perewic managed
to weather the storm produced B\z the treachemz of the J’ami[\z, with Aralan Derwent oﬁering the strongest
challenge. “In evestone Matthew )ixon fought off strong challenges from Martin (Key and (Malcolm
{]v(ow[waxz, whilst in Welland 8ames Clsenbard scraped home G\z three votes, and 1J‘ (Re/g Marc had not made a
last minute offer of free beer to anyone supporting James, (sillian Fowe would probably have defeated him.
Hoanna Paynell lost her seat on the Wardmoot of Ishtan. Richard Srirethorn and Jarken (Prumm, both of
Apvigon, succeeded in their campaigns to be elected and the Chroniclers welcome them to the strange and
wonderful world of the Court of Common Council.
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Ohe first day of the new year saw a major breakout of violence within the Gloating Market. A
large and bloody battle appears to have taken place between the forces of the Goddman and Skillet with both
sides appearing to have hired mercenaries. Phe Witanmoot (suard were quickly on the scene and all accesses to
the market were closed. By mid morning the (King's Apchers had deployed onto the wall and with their arrows
raining down, the market was finally calmed around midday. Ghe following day saw many requests from the
councillors and citizens of Pridge and owgate that the market be put to the flame. Jady Samantha refused all
of these requests, and made it quite clear that she saw the Witanmoot's responsibi[it\z being to stop the ﬁght
spreading. Some citizens attempted to take the matter into their own hands but, with the (King's Rangers
shooting anything that moved near the market, the\z were soon dissuaded. At one point a ﬁre did break out, but
this appears to have been contained. “It is rumoured that during this confusion, (Draco, crimelord of the Cursos
was killed 6\2 a Solistel assassin, a[though the Chronicle has been unable to conﬁrm this. On giﬁﬁda\z, with no
further incidents having occurred, the (King's troops withdrew and this almost immediately precipitated a
resurgence in violence, with ﬁghts Breaking out in the Pabel area and a genera[ mobilisation taking place
through the rest of the market. However, whilst the Council debated whether or not to request the return of the
troops, further action within the market seems to have taken place. At noon on Seventhday the bloody head of
Skillet was displayed at the edge of the (River (Pow. Ghis seams to have had a near instant calming effect on
the whole area, with the Gyoddman regaining control of the entire Aghion area. (No further incidents have been
reported.

Ohis year's committee elections [ook set to see one of the hardest fought contests for some time with
mqjor posts, such as Eﬁeasumz and Jaw and QOrder, ha\»ing three or four nominations. G)he on[\z exceptions are
(Nicolas (Bowden's uncontested election to Qrade and the embarrassingly widespread support for sending
Malcolm Mowbray to Cascorach. G)he full nominations were as follows:

Qreasury Pixon, Shefford, Parnett

orade Bowden

TJaw & Order Anderson, Andrews, Graithside, Jambourne
Shipping Belcher, Carter, ‘Warin

Welfare & Td Horl, “Isenbard, Jansdowne, Hasker

Jands & Ag PDowne, Romanie

Salvoyn Horl, Pencric

(Nyskilde Madigan, Gyravers, Spring

Eresan Bergeren, Morgan

Cascorach Mowbray

“In between campaigning to have their people elected and making pronouncements on the Gloating
Market, our councillors have spent much oj” their time swapping between the various factions in the aﬁermatﬁ of
the elections. (seorge (Rimon has moved to the {Mowbray faction, where we suspect his blunt speaking will be
much at home. Meanwhile the increasingly mobile (sibian Horl has switched to the growing Qyruestaff group;
and a major scare was caused when Suzan Graithside, rising star of the Mowbray camp, was seen in deep
discussions with {Miranda Andrews, who has been carrying out a powerful recruitment campaign on behalf of

Jarken Drumm,



Floating Market Factions

Ohe Gyoddman
Ohe Qoddman is arguably the most feared

crimelord in the city. {Until recently he was the
Boss of the entire Aghion sector of the market.
Ohe oddman is rumoured to have connections
tﬁrougﬁout the dinrodeth, even into the (Council.
‘His greatest asset is that his true identity is
unknown, and all instructions are passed on via his
lieutenants. Qhe Athionic sections of the market
are the roughest since its inhabitants are the [owest
scum of the whole city. Should they make an effort
though, an Athion marketer is indistinguishab[e
from an ordinary citizen.

Skillet

Skillet, once a lieutenant of the Gyoddman, controls
two Athionic sections of the market. Qhese are
believed to be have just begun to yield profits after
the unexpected coup during the autumn of 142.
Skillet has a reputation as a particularly ruthless
PBoss, a[though this may be because of the relative
newness of his power.

6 i[_le g Ursos

Ohe Cursos are humans from the Conglomerate of
the City States. Dhe word ‘Cursos’ roughly
translates as ‘survive by running away’. Qhe
Cursos were originally led by the (Bordeci but
during 138, the Pabel and Solistel [aunched an
attack on the Cursos causing a major fire within
the market and splitting the Cursos between a
faction under the control of the Solistel and an
independent group of Cursos.

ohe Noord
Ohe isolated valleys of the Western CIsles are

inhabited (nz a pale and stocky race oj" mariners
known as the (Noord. G)hese people have a high
regard for independence, and have been known to

cause trouble by their disregard for the (King's
Jaws when they visit the mainland. A [arge group
of (Noord used to [ive in the market, but a large
majority of these sailed away upstream in a
makeshift [ongboat during 139, [eaving behind a
small group of Noord civilians behind. A new
boatload of warrior (Noord arrived in the market
during the summer of 142.

Ohe Solistel

Ohis group of Solistel are very representative of
their race, origina[[\z from the CHigh Plateau. Hhey
work hard to preserve and increase the honour of
their tribe, despite their surroundings. Since no-
one quite knows what action or comment will be
interpreted as an insult to their honour, dealing
with the Solistel has always been regarded as a
chancy business. Qhe foremost family among the
Solistel in the market is the Medunel. Hhe
Matriarch, Andenar Medunel, has never granted
an audience to anyone outside the tribe. Clt is
known that the Solistel and the Babel have has
some form of alliance since the fire in 138.

ohe Kinjuru

Ohose (Kezriakor exiled by the Empire of the
“Inner Sea are known as (Kinjuru, and they are
occasionally find their way as far north as
JQinrodeth. Jord Sato Shikoku is the ruler of this
far flung group of exiles, and his people are highly
valued as being scriveners under a sacred oath not
to reveal their customer’s business.

Ohe Babel
Although there are many (Babel within the floating

market to be found under the protection of ord
Sato, there is also a sizeable independent PBabel
sector under the [eadership of the ingol family
who own the ‘Merry Whore”.
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Ohis year's committee elections have seen some of the closest contests ever, with Marcus
Jambourne, Alan Carter and John Madigan taking the Jaw and Order, Shipping and (Nyskilde seats by very
narrow margins, ghe contests for QJreasury and Salvoyn produced resounding victories for Alison Shefford
and Arianne Pencric. Whilst clear wins were also recorded by Ann G)asker for Welfare, {Jemma owne for
Jands & Ag and Mark Bergeren for Eresan. Ghe full voting is recorded [ater in this Chronicle.

Ohe committee results evidence a mqjor shiﬁ of power within the Witanmoot, with quarmz
Oruestaff and Adam Avery both gaining significant influence at the expense of (Beatrice Perignon and
Malcolm Mowbray. Aralan (Derwent and Matthew (ixon seemed content to consolidate [ast year's gains.
Miranda Andrews, the only Alderman in the Drumm faction, missing the powerful daw & Qrder
chairmanship by only one vote. CIn the other two close votes the defection of (Melanie (Romanie to the Qruestaff
grouping proved decisive, and confirms G)ruestaff's position as a major power. GYhe result of this realignment is a
much more balanced council, with each of the major factions controlling a committee. Hhe Jreasury budget will
no doubt see a significant amount of horse trading, and in the power gap [eft by the demise of the “Justice Teague
and the co[[apse of the @erignon faction, it 'will be interesting to see what new alliances are formed.

Malcolm Mowbray spent much of the campaigning time chasing round after an alleged conspiracy
against himself and (Beatrice Perignon. With his usual tact he managed to upset nearly every other councillor
and undoubtedly strengthened their resolve to pack him off to Cascorach as soon as possible. Rumour has it that
at one stage \Mowbray was seen seen being dragged back into his house after heading off to duel with the
Crimson Councillor clad in chainmail and carrying a very large sword. Although the {Mowbray camp is
strongly denying the whole incident, we expect to see a flurry of guard hiring within the Witanmoot.

Ohe Sloating Market appears quiet following last month's violence, and the guard have been
reduced to the normal [evels. Phe political repercussions are still being sorted out and a strong [obby had been
formed by some of the councillors in the wards of Pridge and owgate arguing for the destruction of the
Market. Cllr Saunders of (Bridge has been its most outspoken proponent arguing that, "Paying to increase the
Witanmoot (suard has been about as useful as throwing the money in the CIshtan." He went on to describe the
guarcf as, "a bunch of cowarc[[\z‘ overpaid fairies“, and demanded that 1J‘ the\z were unwi[ﬁng to do the job
themselves, they should get out of the way and [et the people burn the market down. A spokesman for the guard
would on[\z comment, "We know where he [ives".

Cllr Saunders additional remarks about Jdady Samantha Cox appear to have [anded him even
deeper trouble with a number of people, including a couple of knights from the (Citadel, queuing up for the
privilege of defending her honour. ady Samantha has however refused to be drawn into the mud slinging. She
has instead written to the wards of (Dowgate and PBridge asking if Cllr Saunders representations should be
taken as a formal request to withdraw the protection of the Witanmoot (suard from those Wards. Cllr Aralan
(Derwent has shocked the city society by venturing into the Gloating Market. A disbelieving Witanmoot (suard
report that she and her Bod\zguard, (Brytewine, entered the market [)\Z the Ewic[ge stairs and then headed for the
area of [ast month's major battle. Several hours later, just as the (suard were beginning to organise a
9ratuitous[¥ violent rescue mission, they both re-emergec[. (B\Z this stage Aralan was ho[c[ing a [arge bundle of
stinking rags, and her red-headed bodyguard was holding off a large pack of besotted Nordic warriors. (Both
went immediately to the house of Alderman Ann G)asker, who later explained that the rags were the remnants
of clothes worn by Armundus Septer at the time of his 'disappearance’ in prison. Ann told the Chronicle, "Qhis
is the J‘irst major clue to the circumstances of Armundus’ death, and ﬁna[[\z puts an end to the ludicrous story of
his escape by magic. Qhe fact they were recovered from the market, and the subsequent ‘disappearance’ of his
two prison 5uards, c[ear[\z indicates the involvement of criminal elements, QHhe same criminal elements who
were responsible for the riots for which he was framed.”
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Alderman Shefford's first budget as Chairman of the Qreasury is the most controversial for many
vyears, although undoubtedly popular as a 3d tax cut is proposed for citizens. (Because of this many long
established committee funds have been slashed and traditional areas of spending are called into question.
Particularly hard hit is the Shipping budget, which funds the efite Wharf (suards who are trained to fight both
on [and and water, Alderman Sheﬂ"orc[ commented, "he C\Vﬁarf (uard has [ong been an excuse for members
of the wards of (Portsoken and Ishtan to have a well paid retirement. I was shocked to discover that they cost
over twice as much as the ‘Witanmoot (suard and am proposing that they be disbanded immediately and their
duties subsumed into an appropriately expanded Witanmoot (suard. “It is my belief that this will provide the
docks with greater security as well as saving the city over £200 a year. Qhe existing increases to the
Witanmoot (suard remain in place, and Jady Cox continues to take a personal interest in its restructuring.

ohe Citadel has officially confirmed that the (King will be holding court in Jinrodeth for the
(Dragonfeast. Jady Samantha Cox and other senior members of the Witanmoot are busy meeting (suildmasters
to thrash out arrangements for the holiday and, hopefully, to prevent a subsequent increase in plague victims. As
part of the budget, an entirely new fund has been created for this year's (Dragonfeast. Alderman Shefford
explained, "I believe that the citizens of Jinrodeth will be honoured to assist in repaying His Mgjesty’s
confidence by making this one of the best (Pragonfeast festivals ever held".

Ohe Skinners & Yeathersellers (suild is still in uproar after learning that akley (soodwin's
caravan was ambushed by bandits barely two dozen miles from inrodeth’s city walls. Dhe caravan contained
furs and skins from (Nyski[de, and was one of the ﬁrst due in after the winter. Qhe goods were vandalised but
not taken by the outlaws. Ghe Chronicle understands that the (suildmaster has already demanded compensation
of £67 from the city coffers for damages to the company's assets.

Ohe Hahnite JHemple is in an extreme state of tension due to the continued illness of the
Archimandrite. (Extra services and prayers for his recovery are being held in the main temple, although the
priests refuse to comment upon the state of their esteemed and very e[der[\z leader, the absolute head of the
‘Hahnite order throughout Athion. G)he Apchimandrite receiving regular weekly visits from the (King, and extra
guard have been positioned along Wheat Hill and Gemple Hill for the duration. Perhaps the best indicator of
the seriousness of the illness are rumours of the impending arrival of some of the nearer (Plenipotentiaries.

Ohe melting of the river has started the annual sinking of part of the Gloating market. _Af one stage
it was [ooking to be particularly effective as most of the upstream part of the market began to break up. Ghis
turned out to be unduly optimistic, however, as the swarming boats proceeded to re-form a completely new set
OJ’ island and rafts over the next two c[ays. {Despite the J"ears of the on[ooking citizens, the whole event settled
down without more than the usual number of deaths and injuries over disputed territory. (More worrying are
the reports that the Witanmoot (suard have been seen supplying food to the Gyoddman section of the market.

LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

Ohe results of the Jordship elections are as follows:

Samantha Cox 12 (Anderson,  PBarnett, (Carter, (Cox, {Jowne,
D-aithside, Grifﬁtﬁs, CIsenbard, Romanie, Sﬁefforcf,
Oasker, Warin)

Beatrice Perignon 9 (du PBolay, Powden, Pixon, Horl, Tambourne.
Jansdowne, Perignon, Portman, Worton)

Alan Griffiths 3 (Andrews, (Belcher, Frytton)

Ohe Chroniclers would [ike to congratulate Samantha Cox on her re-election to this august post.
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Ohe budget debate, which many had expected to be one of the most contentious and aggressive battles
seen at the Witanmoot for some time, turned out to be mere farce. A last minute compromise thrashed out
between Alderman Shefford and Cllr Avery threw the council into chaos as many late arriving councillors
stood up to denounce Alderman Shefford’s budget and support Cllr Avery's only to discover, through the
barracking of the better informed, that they were now one and the same thing. Alderman (ixon added to the
chaos by calling for a separate vote on passing the control of the Wharf (suard to the Witanmoot. After a
lengthy and [argely futile debate on the floor, both the vote on the ‘Wharf (suard and the single budget were
passed overwhelmingly. (New councillor Jarkin (Drumm expressed his disgust at the procedure, describing the
new budget as "ill considered and poorly conceived”. (Nonetheless most people in the city will be pleased to
discover that their 3d tax cut is confirmed, although guildsmen may be [ess pleased with the 6d guild rate rise.

Aralan erwent's and Ann Qasker's investigation into the Septer disappearance, has come up
with the startling revelation that Armundus Septer escaped normally, without the influence of arcane magics or
mysterious assassins. Aralan told the Chronicle, "I believe that Armundus Septer walked out of the
Cripp[egate prison in the company of his assistant, Amz person knowing the whereabouts of Teter luke,
former oddjob man to Armundus Septer, please come forward to myself or Alderman Gyasker." Cllr (Derwent
refusec[ to comment on rumours that members of his faction were involved in the escape, arguing that it would be
wrong to bring charges that she could not prove. Chairman Jansdowne has announced an immediate
investigation into security at the Cripplegate prison.

Ohe Skinners & eathersellers (suild has (not too poflitely) been told what to do with their request
to the city for compensation. Chairman for Jands and Agriculture (semma Downe told the Chronicle, "Qhis is
one of the most [udicrous proposals I've come across in some time. Of course the city has an obligation to
prevent banditry in the surrounding area, and matters are already being taken to deal with the problem. CIf the
Skinners are too stingy to hire cnougﬁ wagon guarcfs, then that's their problem not ours."

Ohe Archimandrite remains serious[\z ill, and it would appear [nz the continuous stream of
[enipotentiaries arriving from the outlyin uchies, that hopes for his recovery remain low. Pendentite
p 9 Yy P Y
Auntonious told the Chronicle, "We are all praying to Hahn J’or the Archimandrite's recovery, and it is on[\z
right for us to gather near to him in his moment of need".

Preparations for the ragonfeast are continuing apace, with the council voting through an
unprecedented £1000 funding for the project. Dhis [ooks set to be one of the most [avish shows the country has
ever seen. ‘Indeed it would appear that having decided to spend such a [arge sum, our councillors are stuck for
ideas on what to do with it. One person with some advice for them has been (sax the Heretic, although quite
how "regenerating the rotting educational infrastructure, and [iberating the downtrodden from the chains of
ignorance” is meant to help us enjoy the (Dragonfeast remains to be explained. (Citizens with novel suggestions
are encouraged to [obby their [ocal councillors and JAlderman for sponsorship.

Oollowing the budget debacle, Cllrs Avery and (Drumm are to meet in a duel next month. A
combination of Cllr Avery's sudden budget capitulation and Cllr (Drumm’s scathing condemnation of this has led
to the two seeking to have their honour satisfied.
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‘It is with deep regret that the Chronicle reports the death of the Archimandrite who died
peacefully at the Hahnite Gyemple. Jributes have been arriving from throughout the country for the man who
many see as the architect of our (Kingdom. tHis Mgjesty is reported to be in deep mourning and has cancelled all
his social engagements. Plenipotentiary Jasmine told the Chronicle, "“He was a great man who will be missed
6\3 everyone who knew him, and who deserves the thanks oJ" all those who have Beneﬁted from the Jaw which he
established”. ‘When asked about rumours that she will be making a bid to become the next Archimandrite she told
us, "I believe it would be inappropriate to discuss the matter at this time, but o[wious[\z I am wi[[ing to serve
should ahn call upon me".

Ohe Princess Eleanor has arrived from Cascorach, accompanied by Plenipotentiary Edward de
Belleme, the Astrologer (Royal and a number of notable Cascorach citizens. Ghe Princess was greeted by a
large crowd of cheering citizens and was clearly pleased to be back in the city. One surprise member of her
party was Sir (sawain Carfeon who was captured by the (5elt during the Summer 138 campaign, and who has
spent the [ast five years as their prisoner. Qhe (5elt are famed for their policy of never taking prisoners, and Sir
(Gawain had been reported as killed in action. Clearly something odd has taken place, and Sir (zawain is being
kept under close guard until the (King grants an audience. (Rumour says that Sir (sawain has been refused
permission to rejoin his ofld regiment, or that of his old mentor, Sir (Rguf git?g)ayne.

Ohe duel between Councillor Avery and Councillor (Drumm has ended with both councillors in the
Qorian QJemple, although (Cllr Ayvery's condition is considered to be far the most serious. Jhe duel started
furious[\z and both councillors drew blood ear[\Z on during the ﬁrst exchangc. However, neither was wi[[ing to
vield and the fight continued until Cllr (Drumm slipped inside Avery's guard, causing a disabling shoulder
wound, QV(amZ notable councillors turned out to witness the ﬁgﬁt, a[tﬁou.gh the heck[ing and 'he[pfu[' comments
from Cllr (Derwent, Alderman (ixon and Sheriff Perignon were probably not appreciated. One councillor
not in attendance was Richard Grirethorn, who described the ﬁght as a disgracefu[ way for councillors to settle
their differences, and who has proposed a motion of censure. (Cllr Avery is reported to have replied that
Orirethorn was a wimp, and that there was nothing wrong with a good duel.

Another caravan has been attacked by bandits. Qhis time a (Mercers' train was hit in the
Shottenden hills. Reports suggest that the caravan was attacked by about twenty bandits, mostly on foot. G)he
caravan, which had come from Q\Lyski[de, was not aware of the bandit proﬁ[em, and this raises concern for the
caravan which [eft dinrodeth [ast month and which the incoming train should have met.

Qur councillors still appear to be having trouble figuring out how to spend all the money they voted
through J’or the {Dragonfeast; "Couldn't organise a piss-up in a Brewer«z“, commented our specia[ reporter,
Chinon Starsinger. However, a number of enterprising schemes have been proposed. A great deal of effort
seems to be going into figuring out ways of returning the money to the (suilds from which it was levied. Gor
example, Aralan (Derwent has been [obbying for the production of a [udicrously expensive tapestry to
commemorate the occasion. Perhaps our councillors should be concentrating making the event a success rather
than [ining the pockets of their friends.

Harry Qruestaff is to face a hearing before Alderman Gyasker charged with [ewdness, disorderly
conduct and bringing the council into disrepute. Apparently Councillor Qruestaffs drunken debauchery
(rumoured to have involved Poppy Soboll) has finally gone too far, and there have been a number of calls for his
resignation. Alderman Aflan Carter has obviously decided that enough is enough, and he has left the Qruestaff
camp for that of darken (Prumm,



(Nominations for the Sheriff Elections at Midsummer are as follows:

Miranda Andrews

Matthew ([)ixon
Alan Griffiths
Beatrice Perignon

Ohe Qyreasury budget was passed with roughly half the Council abstaining.
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Ohe Witanmoot (suard, in a brave and heroic battle, have destroxzed the bandit group which has
been plaguing the merchants of this city and seriously damaging trade with (Nyskilde. Hhe (suard discovered a
bandit ambush and, a[though terrib[y outnumbered, the\z attacked in order to save the caravan which was
approaching. OQver twenty bandits were Killed and many others were captured. All of the guard received
serious injuries and Corporal %jo, who va[iant[y (ead the (suard, unfortunate[\z died of fis wounds, ¢In an
emotional speech Jady Samantha Cox paid tribute to the (suard and in particular to Corporal {Mojo who she
described as, "a brave and enterprising man", She went on to say, "©he people oJ" Jinrodeth can be just[y proud
of the (suard who provide an example to all of us in their fearless devotion to the service of the city".

Ohe (Guard were in the countryside providing an escort to the Astrologer (Royal. Citizens are
asked not to be concerned [nz the strange f[\zing boats which he coqjured to locate the local burial mounds and
stone circles. Glhe Witanmoot was aware of and fully sanctioned this investigation.

‘Investigations by the (suard into the bandits showed them to be backed by factions within the city.
CInitially suspicion fell upon councillor Aralan ([yerwent, whose bodyguard was seen talking to the bandits on a
number of occasions, and who is known to have business interests in the city of (Nyskilde. However it transpired
that the real culprit was an agent of an unknown city state by the name of PQheresa Holbourn. Ghis agent had
managed to gain a position as the cook to (Cllr (sillian Howe and is believed to have passed sensitive trade
information out of the city. (Unfortunate[\z she ran when confronted By the (suard and, aﬁer a cross country
chase and a fight with the (suard, she was Killed by Cllr Aralan Derwent who had been assisting the
investigation,

Alderman _Ann Qasker and Tady Cox have been in close consultation with the Citadel about the
preparations for the (Iragonfeast. “In addition to all the usual sports for which magnificent trophies have been
preparec[, a granc[ pub[ic barbeque is to take p[ace on the 6Tournyﬁe[c[s with free beer and ale, ¢In an attempt to
prevent a plague a vast encampment has been prepared on the far riverbank for all the visitors to the city. Gywo
huge floating bridges will be constructed across the ‘Ishtan to permit free movement during the festival. A
tapestry worth £100 will be presented to His Mgjesty as a token of the city's respect for him. One person who
won't be joining in the festivities is Alan %ntere\z of Jevestone, who has spoken out against the expense,
arguing that the money could have been better spent upon the freshwater project of (Richard Gyirethorn,

Richard Tyirethorn’s motion of censure against darken PDrumm and Adam Avery was
overwhelmingly voted down. Cllr (Drumm was [ess than tactful in his description of (Cllr Grirethorn, and the
Chronicle is surprised that another duel has not yet taken place. Councillors Avery and (Drumm have,
however, far more to be embarrassed about than the motion of censure as it has become apparent that neither of
them issued the challenge, and that they were both duped into the fight. Hhe person responsible for this was none
other than Qheresa Holbourn, who was Killed by Cllr (Derwent.

Ohe Hearing of Harry Jruestaff resulted in the dismissal of the accusations against him. (espite
skilful questioning by Ann Gyasker, Poppy Soboll was unable to provide a coherent account of events on the
night. Cllr Qruestaff was also able to demonstrate that he had [eft the party by the time the event was claimed to
have occurred. (Despite this two of the female members of the Qruestaff group have decided to move to safer
factions this month. Mglanie (Romanie to Peatrice Perignon’s faction and Jenny Pavy to Richard
Oirethorn’s,



Pate News! Late News! Late News! Late Netws!

Ohe results of the Sheriffs elections were an overwhelming victory for (Beatrice Perignon and
Matthew (ixon:

Perignon = 16 (EA, MA, DB, NB, AC, MD. AT, AG: GH, I M BP,
PP, MR, AD: NW)

(Dixon = 15 (EA BB, DB, NB, DD, MD, JD. J41, ST AS, LI ML,
BP, MR, OW)

Griffiths - 7 BB, DB. SF- AG. AS. NW, OWj

Andrews = 7 MAAC. ID. AF. GH. J. AD)
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Ohe Pragonfeast was a most outstanding success with thousands of visitors and the citizens of
Jinrodeth enjoying two days of festivities, feasting and sport. His (Mgjesty is reported to have described it as the
best (Pragonfeast he had attended, and Ann Qasker's organising committee have been justifiably pleased with the
entire event, Qhe only upset seems to have been Charain Meduenin’s victory as the best overall performance.
Ohis win by a member oJ" the ﬁoating market caused much debate however, as Charain pointed out, the
competition was open to all comers. (siven he had just won the Duelling competition few people were keen to
argue. At the prizegiving ceremony Charain and s Qﬁqjest\z are said to have had a pro[onged, private
conversation,

Ohe prizegiving took place during the sumptuous Civic Pall held that evening. Ghe hall was
resp[endent[\z decorated with fresh ﬂowers, while the massed candles 9[ittered oj:f the civic p[ate and the ornate
attire of the councillors and Aldermen. Jady Samantha chose a simple emerald gown, decorated only by her
insignia of ofﬁce, rather than compete with the magniﬁcence of fhier roya[ guests. Sheriﬂ" @erignon wore the
gold and black of formal Hahnite mourning, but presumably not as a direct rebuke to the new Sheriff (Dixon,
who wore e[egcmt c[eep crimson, proving that some humour is still [eft in him, Hhe (]Q;lg proved much interested
in Sheriff (Dixon's conversation during the ball, [eaving Sheriff Perignon to fence words with Jord ) Assarn.
%dxz Samantha eventua[[\z moved to rescue Sir <Hem~\z %)ng[widge, colonel of the (@}gs (l@ngers, who (ike
many other guests was politely ignoring Cllr (Derwent's attempts to doze off throughout the evening. Another
e[egcmt[\z dressed councillor was one Yarken (Prumm, who spent much of the evening surrounded [J\Z young
ladies, but elsewhere both Adam Avery and Richard Girethorn drove companions away with their heartless
behaviour. Cllr Harry Qyruestaff opted to host his own roisterous party in one corner with as many wine
flagons as he could intercept. Hhis was rumoured to be partly in protest at the size of the banquet portions served
to councillors on the junior tables. Cllr Qruestaff complained that these were mainly decorative and called for a
return to the old spit roasts and an end to experimenting with fancy foreign concepts. (Between the meal and the
dancing the (King was presented with a commemorative tapestry, and invited to present the (P)ragonfeast prizes.
Ohe evening concluded with a bardic recitation in honour of the Witanmoot (suard’s heroic battle against the
bandits.

Plenipotentiary Parlorn of Alvidian has been elected as the new Archimandrite by the Gemple of
‘Hahn. (Darlorn is a respected traditionalist Hahnite who is unlikely to initiate, or permit, any major changes to
the faith. (Many observers are seeing the election of this ageing conservative as a stopgap measure which clearly
demonstrates deep and unresolved divisions within the Gyemple. (During the election the Witanmoot (suard
prevented a [arge body of people from marching on the Hahnite Gemple to demand the election of (sax the
Heretic as Apchimandrite.,

(Unconfirmed rumours suggest that an attempt to summon a daemon during the ([ragonfeast
Orestival was foiled by the Astrologer (Roval. Although no direct evidence exists (soodgulf and a number of the
Witanmoot (suard were seen throughout the day in the company of the soothsayer ‘\Mad Mab', who had earfier
prophesied doom, engaging in a number of strange activities,

Sheriff Pixon has started his new job by announcing that the Witanmoot (suard is to receive
training in horsemanship. Sheriff (Dixon is funding this activity himself and explained to the Chronicle, "One
never knows when they might need to go out into the countryside to take on some more bandits". Ghis clearly
shows that he is backing Sam (Cox's commitment to an extending of the role of the guard, and a number of
councillors have expressed concern over this militaristic expansion.

‘Harry Qruestaff remains undaunted by his recent hearing. Ghis month he has been voraciously
wining and dining both Jenny (Davy and Melanie Romanie. (Both women appear to have had many Tate night
discussions' with him and (Jenny has since rejoined his faction. However (Melanie ‘Romanie is clearly not having
any of it. She told the Chronicle, "Real pofitics is far more stimu[ating than amzthing Harry has to offer".



PDue to the holidays, Witanmoot business was concluded in something of a rush this month. An
uncontroversial Jands & Agricu[ture [Juc[get was passec[ through on the nod, and Sheriﬁ' Pixon has nominated
the absent (Envoy Mowbray to replace him as Alderman of Uevestone. Sadly, the strain of the celebrations
proved to be too much for Cllr Apalan PDerwent, who has not been in robust health since her escapades (ast
year. She has again collapsed and has been rushed to the Gyorian infirmary.

Alan (Monterey has become conspicuous by his absence following a summons to the Perignon
mansion to exp[ain his comments in the last Chronicle. However, he may take solace in the fact that (PBeatrice
herself was summoned before (suildmaster Alison Shefford to explain “certain unacceptable behaviour®.
Sheriff @erignon was not available for comment, however investigations [J\Z the Chronicle suggest that Madam
Perignon has been interfering in the business of her daughter Julia, who has become Malcolm Mowbray's
Journeyman. Alternate rumours suggest that a major fight is brewing between the Perignon and Mowbray
factions as (Beatrice positions herself to make a bid for the overlordship next Springtide.



The Chronicle
of the month of Ayvinoth in the year 143

Sheriff Matthew (ixon has headed off a major Gyreasury crisis by foiling an attempt to debase
Jinrodeth’s coinage. PDhe plotters, working from a forge in Cadene, are thought to have passed nearly £3000 of
debased coinage into circulation. owever, due to prompt action B\Z the Sheriﬂ", near[y all these coins have been
recovered, and ([)ixon assures us that there is no threat to the value of our coinage. Anyone who believes that
they have a suspect coin should present it the Witanmoot where it will be replaced on a one for one basis. Ghis
offer will be maintained for a year and a day. Sheriff ixon announced the exposure of the plot to a packed
emergency meeting of the Court of Common Council, and the Chronicle was most interested to note the obvious
division between those guilds in the know and those to whom it came as a nasty surprise. (News of the
counterfeiting had clearly been [eaked beforehand. We suspect that many guilds will be increasing their political
funding in an attempt to avoid future embarrassment. Shortly before the meeting the plotters had been
apprehended by the Witanmoot (suard, led by Sheriff (Dixon and Cllrs Ayery, Grirethorn and (erwent, in
raids throughout the city. “In one fight Cllr ,Adam Avery was seriously injured, and has [ost an arm despite the
best efforts of the Gyorian chirugeon. Hhe Chronicle wishes him a speedy recovery.

Ohe vacant Jeyvestone Aldermanship has resulted in a sudden influx of inquisitorial councillors into
the ward. (espite endorsements from both Sheriffs, the councillors are determined that the absent Envoy
Mowbray will not be returned uncontested. Many retired aldermen or up and coming young councillors have
been interviewed, but so far the nominations stand at {Malcolm Mowbray, Martin (Key and William Foskyns.

Concern is growing over the 'tent city’ which has remained outside Jinrodeth following the
(Dragonfeast. Some estimates suggest that as many as two thousand people are still inhabiting the temporary
accommodation set up for the feast. Many councillors have been expressing fears about the possibility of plague,
or the establishment of a second ‘floating market’. Councillor Randy Parkinson has also warned of the serious
implications for the environment if they have not moved before winter.

Ohe Harvestide Grestival [ooks set to be a generous celebration, with many predictions for an
excellent corn harvest. Concern remains over the possible damage wrought to the fruit crops by the unexpectedly
early frost this month.

Councillor (Richard Tyirethorn has renewed his campaign for the 'sweet' water project and has been
pressing the Chair for Welfare and Cducation, Ann G)asker, to include it in her forthcoming budget. However
the most influential member of Gasker's Graction, Adam Avery, is known to bear a strong dislike for the project,
indeed his [ast comment on the su[g'ect is unprinta[)[e. CIn order to 5ain more [everage, Cllr Srirethorn has
therefore formally proposed a motion that the Council approves, in principle, the allocation of funding for the
sweetwater project as part of the ‘Welfare and Education budget for 144. Dhis will be voted on next month. Hhe
Esprayenna Ship of the (Dawn is nearing completion. Ghe ship, which is currently completely filling the
oemple Dock at the port, is attracting much attention and the people of Tinrodeth are look forward to
witnessing an elaborate consecration ceremony next month. Sheriff (Dixon has also been showing unusual
interest in the project and rumours persist that the Gyemple of IEsprayenna received a number of generous
donations from the coinage counterfeiters.

Anonymously donated papers have revealed that Philip Portman's fletching business is much
overdue for a tax re-assessment, G)he reason for the sudden appearance of this paperwork is unknown, but at
least one councillor has been brave enough to suggest that it may be related to Portman’s defection from the
Perignon camp to that of darken Prummss,

Regular visitors to Hunters will be distressed to [earn that (Brandy is re-negotiating her contract
there. Rumour has it that an unknown rival patron is tempting dinrodeth’s most popular dancer to leave the city.



(News from the Citadel is that the (selt have retaken the foothills of Sfievekallen. Ghis sudden
reawakening oJ‘ the (5elt has concerned many who had assumed that, fo[[owing a series of defeats, they had
given up. Most of the fighting is in the west with the area around (Cascorach remaining quiet. However, the
Princess has cut short her visit to dinrodeth and is returning to Cascorach immediately to prepare for any
potential attack and to deal with a plague which is sweeping the city.

On a lighter note Jady Amelia Gortesque, the youngest and most ravishing of the Queen’s Jadies-
in-C\Vaiting, is [ooking for suitable ideas for her Birthday ball (ater this autumn, Hhe Chronicle is co[[ecting
suggestions for appropriate catering, music and surprises. Contact Chinon Starsinger with your inspiration at
the Empty Parrel in Welland.
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Ohe unannounced arrival of Crown Prince Edward has sent ripples of concern throughout the
city and the royal court. As soon as his ship docked the Prince rode up to the Citadel where he had a [ong,
private audience with tis (Mgjesty. Rumours abound with the possibility of a massive (5elt invasion, or war
with the City States, causing the most concern. Qhe Prince returned to Salvoyn after one week, but the cause
of his visit remains a mystery.

(Citizens are warned to stay clear of the Gloating Market, which is dangerously riven with
interfactional fighting. Qhe reason for the problem remains unclear. Gollowing the initial outbreak of fighting,
no mqjor incidents have been reported. Ohe trouble seems to centre on the Solistel/Cursos [Joundar\z, a[though
other areas are showing more armed activity than normal. Hhe Witanmoot (suard seems to have become
entangled in the activities with (suard officers having been seen entering different areas of the market to hold
negotiations' the day before the fight. (Rumour also suggests that a major assault by the (suard on the Cursos
section was called off just before the trouble broke out. fficial sources at the Witanmoot are denying all
knowledge of the incident. Cllr (Richard Saunders has been demanding a full enquiry. He told the Chronicle, "I
have for some time been warning of the increasingly active role the Witanmoot (suard has been taking. Over
the [ast few years Jady Cox has built the guard up into a [arge and effective military force. What we are seeing
now fis that force beginning to be used by the Sheriffs to their own ends. Ghis Gloating Market involvement and
the recent incident in Castle (Bard convince me it is vital that they be brought under the democratic control of the
entire Witanmoot, [Jefore a mqjor disaster occurs,”

A major dispute has broken out between the Gyemple of Gorus and the freshwater project. It would
appear that Cllr (Derwent discovered some masons surveying the G)orians' holy lake as a possible source of
water. She, being a good Gyorian, immediately told the Gemple and stormed off to the Witanmoot to confront
Cllr Srirethorn. Ghe normally passive Gyorians called out the (Knight Hospitallers and mounted a guard on the
lake. It is also rumoured that a strongly worded communication was sent to the Witanmoot threatening to
excommunicate the city and deny it the services of the temple. Cllr (Derwent has proposed a motion to council
apo[ogising J’or the unfortunate incident, and conﬁrming that the lake will be in no way be affected B«z the project.
Cllr Srirethorn denied that there was ever a plan to use the [ake and blamed the incident on over zealous
interpretation of his instructions to the Masons' guild. He described Cllr Perwent's activities as deliberate
troublemaking.

Ohere have been a number of movements within the Witanmoot factions this month as the
councillors position themselves for the run up to the Midwinter elections. Marc (Bergeren, a long standing
supporter of Aralan Derwent, has deserted her for the faction of Harry Jruestaff. Marc is rumoured to have
become dissatisfied with the increasingly establishment position taken by Cllr (Derwent. Meanwhile (srantham
Morgan, an important member of the Grirethorn faction, has moved to join Jarken Drumm and his new ally
Martin (Key. Melanie <Romarnie has completed her tour of the factions by returning to the (Mowbray faction,
with which she saw success some years ago. dady Amelia’s birthday ball proved to be one of the most important
social events of the year. Qhe theme of a masked ball seems to have caught the attention of the court and vast
amount of money were spent of ever more impressive costumes. Ghe unexpected attendance of the Crown
Prince added to the importance of the occasion and may people now expect lady Amelia's masquerade to
become one to the regular events of the court calendar.

Sheriff Matthew (ixon has initiated a city-wide manhunt for the twin brother of Witanmoot
Sergeant (Nicolo Barondolpho. Jhe Sheriff has determined that this man was behind the forgery ring which
nearly ruined the city's finances. Sergeant (Barondolpho was Killed in a rockfall' incident a year ago which has
never been fully explained. Some commentators have suggested that the family may now be waging a bloodfued
against the entire city.



Ohe recent Civic Ball to welcome the Salvoynian (Envoy passed without any undue incidents.
(Harr\z @ﬂuestaff charmed his way around the J‘ema[e c[e[egation, and ﬁnds himse[f in high J‘avour. ﬁcﬁard
Oirethorn and (Beatrice Perignon made elegant appearances, but Sheriff (ixon was unexpectedly ignored by
the Envoy's entourage. Cllrs Aralan erwent and Jarken Prumm brought the ball to standstill with a dazzling
display of complex dancing, which drew applause from all onlookers at its finish. (Noticeably, Aralan was
escorted to the ball not [nz Sir (Henmz, but (nz (Chinon Starsinger, surprising everyone (especia[[\z this editor).
Chinon's wit and eloquence seem to have riveted Aralan's attention for much of the evening. Perhaps a new
romance is in the air for her?

Ohe freshwater project of Cllr Girethorn has gained overall approval from the Witanmoot.,
although the (Perwent and ixon factions chose to abstain. Had the vote taken place after the incident with the
Oorians it is unlikely that it would have been passed so easily. An aggressive Cllr Grirethorn is already believed
to be manoeuvring to gain the Qreasurer’'s post for a member of his faction. One other vote which was passed
without comment was the daw and Order budget. A question was raised by Cllr Jarken PDrumm, who
demanded to know what the Council intended to do about the 'tent city' [eft behind after the PYragonfeast.

Ohe Jevestone Aldermanship election has generated a close result, with ofd timer Martin (Key
beating his son-in-law Malcolm Mowbray by 15 votes. Martin described himself delighted to be “"once more
back in the fray" and confessed that he had been "missing the inner council”. e put his success down to the skill
of his new faction [eader arken (PDrumm and described the {Mowbray campaign as "lacklustre”. Glhe Mowbray
camp does not seem too dismayed by the result, Cllr Mowbray has surprised everyone by deciding to overwinter
in Cascorach, and it is un[ike[\z that he could have held the position come the Midwinter elections. Alison
Shefford described the election as, "a useful exercise in finding out who our real allies are”,

Ohe final piece of council gossip to reach the Chronicle this month is news of a [uncheon date
between Alderman Ann Qasker and the up and coming Alan Monterey. It would appear the Ann is casting
around for fresh blood following the incapacitation of her previous flunky Adam Ayvery.
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(Citizens have been most surprised by a generous move by the councillors of Jinrodeth. “In response
to an initiative by Sheriff Matthew (Dixon, the councillors have forestalled an emergency tax increase by
dipping into their own pockets to the tune of 3s 6d each. Qhe potential tax crisis was precipitated by Tady
Samantha Cox who has made it clear to councillors that she intends to veto any committee budget which fails to
meet its target. Qhis radical move sent our councillors into a panic, when it became clear that the trade budget
was many pounds overspent. ((Inwilling to face cutting services or increasing taxes in the run-up to the
Midwinter elections, our 8006[ councillors have met the deﬁcit themselves, How they will cope with the
rumoured 'significant’ overspend by the Welfare and T ducation committee is yet to be seen.

‘In an attempt to forestall similar crisis next year, Qyreasury Chairman Alison Shefford has
proposed the total reform of the budgetary process. Commenting informally at a recent [unch at the (soldsmiths
hall she said; " Dhe budgetary system of dinrodeth is a historic and much amended entity. Committees which
produce their [Juc[gets (ate in the year, are in effect pub[ishing a J"ait accomp[i, with the vast mqjority of the funds
having been spent. ‘I will be formally proposing a completely new system to next month's Witanmoot." She
refusec[ to be drawn on the exact nature of the new system, and it is c[ear[xz still the su[g’ect of much back room
discussion between the various Witanmoot factions.

Shocked and outraged citizens have been calling for the city to either close or directly supervise the
running of (ax's orphanage. Ohis J”o[[ows the conviction of one of the youngsters on charges of arson, Burg[ar\z,
breaking and entering, resisting arrest and entering the city illegally. ‘Indeed many more of the orphans were
ﬁned aﬁer tﬁey gave evidence at the trial, and it is clear that their sense oj” mora[ity and ethics has not been
improved by their contact with (sax. Ghe orphan was sentenced to death but in fact died during an ill-judged
escape attempt at the Jaw Courts. Chairman for Welfare and T ducation Ann G)asker has called for the city to
fund (sax’s orphanage next year rather than attempting to create its own. However her call has met with
opposition from an unlikely alliance of the G)hatchers (suild and the supporters of the Hahnites. (Both groups
maintain that the Qrphanage is an unsuitable institution for the city to support. ilith dansdowne called for
Sheriff Perignon’s original proposal of a city orphanage to be implemented; “where the destitute children can be
taught strict discipline and respect for the (Kings daw".

Ohe great Ship of the (Dawn has sailed for the Western CIsles where it will overwinter before
stetting off on its journey of discovery. At a noisy and emotional ceremony the (Navarch of (Esprayenna named
the ship Ghe Avatar, and gave a personal blessing to each member of the volunteer crew. (Many mysterious
packages and ho[\z gifts were [oaded into the cargo, a[ong with a stunning [arge amount of provisions, Ohe
Apvatar sailed out on the evening tide and into a dramatic blood red sunset, and provided the citizens of
Jinrodeth with a fitting end to what has been a most colourful and eventful season.

We have been asked to remind citizens that a curfew is still in effect during the night of the
(shostmoons, it being a crime to venture onto the streets during the hours of darkness. (siven the recent
discovery of large cat-[ike footprints found in the early snows around the city walls, and Mad (Mab’s recent
prophecy of "the gathering of the lost ones during the night of evil", this reminder seems unnecessary. “In a clear
attempt to recover from the damaging Take aﬁair‘, (lﬁchard Oirethorn has been making strenuous efforts to
distance himself from the events [eading up to the crisis. He vehemently seconded (Cllr (erwent's motion of
support for the Qorians, and insisted that the (Masons' (suild formally apologises to the city for its over-
zealousness. Qhis did indeed result in a rather stiff [ittle speech of apology from (Robert (Beaureli, which
managed to imp[\z that he was c[eep[\z sorry about any distress that may have been caused, without ever admitting
any [iability for it whatsoever. As well as this very public change of mind, Richard has also started pouring
money into an early re-election campaign in a determined attempt to repair his image.



(Not content with Killing every suspect that the Witanmoot (suard can find, Cllr Aralan erwent
has spent the month seeking an assassin to duel with. A number of the more imaginative councillors did at one
stage start up a fund to hire one for her, but this eventually died out when no-one would admit to being
responsible for collecting the money.

Meanwhile socialite Harry Gyruestaff has thrown his faction into further turmoil. After throwing
his considerable weight behind talk of a major reshuffle, and making a number of conflicting promises to his
various supporters, the great man appears to have abdicated responsibi[ity for ﬁna[ising his new organisationa[
structure, ((Unkind rumours suggest that he has yet to sober up from the last ‘interesting’ party that he attended.

Aunother person [aunching an early election campaign is Alan (Monterey, who started his bid to join
the Jeyestone wardmoot with a wine tasting party. Amongst the notable attendees were most of the ((Dintners
Guild of Jevestone and a number of senior council members, such as Ann Gyasker, who Alan was clearly
sounding out on the possibilities of joining their faction.

Ohe only good news this month is an announcement of the opening of the notorious comedy ‘Please
Yourself' at the Qheatre Regale. Dhe play stars famous actors (sreville Panvers and Ms Madelaine Pompette,
who have brought the play to Tinrodeth following its runaway success in the playhouses of Salvoyn.
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Ohe vigorous pre-election campaigns of our councillors were rudely interrupted by a number of
crises [ast month. QYhe various faction [eaders managed to hide their irritation, and didn't embarrass themselves
too much in the scramble to gain publicity from the various problems. Probably the [east put out has been Harry
Oruestaff who, despite precipitating a full scale emergency by being kidnapped, seems to have had a fairy
relaxed month. Harry's kidnapping was announced to the Witanmoot by Sheriff Matthew (ixon, who
explained that he had received a letter from (Barondolpho demanding that the city pay a ransom or Qruestaff
would be Killed. (Iproar ensued as various councillors loudly insisted that the City could not give in to terrorism
while other councillors, mainly in Harry's faction, demanded his safe return with the City's full co-operation,
Although the council session was secret the Chronicle has been able to determine that during the heated and noisy
debate three resolutions were put forward. Qhe first called for the city to pay the ransom and was spoken
against by Councillors (Drumm and Avery; "It would only lead to further incidents, ‘I'm sure if Harry were
here he would tell us not to pay it.... ". Phis was voted down overwhelmingly with only the Perignon and
Mowbray factions abstaining. Jhe second called upon the councillors to pay the ransom, despite support from
Adam Ayery and Sheriff Perignon this was similarly defeated. G)he final motion was proposed by Sheriff
Perignon who suggested that the city pretend to pay the ransom whist attempting to rescue Harry. Ghis was
also [ost with the councillors being unwilling to even appear to be paying a ransom,

With no chance of a ransom it looked [ike Qruestaff would be killed. Gror some unknown reason
our councillors appear to have become convinced that he was to be sacrificed at the barrows on the edge of
Botmoor. Pravely, a Witanmoot (suard contingent lead by Sheriff Dixon and accompanied by Aralan
(Derwent (there to deal with any inconvenient witnesses one presumes) set out on a rescue mission. Qfficially
they didn't find anything, however rumour suggests that they disturbed yet another necromantic ceremony and
prevented the summoning of a demon. (Certainly at [east one guard member was so shocked by the experience
that she has had to retire from the guard. Meanwhile Cllr G)ruestaff emerged from his captivity none the worse
for his experience, having been wined and dined by his captors and released unharmed on G)ernost Frirstday.

Ohe other major problem to face our Councillors this month was the ‘Welfare and Tducation
budget. With citizens still calling for more money for the orphanage, rumours of a big overspend and a
threatened veto from Jady Cox it [ooked [like Chairman Ann G)asker might well stand up and make a
resignation speech rather than attempting to put forward a budget. Htowever some impressive backstage
manoeuvring by her colleague Adam Ayvery led to an unlikely compromise under which Jady Cox has loaned
the city the money to make up the deficit. he Councillors [eapt upon this way out of a sticky situation and it
received overwhc[ming Backing. Ohere is no more money for the orphanage, however plans are afoot J”or a
‘Hahnite backed replacement to be run, it is suggested, by ilith Tansdowne.

Oollowing the Gyruestaff kidnapping a number of councillors have strengthened their security,
providing an unexpected bonus for the mercenaries over-wintering in the city. A number of councillors have
also had official guards allocated to them following rumours of another kidnap attempt against Adam Ayvery.
One person who won't be [ooking for Witanmoot (suards is (Richard Saunders. (During the Gruestaff debate
Richard Saunders and Sheriff (Dixon got into a heated argument when Saunders accused the Sheriff of using
the (suard for his own political ends. Qhis led inevitably led to them duelling the next morning. (Both are
accomplished duellists and a [arge crowd gathered to watch the contest. ‘It [ooked [ike it would all be over when
Saunders opened with a lightening thrust which penetrated ([)ixon's defence and drew blood. Ftowever Sheriff
(PDixon was unwilling to end the contest there and insisted on the fight continuing. An angry Saunders renewed
his attack with deadly precision and both contestants appeared to be doing their best to kill each other. (P)ixon's
skill [ooked to be giving him the upper hand, but Saunders held out [ong enough that (PDixon's earfier wound
began to tell, and with blood now streaming down his arm the Crimson ex-Councillor was forced to concede
defeat.



Qur sources at the (Citadel suggest that, as a result of the (selt offensive, His Mgjesty is
considering a large increase in the tax paid to him by the city and it will be interesting to see which of the many
pet schemes survive: the guard increases, the water project, the orphanage, the expansion of the guild training
system, or the removal of the J‘[oating market,

Alison Shefford’s new budgeting proposals [ook set to provide a good debate for the new councillors
to cut their teeth on next year. ((Inder the scheme each committee would propose its budget in “Jasmarill, a vote
on the [evel of tax and sp[it of money between committees would take p[ace in Setheran, and each committee
would then bring forward a budget to that amount in Arvinoth. Ghe most controversial part of the proposal is to
require the committee to come back to the full council for extra money and to make the committee responsible for
any overspend.

Ohe opening night of the play ‘Please Yourself' was disrupted by a rowdy (and probably drunk)
contingent J‘rom the Citadel, who continua[[\z interrupted the performance, and who at one stage took over the
stage. Qhere were also reports of a werewolf roaming the backstage area. (Despite this the actors performed
well and the [arge, and notable, audience were treated to a marvellous entertainment,

(uildmaster of the ﬂ)ou[terers, Alice gytton, has announced that an unknown disease has [ead to a
serious shortages. QYhe disease does not seem to harm the birds, but anyone eating their eggs becomes violently ill.
A number of deaths have been reported. Hhe Hemple of Paleth is investigating the problem and has ordered the
destruction of a number of affected flocks. (suildmaster Grytton assured the people that all the affected birds had
been killed and that it was still safe to buy eggs. However she warned that a number of infected birds had been
stolen and stressed the importance of only purchasing from (suildmembers.

(Cllr Srirethorn has dispelled much of the confusion surrounding the recent coinage and kidnapping
crises. At the [ast council meeting he explained that most of the Witanmoot knew that the forgeries and the
Kidnapping had both been perpetrated by Barondolpho, that (Barondolpho had attempted to kill a number of
councillors, was a known (Necromancer who had infiltrated the Bards College and who had connections in the
ﬁoating market, e demanded to know what measures, Be\zond Sﬁeriff Pixon's pitifu[ reward, were Being
taken to capture this arch criminal. Sheriff (P)ixon refused to confirm the accusations and suggested that if Cllr
Orirethorn had evidence to present he should do so forthwith,
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(ncertainty about the J"ate of the orpﬁanage continues into its third month, with citizen's protests
becoming increasingly unruly. At one stage this month the Witanmoot (suard were called out to prevent one
demonstration from turning into a full scale riot. Anger at the councillors, whose own children are protected by
the guild system, was not appeased when Ann G)asker restated the official position, that 'something’ would be
done ‘sometime' next year when funcfs become available. "“It's a[ways next year'," shouted one worth\z citizen, "I
have four young daughters. What's going to happen to them if anything happens to...", whereupon the sudden
arrival of a (suard with cudgel terminated the speech. "It's outrageous”, added (sax from the safety of the
Mootstone. "Once again we see the privileged of our city ignoring the Citizens who it should be their duty to
protect. We need fundamental reform. (ntil we cease to be ruled by the (suild elite, and their Hahnite
conspirators, justice will remain the unfulfilled wish of the masses." (Janessa St Jawrence, a [ong-standing
patron of the orphanage' is standing in Castle Bard and has promised to [o%y for the reform oJ" the C\Ve[J"are &
Education committee if elected.

With Yiiletide approaching our civic streets are once again being decked out in ribbons, flags and
co[ourfu[ Bunting. go[[owing the trend of earlier festiva[s, these gar[cmds are Becoming increasing[xz colour-
specific, depending on which ward or street you happen to wander down. Qhe exception to this appears to be
(Kingsgate, where the exuberant Purple/(sold/(5reen/Pink/GYurquoise combinations can only be the official
colours of Harry Qyruestaffs Party Party. Meanwhile Avery's sea-blue colours are showing heavily in
Marshgate, rirethorn's saffron yellow directly competes with Jarken (Drumm'’s bottle green in both Avigon and
(Pracas, while Ma Perignon has paid for extensive burgundy bunting in Sraringdon, Aypent, Portsoken and
Berewic.

Elsewhere, our doyenne of daw & Order, Aralan “don't mention the witnesses” (erwent was
hosting a [avish party at her promises premises in (Berewic. Despite several infringements of highway by-laws
as the party spilled over into the street, the event passed noisi[y but without incident. (No doubt this was due to
the vigilance of the local watch, who made a point of frequently dropping by to check for problems. Her most
notable guest was Sherij’]" Pixon, who took the opportunity to ask local residents some penetrating questions
about the history of the Uansdownes, and their possible future. A serious incident at the home of Sheriff
Beatrice Perignon has left one Witanmoot (suard dead and several seriously wounded. A band of skilled
mercenaries attacked the Sheriff's mansion and, although their attempt on the Sheriff's [ife was thwarted by the
(Guard, it is rumoured they managed to escape with a chest full of gold. Hhe dead guard was Corporal Gheo,
who will be remembered by many for the tours of the city which he was fond of giving to visitors. ‘It is not yet
clear which faction ordered the assault and a major investigation has been [aunched. One of the assassins was
captured and has revealed the names of the other assailants. “If anyone knows the whereabouts of (serald
Scrogins (previously a (sardener at the Perignon mansion), Jeremia (Davison (mercenary last seen at the
Broken Prum) or John (Darcail, they should contact the Witanmoot immediately.

“In the (ast full Council session of the year, Jady Samantha's Witanmoot budget was voted through
be a wide margin with only Harry Qruestaffs faction abstaining and Jarken rumms faction opposing.
Objecting, Cllr PDrumm described the [evel of Witanmoot (suard wages as “crap” and added, "It's disgusting.
(Even [abourers get more.” Much [ater in the session Cllr Grirethorn rose to read a prepared statement pointing
out that the Greshwater project “has been passed by Council and now comes under the democratic control of the
C\Ve[fare & Education Committee, which will supervise any expencﬁture and work carried out, and will not
employ anybody who deliberately offends the temples by encroaching upon their grounds without permission from
the priests concerned.” Afterwards Cllr Avery spoke to the Chroniclers and added, "[ believe that the rumours
linking Srirethorn, the {Masons and the Dalethian Well are entirely unfounded, and he retains my full support”.
So that's all right then.

Public Fealth Notice: It has been brought to our attention that young Elizabeth )ixon (aged 8 and
a half) is receiving her first fencing [essons. You have been warned.



Up at the Citadel the nobility have been gathering for the seasonal celebrations and the (King's
formal Yuletide Court. Ghe theme of the (srande (Ball is not yet known, but there are rumours of a closed off
courtyard, and several enthusiastic young knights have been organising the delivery of barrels of hot liquid to it.
Ohe only other regular source of steam (as opposed to hot air) in the Citadel are the apartments of the “Imperial

Envoy.

Orans of the theatre, and especially those of the popular comedy Please Yourself, are concerned at
the prolonged absence of ‘Ms Madelaine Pompette, the leading lady. Ms Pompette was [ast seen being escorted
across the (Bridge to the north side of the river, by a number of unknown cloaked gentlemen. Her shoes have
since been discovered in a sack under the Shipwrights Steps, a[ong with a transparent exze-patch, a small
wooden vole, a pouch of grey powder and three boiled pigeon eggs.

LATE NEWS! LTATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

Ohe surprise result of the elections turned out to be the return of Aun Jasker as Alderman of
(Kingsgate, fighting off a strong challenge by Harry Qruestaff which forced the vote to a recount. Ghe result
was all the more surprising given the recent orphanage riots. \More predictably, Alan (sriffiths was returned to
his ofld Aldermanship of Dracas, and (Berewic was finally won over by Aralan Derwent, awarding the
Aldermanship to a non-Yansdowne for the first time in seventeen years. Ariane Pencric ran a slick campaign
to oust the Carpenters‘ uildmaster, (Nicholas (Bowden. And in the absence oJ‘ any strong cha[[engers, Martin
(Key secured his hold on the Aldermanship of Uevestone. Alice Gytton was returned by (owgate with one of
the widest margins ever recorded for an Alderman, and her new mandate is [ike[\z to result in a ﬁrmer (ine
against the scum of the Gloating Market.

‘In the full Court of Common (Council, the Chroniclers note two surprise retirements. (seorge
(Bergeren has retired to concentrate on his business, and (srantham (Morgan has retired for unstated ‘personal
reasons, (Barely avoiding a forced retirement was Jarken Prumm whose meteoric rise in Witanmoot
influence seems not to be reflected in Avigon popularity. Ghis is in sharp contrast to (Richard Grirethorn, whose
lively endeavours seem to have caught public imagination. dess fortunate was Alan Monterey over in
Jeyvestone, who failed to win the last handful of votes needed to reach the Council.
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A large crowd gathered to [isten to the full council meeting where (Danessa St-Uawrence put
forward a motion calling for the council to fund an orphanage for all the city. An earlier public meeting had
made it quite clear to the councillors what the citizens thought of their indifferent attitude to the problem and it
was apparent that the crisis had reached a point where our councillors would either do something or face a full
scale riot. An amendment to the motion was attempted by the unlikely alliance of Cllrs (Richard Srirethorn and
Adam Ayery. (Cllr Grirethorn’s amendment attempted to put the city in overall control of the orphanage and it
looked [ike he would gain sufficient support to push this change through. However a last minute switch by Cllr
Apvery threw the Witanmoot into turmoil and the amendment was [ost by 128 votes to 62. Whether this ((I-turn
was a carefu[[y planned double-cross or whether (Cllr Avery had sudden[\z noticed the [arge crowd outside,
remains unclear. G)he full motion was then opposed by Sheriff Beatrice Perignon who pointed out that the
‘Hahnites intended to build an orphanage for the city's children if the city did not and hence the project was a
waste of money. However many of the non-Hahnite councillors felt that this was an unacceptable solution and,
to the cheering of the crowd, the motion was passed by a majority of 149 to 47. Qhe ecstatic crowd carried
(Oanessa and (5ax back to the orphanage where a large celebration was held.

Ohe blizzard sweeping in from the (North has caught most of the city by surprise just as the
preparations for Springtide were beginning. A[l but the half dozen main roads have been completely blocked by
snowdrifts and the C[shta is now frozen from bank to bank. Qhis has brought commerce in Jinrodeth to a
complete halt until the wind changes. Soothsayers have been uttering dire warnings about the hatching of CIce
Wyrms and other ominous portents if the wind does not die before Springtide.

Complaints have been heard about a dangerous incident when drunken revellers from the Citadel
pelted through the city in a sleigh pulled at full gallop by no [ess than six horses. A number of citizens were
injured while scrambling to safety, and an informal debate on the orphanage at the (Mpotstone was broken up just
as Sheriff Perignon had Begun her speech. QYhat venerable [ady‘ a[tﬁou.gh unhurt, seems to have been
particularly offended by the [arge amount of Adam Avery's campaign bunting seen trailing from the back of the
sleigh.

Ohe city has set its budget for the following year at £83,374. (Despite a £4,000 in the tribute due to
the (King, the extra spending on the orphanage and dire warnings for Sheriff (Dixon in the run up to the budget,
no extra taxes will be required. G)he @mgonfeast [ast summer, much to the surprise of its organisers, has
generated a large guild income, and this will more than cover the increase in this year's budget.

Ohe nominations for the Chairmanships have not produced the usual carve up along fractional [ines.
A complex plan by Sheriff (Dixon to distribute the posts evenly among the factions seems to have collapsed and a
free for all of nominations ensued.

@'easurxz Anderson, raithside, Shefford
orade Warin

Jaw and QOrder Andrews, Derwent, qambourne
Shipping Carter, (Romanie

Welfare and (C.ducation Qasker, Andrews
Jands and Agriculture (erwent

Sa[voyn Rimon, Portman, (Beaureli, (Blessop, PDavy

Nyskilde PDerwent, Howe, PBlessop, Pavy

Cresan Saunders, Qholin, Frirethorn, Bergeren, PBlessop, Pavy
Cascorach Mowbray, (Blessop, (Pavy

Aldermen Qlivia ‘Warin and Apalan (Perwent are therefore elected unopposed.



(PDespite the recent incident in which outraged citizens stormed his house. Cllr (Randy Parkinson
has re-iterated his usual call for frozen beggars to be dumped in the marshes rather than the CIshtan. "I will not
be intimidated by bleeding heart [iberals such as (sax and Cllr (Edge"” he told the Chronicle.

Alice Gytton, Alderman of Dowgate has ordered the Watch to close the ()ow entrance to the
Oloating Market. "Qhis entrance is the source of most of this Wards ill. Dhis is the first step in our campaign to
remove the blight of the market from our doorstep”, she told the Chronicle. A number of incidents have already
ensued as citizens attempted to gain access to the market, and rumours speak of at [east one unmistakable
Councillor stumped for a way to get into the market.
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Ohis year's committee elections proved very interesting, with a number oJ" surprise [andslides and
some very close votes. A powerful alliance between Sheriff Matthew (Dixon and Alderman Aralan (erwent
Jjust failed to gain a number of key posts. dack of support from the smaller factions combined to defeat what
should have been a winning team. (On one occasion the emissary was decided on the Jord's casting vote, with
Samantha blowing a Kiss across the room and saying "thanks Farry". Adam Avery is however, the clear
winner of this round of elections, securing Shipping and Welfare & Education for his relatively small faction.
Yenny Pavy's election is subject to her being cleared of charges of financial irregularities at a hearing before
Alderman Horl. Ghe full election results are provided [ater in this Chronicle.

Ohe election Council meeting started with considerable confusion when the [ist of published
nominations proved to be wildly inaccurate. After investigation it transpired that a junior scribe had
misunderstood the handwriting of the Clerk to the Councils notes during nominations. A motion from (llr
(Derwent quickly righted the record, but Cllr Grirethorn's motion to have the (Clerk to the Council dismissed
was defeated. Ftowever the junior scribe is now seeking other employment.

Cllr Adam Ayery has made a strong attack on the ward of owgate for closing the PDow
entrance to the ﬁoating market. He said, "I do not believe that the c[osing of this entrance is in the interests of
the citizens of Jinrodeth and I question the ward's right to do this". Cllr (Edge has put down a motion the next
council, "Phis council calls upon the Ward of (Yowgate to reopen the (Pow entrance to the city and instructs
the Witanmoot (suard to enforce the people’s right of free access". Alderman Gytton told the Chronicle, "Cllr
(chge isa J”oo[, can't he see that the scum oj” the \Market are cfestroying our once proud City? We will reopen
the entrance once the guard have cleared the blight of the Gloating (Market from our doorstep. And I intend to
amend his motion according(y."

Alderman Ayalan (Derwent has expressed concern over the worsening apprentice situation in the
City. According to her investigations there are a large number of hopefuls reaching the age of fourteen and a
growing shortage of apprentice places. She believes that few of next year's fourteen year olds will be able to
gain a placement,

Jady Samantha Cox has herself formally proposed the new budget arrangements. As expected
these will mean that each committee will propose its [mc[get in gasmari[[, with a vote on the [evel of tax and sp[it
of money between committees taking place in Heliora. dady Cox is also proposing that the current 143 budget be
continued with until the new system can be brought into operation. However another test for her new 'no
overspending' policy has appeared in the form of the Shipping budget. Chairman Warin has reported that the
committees func[s are inadequate to repair the c[amage done to the docks B\Z the harsh winter, and has requested
£100 of additional funds.

Ohis year's [ordship elections [ook set to be particularly boring with both (Matthew (Dixon and
(Beatrice Perignon declaring that they have no intention to campaign for the Jordship. Sheriff (Dixon described
his chances of winning as "practically nil",

Oollowing her unanimous re-election to the Chairmanship of ‘Welfare & Education, Ann G)asker
has been formulating the governing body for the new orphanage. (sax told the Chronicle that he was delighted
with the progress which was being made, and the very positive attitude taken by Alderman Gyasker to the whole
project. Asked if he was upset at losing control of the Orphanage he said, "I opened the orphanage because the
rulers of our city were unwilling to accept their responsibility to the citizens. ‘I am pleased that our councillors
have been convinced of the orphanage's necessity. I will now be concentrating on a number of other issues where
‘I feel the government is ignoring the aspirations of the citizens, and where the restrictive guild practices are
preventing people from fulfilling their potential



Qreasury
Shefford 11 (Ootes
Anderson 10 (otes
Oaithside 2 (otes
Qrade
Warin 21 ((Dotes
Key 2 ((Dotes
Jaw and Order
Jambourne 21 (Dotes
Andrews 2 (otes
C[sembard
Shipping
Romanie 13 (Ootes
Carter 10 (Dotes
Welfare and Education
Oasker 23()otes
Andrews
Salvoyn
Beaureli 12 (Dotes
Portman 5 otes
Rimon 4 Ootes
Blessop, Pavy
Nyskilde
PDavy 12 ()otes
Qravers 11 ()otes
Howe 1 ote
PBlessop
(Cascorach
Mowbray 23 (Dotes

Blessop, Pavy

Eresan
oholin 14 {Dotes
PDavy 5 {Dotes
Saunders 4 Ootes

Blessop, PBergeren,
Oirethorn

Election Results

DB, AT ST, AG: GH, AL, BP, MR, AS, AD. OW
EA, BB, DB, AC. AD: 6D, MD, J1 MINW
MA MK,

EA BB, DB. DeB. AC. AD. GD. MD. AF. SF. AG. GH.
J MI AP, BP, MR, AS. AT, NW, OW
MA MK

EA BB, DB, DLB. AC. AD. GD. MD. AT SF AG. GH,
YL MI AP, BP, MR, AS, AD. NW, OW

MA MK,

No Dotes - Poor James

DIB, A ST A GH MI AL, BL, MR, AS, AD, NW.
Ow

EA MA BB, DB, AC, AD. 6D, MD, 1L MK,

EAMA BB. DB, DIB. AC. AD. GD. MD. AF. ST+ AG.
GH, JL MEKMI AP, BL, MR, AS. A, NW, OW
No otes

EA BB, DB, AC, AD. GD. MD. L MK AP, MR, A
EA BB, DB, AC. AD. GD. MD, J4 AL, MR, AD
DIB, MIBPL, NW

MNo (Dotes

MA, DIB, AT, ST GH, MK MI BP, AS, NW, OW (dords
vote)

EA BB, DB, AC. AD. GD. MD. JL AL, MR, AD

A

No ()otes

EAMA BB. DB, DIB. AC. AD. GD. MD. A ST+ AG.
GH. I MK MIAD. BP. MR, AS. AT, NW, OW
MNo (Dotes

EA MA AC. MD. AT ST AG » GH MK AP, MR, AS,
AD. OW

BB. DB, AD. GD. J1

DB, ML BP. NW

No otes
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Ohe (5reat Frire which destroyed most of the Wards of Cripplegate, Avigon and Graringdon has
now died down. G)he smouldering ruins of top of Garingdon hill still dominate the skyline and much of the City's
thoughts. A vast funeral pyre lies outside Cripplegate and hundreds of citizens are beflieved to have perished.
Ohe exact cause of the fire remains unknown; it is understood to have started near the top of Graringdon hill,
although rumours of the fire starting in a number of places have led some people to suggest it was deliberately
set. Qhroughout the night of the fire many acts of bravery were performed. Qhe Witanmoot (suard led the fight
to contain the fire, and without their heroic efforts a far greater area of the city would have been destroyed.
Within the area of the fire Cllr Grirethorn [ed the evacuation through )owgate, returning many time to rescue
stricken families. Martial Jaw was declared during the night and the Witanmoot bell tolled for the first time
since the Civil war to summon all citizens to the (Marching Watch.

Jady Cox in a speech form the \Mootstone the day after the fire made the following announcements:

"Orirst of all I would [ike to thank everyone for the strenuous efforts they have made on
behalf of the City since the fire. My thanks especially go to Sheriff {Dixon for collating the
suggestions that have come forth since the great fire and to Alderman Shefford for producing a
revised budget.

‘I have a number of announcements:

‘His Mgjesty the (King has most graciously made a gift of £5,000 to the city to assist us in our
moment of need. ‘I am sure all of the City will join me in thanking Fis (Mgjesty for this most
valuable assistance.

Ohree cheers for the King.....

‘I have decided to make the following appointments to a crisis committee: Jaw and Qrder
(Midnight to Midday), Dixon; daw and Order (Midday to Midnight), Perignon; Shelter for the
Fomeless, Aver\z; ood provision for the cit\Z and feecﬁng of the refugees, PDerwent; @[anning,
title deeds and building priorities, QYruestaff; Orphans and Pensioners, Prumm; Prinking supplies
for refugees, Orirethorn; Assistant to the committee, %ntere\z.

‘I will take direct responsibility for (suild issues and the provision of the (Kings taxation. All
other responsibilities remain as determined in the committee elections. Committee Chairs and
members of the Crisis Committee will produce budget proposals this month. CIn the interim
Alderman Shefford will administer spending directly.

‘It is my intent to [ift rule by decree at Midsummer. Hhere will be no Sheriff's election.
Sheriffs (Dixon and Perignon will hold office until Midsummer 145. All Guild prices are fixed at
their pre fire rates. Construction guilds will provide me with proposals for how they intend to
manage the increased workload which I will be placing upon them.

‘I announce a general amnesty. All prisoners are hereby released. Hhe Dow entrance to the
city is opened.

Ohe standing watch is disbanded. Ghe Wharf guard and Witanmoot guard are merged. Ghe
complement of the new Witanmoot guard will be extended by a further 50 men."

Ohe Chronicle would [ike to add its congratulations to the people who worked to save the City and
to echo the thanks of the people to His Mgjesty for his most generous gift. Citizens are warned that the Sheriffs
are pursuing a very vigorous [ine against [ooting. he Witanmoot (suard have already slain a number of
suspected [ooters. Qhe Chroniclers have been told to remind the city's councillors that sedition carries the death
penalty and that, with the Witanmoot suspended, they have no right of open speech.



©he most immediate problem facing the city is the homeless. PDhe bitter winter which has been
gripping the cit\z thankfu[[\z broke the da\z after the ﬁre, but the spring is still tentative and many peop[e still risk
death sleeping outside. QHhe guilds are housing their own but this still [eaves hundreds homeless, without
possessions, or the means to feed themselves. Q)he crisis committee must deal with this prob[em 1J" another disaster
is not to occur.

Qension with the floating market remains high. G)he closing of the (Dow entrance has led to a
number of incidents and prior to the fire full conflict between the Ward of (Dowgate guard and the Solistel
seemed inevitable. Jady Cox's decree reopening the P)ow (sate has done much to relieve the pressure, but with
the City in such a serious situation many fear that the criminal elements within the market will take this
opportunity to strike against the city. Opinions in (Dowgate are also running high, with the heavy hand of the
Witanmoot (suard very much in evidence. Shortly before her arrest, Cllr Jocelyn Barns of Dowgate told the
Chronicle, "Jady Cox has betrayed the ward of (Dowgate, first she opposed Alderman G-ytton's motion which
would once and for all vid us of these creatures, and now she uses the excuse of the ﬁre to overrule democratic
decision of the Witanmoot and for us to admit these scum into our ward",

At the last council meeting before the fire the Witanmoot passed a motion revising the budgeting as
follows: ™ ¢In the month of Jasmarill the Chairman of each committee will produce proposals for expenditure in
the year from Midsummer. ‘In the month of Heliora, the Chairman of G)reasury will propose and the full
Council will determine the division of money between committees and [evels of taxation. ‘In the month of
Menderal the chairman of each committee will propose and full council will determine each committee's spending
plans. ach committee shall be responsible for the spending of its budget. Any spending beyond that approved in
‘Heliora must be approved by the full council, the members of the Committee being held responsible for any
unauthorised overspending.”

Dhis important motion will have mqjor repercussions on J"uture [Juc[gets: %d\z Cox has declared her
intention to [ift Martial Jaw at Midsummer, and many Committee Chairs have been seen desperately
negotiation for votes to defend their budgets from the cuts which must inevitably follow the fire. Ghe revised
budget produced by Alderman Shefford is rumoured to show £8,000, mainly resulting from the loss of income
from the wards of Cripp[egate, Avigon and garingdon. and the reduced payments from the gui[ds some of
whom have been devastated by the fire.
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Ohe (City is slowly recovering from the (sreat Jyire, with many parts of the recovery plan devised
by Sheriff (Dixon and the Crisis Committee now in place. Qhe scale of the damage to the city is becoming
apparent; the rebuilding costs are estimated at many thousands of pounds. With the serious budget crisis caused
by the devastation of a [arge area of the city, many of the services to which we have become accustomed are
under threat and it is unclear which rebuilding projects, if any, will gain priority this year.

Ohe (Crisis Committee has so far concentrated its efforts on housing and feeding the refugees.
Oollowing the destruction of many of the city bakeries in the fire emergency bread ovens have been constructed.
Alderman (Derwent has toured the surrounding lands and has already secured much of the food the city will
need in the immediate future. However this years very late winter is [ikely to mean a poor harvest and her
efforts may only have postponed a food crisis. Housing has been a more serious problem. Although the guilds,
relatives and friends were able to house most of the refugees, there still remain many hundreds of homeless. A[l
the vacant [and and property left over form the plague has been occupied and even the prisons have been pressed
into service as temporary accommodation.

Ohe repercussions of the fire on the city's finances are still being worked out. Jady Cox has
announced the recalling of the Witanmoot for the purposes of setting a budget. Ghe committee chairs are
expected to come forward with their final proposals in the near future. Hhe members of the crisis committee
have caused much disruption as they attempt to get their various schemes funded through the appropriate
committee. Qhe committee chairs are believed to be resisting the additional expenditure in the [light of the severe
cuts they are already imposing on their own budgets. Iikely things to feel the axe this year are the civic balls, the
port and bridge maintenance, (suild examinations (to be abandoned) and the Emissaries. Iven the donations to
the Gemples are rumoured to be under threat.

Ohe newly combined Wharf and Witanmoot guard have defied rumours of an impending disaster
following their merger and fought together to defeat a large band of mercenaries. Ghe mercenaries had slain a
number of Witanmoot guard and then fled down river on stolen boat pursued by the Wharf (suard. Ghe (suard
managed to disable the boat but were fought off by the enemies superior numbers. he Wharf guard continued
the pursuit across land and were joined by a large body of mounted Witanmoot (suard. GYhis combined force
then fought the mercenaries at a manor house that had taken over and defeated them. Ghe battle was fierce and
the Wharf (suard in particular suffered serious [osses, the entire force including their Captain being killed. CIt is
believed that a number of very valuable [ooted goods were recovered from the mercenaries.

Crime remains a major concern following the fire. (Despite marshal [aw and a merciless approach
from the Sheriﬂ"s, much theﬁ: and mugging is Being perpetrated. CImpostors c[aiming to be refugees are now
becoming a problem. Much of the Athionic section of the floating market has been vacated as these disreputable
people move into the city to exploit the unfortunate and prey on the weak.

A number of incidents have occurred in (Dowgate following the arvest of (Cllr (Barns. Some
protest meetings have been held by her supporters and on one occasion the )ow entrance was blocked by an
angry mob. Grortunately so far the protesters have dispersed before the arrival of the Witanmoot (suard but it
is only a matter of time before a confrontation occurs, Whether Jady Cox is prepared to kill citizens in order to
maintain her absolute control of the cit\z remains to be seen. Aspokesman for the guarc[ told the Chronicle, "We
have orders to maintain the rule of daw in this city. Hhese troublemakers in (Dowgate can not be tolerated, and
we will do whatever we have to to deal with them".

gina[[\z, just to show that the (sods do have a sense of fumour, many citizens will no doubt be
amused to [earn that whilst most of the city has been worrying about the (sreat Fire, the offices of the
Chroniclers have been subjected to flooding.
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Princess Selina Karandreos paid a surprise visit to the city this month. Apriving in full state
aboard Ghe Allapsus, she proceeded straight to the Citadel where she was met by the (King. A spokesman for
the Princess explained. "We received rumours in (Kerun that the City of dinrodeth had burnt down.
Concerned for her betrothed, and for the citizens of his city, the Princess felt she had to come here at the earliest
opportunity.” he Princess has been showing her obviously genuine concern during tours of the devastated
wards and refugee camps, during which she has distributed alms to the needy. Qhe Princess and young Prince
Edwin have now [eft for (Kerun and the Chronicle would [ike to wish the every happiness in their future [ives.
Prince Edwin is being accompanied on the voyage by a number of his friends from the (Bards College, who it is
believed will be putting on a performance as part of the marriage celebrations.

ohe City's budget crisis is now coming to a head with Alderman Shefford's publication of her
proposals for the budget split and taxation [evies for the coming year. Qhe proposals include the removal of
taxation from the burnt out wards and an increase in taxation J‘or all other wards, despite protestations that the
fire will reduce the [evel of taxes that can be raised. Alderman Douglas Pu Polay of Arpent told the
Chroniclers, "ﬂ}\z not rec[ucing the [e\’\z due from the ward, Alderman Sheﬁord is effective[y increasing taxes
by one and a half shillings in the pound. Gor many people in my ward, who already pay several times what
people in other wards pay, this is unacceptable."

Ohe budgets for each committee are also very tight and rumoured cuts include nearly all the building
and road maintenance, the orphanage, the water project, the closure of the some prisons, the mothballing of the
embassies, the withdrawal of the City's donations to the Gemples and, most controversia[[y, the cance[[ing of all
guild examinations. Alan (Monterey has earned himself the respect of a number of councillors during the process,
by succeeding in the normally thankless task of co-ordinating the activities of the various committees.

Alderman Apalan (Perwent has announced the conclusion of a deal to secure supplies of grain to
the City for the rest of the year. GYhe deal with CIsabella de Chabot of Salvoyn guarantees the city 20,000 bushels
at a fixed price of 2s a bushel. Jady Chabot told the Chronicle, "We are delighted to be able to hefp inrodeth
thorough this crisis." G)he negotiations were somewhat fraught and at one stage an attempt was made to poison
one of the Cit\g States bidders during a reception at the Pards Co[[ege. Alderman (Derwent, however, seems
to have come out on top of the situation. G)o the Chroniclers' knowledge she received several expensive gifts
J‘rom the potentia[ bidders, all far too ‘persona[ised‘ to go into the cit\z coﬁ‘ers.

We are told that the City's refugee problem is now under control. Cllr Adam Avery has spent
much time establishing a scheme to house some of the homeless with members of the same guild in other wards.
(Citizens whom it has not been possible to cater for under this scheme have been housed in the (Marshgate and
(Kingsgate prisons which are also acting as centres for the distribution of emergency food. Some disputes have
arisen after the imposition OJ’ strict[\z enforced rules about who may have the emergency J’ooc[, flowever with
martial [aw still in force, these disputes have not [asted [ong.

Several citizens of (Dowgate have been Killed by the Witanmoot (suard. Sergeant (sruffyd who
ordered the attack told the Chronicle, "he mob had abused several citizens who attempted to use the Dow
(sate and was in the process of Killing a resident of the Gloating Market when we arrived. I ordered them to
disperse, and when they reused to do so I ordered their arrest. Several of them were injured when they failed
to come quietly." Alderman Fytton told the Chronicle, "Qhese citizens were merely complaining about the
arrest of Cllr (Barns. ‘I am outraged. Ghe guard have no justification for this disgraceful act - the Sheriffs
should resign at once."

Chinon Starsinger reports that the mpty Barrel in Welland is now broaching several new
barrels of ‘Reggy's (Best', pints of which are being offered free to members of the Council. See you there.
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(Cllr RReg Marc has lodged a formal complaint against Alderman Apalan (Derwent following a raid
upon the Empty (Barrel. Hhe Witanmoot (suard forced their way into the Parrel at three in the morning,
assaulted a number of the staff, broke down doors, dragged residents out of their beds and threatened (Cllr
Marc's life. Aldermen (Derwent then questioned a number of residents and [eft, without [aying any charges,
giving a reason for the raid or offering an apology. (sax the Heretic who is handling the case for (Reg
commented, "We cannot allow the imposition of \Martial Jaw to remove our fundamental rights as citizens,
Alderman (Derwent has clearly exceeded her authority in ordering this unacceptable assault upon a citizen and
his business".

Ohe Witanmoot (suard and its connections with the councillors are also being questioned in
relation to the murder of Simon Berryfield, who was apprenticed to Cllr (seoffrey Uinden. Although
Samantha (srange (also apprenticed to Cllr Yinden) has been charged with the crime, there are rumours of a
cover-up. (Darious sources have accused (Cllr inden of using his influence to involve the (suard in the
intimidation of citizens, and of the (suards' possible contribution to the death of Simon Berryfield. It would
appear that only the intervention of (sax the heretic prevented (Cllr Iinden from blaming an innocent group of
young apprentices of indirectly causing this death.

Sheriff Beatrice Perignon has been taken seriously ill. Afthough the official [ine is that she is
suﬂ"ering from a stomach complaint, rumours persist of a poisoning or even an outbreak of summer p[agu.e.
(Despite the illness she is apparently determined to officiate at Apalan (Perwent’s hearing.

Qur councillors appear to be close to setting a budget for the city which will include severe tax
increases - both on citizens and the guilds. ;A major crisis has been avoided following the personal intervention of
Sheriff Matthew ()ixon, who is credited with having negotiated gifts to the city from the temples of (Brynette,
Hahn, Esprayenna and Paleth, which equal the funds the city gives them each year. However all is not yet
settled, there is still a £400 shortfall and councillors will have to vote on whether to cut the donation to the
©emple of G)orus or accept an offer from the Carpenters guild to make a [oan the city. Cllr Adam _Avery seems
to be the only person to take issue with the overall budget, although his proposals seem to be gathering a
reasonable [evel of support. Avery has suggested that the [evel of record keeping at the docks be further reduced
and that the donation to G)orus be cut to £250. Ann Jasker the Chair of Welfare and Education, is refusing to
take responsibility for the feeding of the homeless. "Ghis is surely a matter for the Committee for lands and
Agriculture,” she told the Chronicle.

Ohe Midsummer SGrair was well attended this year with many people trying to shake off their
depression following the city fire. A larger than normal number of stalls demonstrated the determination of many
citizens to rebuild their ruined businesses, however the day's focus was as always on the sports. Qhe fine
weather he[pec[ in the (weaking of a number of records, inc[uc[ing an amazing c[isp[a\z of archery [J\z Miranda
Andrews. Dhe weather did however make the pig wrestling something of a non-event with JJasper Qinny
emerging from a massive dust cloud to claim the prize. Ohere was at [east some drama; Ac[ear[y i[[ega[ footba[[
challenge took place, and Cllr (Drumm’s irate comments following the theft of his newly donated Avigon Cup
provided entertainment for a large crowd.

Alan Monterey and Richard Frirethorn have announced an agreement with the (Brewers and the
(Ointners guilds to supply cheap beer and wine to the damaged areas of the city. However before you all rush to
move wards, the reason it will be cheap is that it will be watered down.

Citizens are warned that tension in the Gloating {Market remains high. A number of minor fights
have occurred around the (Dowgate entrance and the (Kinjuru section in particular seems [ess than friendly.
(Rumours persist of a number of raids and counter raids between them and the _Aghion sector.
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Ohe hearing of Aralan (Derwent turned out to be the dramatic show everyone had hoped for.
Once (sax the Heretic and Pendentite Antonius had got over the difficulties of finding themselves on the same
(prosecuting) side the questioning got under way with some enthusiasm. Sheriff Perignon, presiding, showed a
surprising impartiality, [istening intently to all the witnesses. Gyirst of all many eminent members of the {Mercers
guild and of Welland were called to testify to the good and upright character of (Phred Marcos. Next
Alderman (Derwent was called, she explained how during her successful negotiations to secure the city's grain
supplies she had been subjected to a total of eleven assassination attempts. She had come to suspect someone
called Marcos of having been involved and had ordered a member of the guard to “find that person”. Sheriff
(Pixon was called next and wholeheartedly supported Aralan (Derwent's story. Alderman {erwent was
clearly upset to find herself facing a hearing as the result of her efforts to save the city from starvation, and the
sympathy of the courtroom was very much with her. However the assembly then heard further details of the
violent raid that took place in the early hours of the morning by the Witanmoot (suard, and heard a brief
summary of this guards court-martial where she was found guilty of conduct unbecoming to an officer. With
opinions evenly balanced the proceedings were suddenly thrown into confusion by the arrival of ady Amelia
and some courtiers from the Citadel. Qhey took the witness stand and described how Cllr (PDerwent had been
offered £500 for finding Macros by Princess Selina. Sheriff Perignon intervened immediately and stopped the
hearing. "Ghis is a most serious accusation and clearly requires further investigation, I refer the case to Jady
Cox for Qrial" she told the stunned assembly. Commenting later to the Chronicle on Sheriff (Dixon's robust
defence of Aralan's actions she said, "If Sheriff (Dixon has a fault it is that he is sometimes a [ittle tender-
hearted when perhaps impartiality might be more appropriate”.

Ohe budget debate has come to a conclusion with our councillors reaching a surprising consensus, to
tax us mercilessly and cut many essential services to boot! Adam Avery's proposal to forcibly cut the Gyorian
budget was passed and has resulted in the immediate closure of the Aralan erwent Memorial Ward. A
c[istraught Chirugeon exp[ainec[, "Ohere is nothing we can do, we are a[read\z overloaded fo[[owing the ﬁre,
with the city cutting its support to us we will be hard pressed to deal with the needs of all the people. GHhe
Perwent Ward has a[wa\zs been used for those mercenaries, guards and members of the Witanmoot who have
suffered injuries as a result of their profession of violence. “In these difficult times, we must prioritise, and we
simply can no longer cater for these people.” efending his cuts Avery launched a swingeing attack on his
fellow councillors, "I am deeply upset that only two committees have seen fit to help the city out of its current
dire financial situation and make sacrifices for the good of the city as a whole. /I am sure the city will remember
those who were prepared to sit on their fat backsides and [et others make the sacrifices.”

(Citizens are warned to be on their guard for polluted wines and beers following a spreading of the
vomiting and diarrhoea illness reported in the [ast Chronicle. Commenting on the problems (suildmaster Martin
(Key told the Chronicle, "I have absolute faith in the quality of the guilds goods. ‘I blame bad waters used for
cooking". {More worrying rumours contend that this is the first outbreak of a new plague caused by the refugee
camps. Pue to the Gorians being extremely overworked, they have been unable to investigate this idea.

((nrest has been noted in the countryside as the peasants become aware of just how much grain the
cit\Z will be needing this year, (Baron Scrope told the Chronicle, “the [ate spring p[anting c[amagec[ the crops
quite badly. Ghe peasants are worried that they will not have enough to feed themselves, let alone the city
dwellers." Qravellers are warned particu[ar[\z to avoid _journe\zing alone in the (zavelkinden area, where [ocal
serfs are exploring the ‘panic stock-up' concept without the consent of the goods previous owners.

An irate Cllr (Drumm was incoherent with indignation yesterday as news reached him that his
Avigon cup was being displayed in several market squares around the city. Qhe perpetrators of this theft appear
to be a miscellaneous mob of (apparently) homeless children. Qheir noisy appearances in the market squares
coincide with the distribution of treasonous [iterature (not reproduced here) and a collection for money using the
Apigon cup as storage. Amused onlookers appear to have donated quite a haul of coppers.
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Aralan Derwent's trial turned out to be something of an anti climax following the dramatic
hearing. Both the prosecution and defence had had much time to prepare their cases and the long trial, though
well argued, [acked the drama of the earlier occasion. G)he on[\Z spice was added 6\2 the deaths of a number of
witnesses in the run up to the trial, however the prosecution made [ittle of this claiming that they suspected it
was the work of factions within the floating market. CIn her summing up speech dady Cox said "After
consideration of all the evidence, the key facts which have guided by decision are; that at the hearing Alderman
(PDerwent claimed that her reason for seeking Citizen {Marcos was that he was suspected of involvement in the
assassination attempts. However no evidence has been presented to suggest that she had any reason other than
the offer of £500. Gurther officer (Kali of the guard has been convicted of conduct unbecoming an officer as a
direct result of the orders that "Ghere is a man from (Kerun called Marcos, get him" given by Alderman
PDerwent. Cllr Marc and Citizen Marcos have clearly been subjected to unacceptable treatment as a result of
Alderman (erwent's orders and I must therefore find her guilty. I fine her the sum of £100 payable to Citizen
Marcos. However bearing in mind the incredible strain Alderman (Derwent was under and the immeasurable
contribution to the future of the city which she made in negotiating the grain deal, I postpone the payment of this
sum until Midwinter. I hope that this will give the Witanmoot time to consider what action it might wish to
take to mitigate the effect of this sentence upon her." Opinions on the sentence vary, (Derwent supporters claim
that it is tantamount to Bankrupting fier, however other commentators have suggested that she was [ucky to
escape with her [ife.

Ohe Chronicle has learnt that Sheriff Matthew ()ixon intends to contest the Jordship election next
Yyear, and is a[reac[y in secret negotiation with various powerfu[ members of the Witanmoot. It is unclear
whether Sheriff ixon is responding to rumours that Jady Samantha does not wish to continue as Yord, or
spreading them. However the uncertainty has already [ead to one shock defection from the rapidly weakening
Mowbray faction. Susan Graithside, long term supporter of Uady Cox, has moved to the newly emerging
Monterey faction. Alderman Graithside told the Chronicle, "I have always backed Samantha and she continues
to have my full support. However ‘I feel that the problems the city will face in the years to come will require a
new and radical agenda. “I believe Alan is now setting that agenda and [ am proud to be part of his team."

Ohe Monterey faction has not wasted its time in making a mark on the city's government. “In his
maiden speech Cllr {Monterey thanked the city for recognising his hard work, “even if only by the promise of
further work™ and then went on to [aunch an amusing and wide ranging attack on the complacent committee
chairs. He also called for the immediate reinstatement of the guild examinations and the donation to the Gemple
of Porus. Much to the surprise of the faction [eaders (who only a month ago had voted through these measures)
Cllr Monterey summoned enough support to have these two proposals formally moved, and a full debate will
take place next month.

Early reports of the harvest suggest that the city will suffer serious shortages despite the hard work
by Alderman (Derwent earlier this year. Ghe recent heavy rains have damaged what was already a poor
harvest and many (Barons are now openly calling for the City to rely only on the imported grains rather than
“ravage the countryside”. dinrodeth is not the only city to be suffering grain problems. Hhe deal with Salvoyn
has left the (Kings Army short of supplies and His Royal Highness has resorted to commandeering grain
supplies which have not already been earmarked for us. Ghe (King has imposed a special tax on Jinrodeth's
richer citizens to assist in the cost of this action.

Adam Ayery has launched an all out attack upon \Marcus dambourne, the chairman for law and
order, claiming that non guild members were openly trading in the burnt out wards. Qther councillors backed up
the attack pointing out the committee's continuing funding for the claw Court whilst other committees had made
wide ranging cuts. However some Awvigon councillors defended the lack of enforcement, claiming that to force
these people out of business when they have no homes and no other means of support would be tantamount to
murder,
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Orears that martial law would be re-imposed following the civil disorder recently witnessed in the
Ward of Cripplegate, are beginning to recede. (Reports on the reasons for this incident are confused, but what is
clear is that, following Adam Avery's motion to restore guild controls to the burnt out wards, the Witanmoot
(Guard began closing down a number of businesses in the Cripplegate area. ‘Within a few days large gatherings
were taking place, with [ocal residents complaining at the closure of a number of bakeries and the death of one
protester, shot in the back by the guard. Ghe protesters set up barriers to prevent access by the guard to the area
and declared it free of guild [aw. Qhe ‘Gree Gyrade’ [eader Jasmine told the Chronicle, "People are starving to
death here. We just cannot allow the fat cats of the Witanmoot to close down bakeries and murder shopkeepers,
simp[\z to protect the proﬁts of their gui[d paymasters.” Ohe J"o[[owing morning the 8uarcf, assisted B\Z a [arge Body
of citizens from other wards, [aunched an all out attack upon the ward of Cripplegate. (Pozens of people were
Killed in the ensuing ﬁgﬁt, a[thougﬁ the guard suffered no casualties, he Chairman for Jaw and Order,
Marcus Jambourne, said after the fight, "It is regrettable that a number of people have died. However we must
remember that these scum were criminals, who were protecting i[[ega[ traders from the Jaw." It is believed that
some of the ringleaders of the rebellion escaped. Qur correspondent spoke to someone who was near the rebel
headquarters throughout the incident. Qhey described how a crack unit of the Witanmoot troops [aunched the
final assault: "It was deadly. Phe people didn't stand a chance against them. PHhere was indiscriminate arrow
fire mowing down anything that moved. G)he few people who tried to defend themselves were cut down almost
instantly. (Nobody ever tried to talk to us. All we wanted to do was to work, so we could feed ourselves".

Ohe arrival of the ship Half Chance has caused consternation amongst merchants of the city. Ghe
ship, a converted Corsair, was [aden down with valuable and exotic items from the (Empire of the CInner Sea.
Oravelling on the ship were the renown dressmaker Eshi Cyarcon, notorious apothecary Palus Snapdragon,
unorthodox trader %ven JQindis, and a number of other peop[e whom it was thought had perishec[ in the Citxz
States. (Rumour has it that this group have travelled to the very heart of the Empire of the ‘nner Sea, and the
possibility of such a [ucrative shipping route opening up is bound to cause major shifts within the (srocers (uild.
Commenting upon their return to the city Raven told the Chronicle, "It's good to be home again. Although
Jinrodeth [ooks different from what ¢I remember, and CI'd forgotten about the smell. Clt certainly brings tears to
my eyes".

‘It seems that new Councillor Alan {Monterey has taken (Raven's comments to heart. Qur newest
Councillor has been seen sneaking around the city wells and pouring the water into perfume bottles. Personally
the Chronicle does not think he's onto much of a winner and anyway, with the crackdown on non guild trading,
it seems rather risky for this (intner to venture out into the realms of the Apothecaries. Alternately he may
have caught the Grirethorn madness and plans to make us drink the stuff.

Ohe continuing illness of both Sheriffs, and the prolonged absence of dady Cox at the Citadel has
[eﬁ: the cit\z council pretty much to its own devices. However, apart J’rom passing the Aver\z/(Drum motion on
non guild trading, our councillors' don't seem to be taking much advantage of this. ‘Indeed they have been nearly
falling over themselves in their desire to do nothing. Qheir most noticeable inaction has been to ignore Jady
Cox's instruction to consider mitigating the effects of Aralan ()erwent's sentence. Apart from a brief speech by
Alan Monterey to attack ady Cox's sentence, poor Alderman (Derwent has been [eft to fend for herself.
Perhaps they are not as upset at her potential demise as they would have us believe?

Ohe Harvestide festivals were a subdued affair in some areas. As more detailed reports come in
from the Paleth temp[es, it is [Jecoming clear that those farmers who took the risk of a late second p[anting have
reaped a rich rewarded. G)he continuing good weather has led to a successful crop and concerns over mass
starvation are now recec[ing. Ohe gooc[ weather is now [weaking up, with odd pockets of frost appearing in some
parts of the city.
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Watchers and members of our worthy ‘Witanmoot were caught by surprise when Jady Samantha
Cox announced an amnesty for all those involved in the recent trading riots, except the instigators. After a
month oJ" re[ative[«z peacefu[ protests at the mootstone, and innumerable ‘special p[eadings‘ in the courts, the move
has done much to restore calm in the blackened wards. ‘In the official statement Jady Cox declared, "Qhis has
been an ing[orious episode, which [ hope the city will quick[\z forget. oo this end [ am announcing a J"u[[ amnesty
for all rioters bar those who were the ringleaders. Qhe fate of the ringleaders however, I will take a personal
interest in." Commentators were also taken aback when the amnesty was announced from the Citadel, where
Jady Cox appears to have taken up residence. Persistent investigation by the Chroniclers has uncovered the
exclusive news that most of dady Cox's retainers at her Oldgate residence have been given notice, and many
trunks of personal belongings have been transferred to her official apartments at the Witanmoot.

Quietening the burnt wards appears to be the main occupation of councillor Jarken (Drumm, who
is trying to speec[ up the work of the (suilds most affectec[ 6\3 the ﬁre, and persuacﬁng them to expand the
apprenticeship programme to include adult and unskilled workers. Dhis has drawn some considerable criticism
from merchants in other quarters of the cit\z, who fear that [ongstanc[ing arrangements for their own children
could be jeopardised. (Resident have also been pleased to see a large donation of wood from the Shipwrights
Guild. Pespite muttering from councillor Adam Avery about "firewood stocks", a good portion of it has
already vanished to complete shelters before the winter storms, which should be due any day now.

More disruption at the Citadel where, it seems, the contents of the ship Half Chance are being
bargained for in a series of private showings. PDhis seems to be causing much frustration amongst the (Mercers
and (srossers guilds who were expecting the choicest deals. Amongst the perfumes, spices and artwork, the
fiercest bidding seem to be over the bolts of iridescent silk and the exotic fashion styles of Eshi Cyargon. One
particularly vicious skirmish is said to have involved Jady Cox over ownership of the bolt of emerald silk which
matched the gem on her chain of office. Hhe dady Dherese Fritz(serald was only persuaded to back down after
the relative size and proximity of their respective armies were raised.

A sudden fire has scorched a corner of the taproom at the Dancing Bear in Welland. Alert
drinkers (such as there were) improvised on firefighting until Crik Pragonsbane arrived with buckets of water.
Relieved regulars congratulated Crik on his prompt action, but have complained about the small group of
affluent customers drinking there as the fire broke out. Ghey are believed to be especially concerned at the
presence of one small, stumpy character who bore a striking resemblance to Gyalus Snapdragon.

A spokesperson for the Qemple of G)orus has confirmed a statement by councillor Aflan (Monterey
that many wells in the burnt wards are contaminated, and are the pro[aab[e cause of a fever which has been
lingering in those wards. Cllr {Monterey has issued a further proclamation that all wells are to be closed in that
area, pencﬁng clearance B\Z the Witanmoot (suard. Qthours that the 9006[ councillor has even more unp[easant
clean up duties in [ine for the (suard have not been confirmed.

Alderman _Aralan (Derwent is believed to have sent members of the Jands & Agriculture
committee out to re-negotiate to grain tithe to the city. (isgruntled members have been disappearing out into the
wild blue yonder for the past few weeks. GYhe Chroniclers only hope that the roads will hold until both they and

the wagons can return,

Ohe last ship to arrive in harbour before the winter storm is the Black (Banshee captained,
inevitably, by one Eagleview. Crewmembers unloading the cargo of wines and wool have commented on the
fair weather around the estuary, which is in contrast to the snow a[ready fa[[inﬂ in other [ands. Captain
Eagleview, disgusted at such an easy run, is believed to be in the Gemple of Esprayenna doing penance.
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Ohe relative peace of the council chambers has again been disturbed by protesting citizens. Ghe
protests, so far conspicuously peaceful, have been by people demanding more money to spend on increasing the
stores in the city's granaries. Sue Quinn, speaking to the Chroniclers \Zesterday, allowed that the grain stores
were still marginal and that a prolonged winter might cause problems. "espite this, I do pledge that the guild
will do all it can to maintain the current price of a penny farthing a loaf." Amongst the protesters, opinion was
strongly divided over the role of Aralan (Derwent, with some grateful for her intervention in the negotiations
with Sa[voyn, and others saying that she could have got more from other sources, and yet others criticising her
recent disposal of good grain in return for stores of greens and other cattle fodder.

Ohe ambiguity is reflected by their elders within the council chambers where councillors were once
again debating (Perwent’s fine for damage to RReg Marc's business. A new motion was proposed by Cllr Adam
Avery, "Ohat, in accordance with Jady Cox's wish, the Court of Common Council permit Ayalan (erwent to
pay the fine over time with a minimum of a guinea per year. Jhe payment will be restricted to Apalan
Derwent herself, and not the heirs of her estate.” Several strongly worded protests by indignant councillors on
Reg Marc's behalf were quieted after a compromise was proposed by Cllr ilith Tansdowne. "Qut of fairness
to both Aralan and Reg, ‘I would [ike to amend Adam's motion by deleting ‘one guinea' and replacing it with
£5".

Rumours abound of a major cover up at the Witanmoot following the apparent theft and recovery
of the city regalia. Sheriff (Matthew (Dixon was, despite his illness, drafted in to sort out the problem and is
believed to have [ed a pursuit into the countryside. Matthew returned a few days before the guard who had
accompanied him, bearing the regalia of the Jord of the city. along with his own Sheriff's sword. However all
suggestions that anything at all happened are being strenuously denied. GYhe only comment which the Chronicle
has been able to get was when our reporter caught Sheriff (Dixon in an unguarded moment and got him to
admit that he, "could become accustomed™ to the fee[ oj” the Jord's sword.

Sheriff (Beatrice Perignon has reappeared on the political scene and confounded those who had
been claiming that she was near death with a mysterious wasting disease. Beatrice has been seen in many parts
of the city rallying her faction and campaigning hard in the run up to the Midwinter elections. She has been
most in evidence in the ward of (Berewic where her faction has strong hopes of unseating the much troubled
Alderman Apalan )erwent,

Anumber of mysterious deaths have been [inked to an arcane scroll which has now been confiscated
by the (Bards college. Brad Hardacre, a well known shipwright of (Bridge, literally disappeared in a column of
flame whist working at the dockyards. (Rumours persist of a similar fate being suffered by a student at the
(Bards college. Prad's family has now disappeared, apparently taking with them a [arge haul of ancient silver
which had been found with the scroll. Apart from these strange events the annually prophesied destruction of the
city failed to materialise, with the night of the (shostmoons passing uneventfully.

One surprise item which is selling well in the run up to the Midwinter feast and elections is a new
range of dolls depicting the two Sheriﬁs of the city. Ohe manufacture, @Bill (sowther oj" ()[c[gate, told the
Chronicle, "quite a few people are buying them for their Kids. {I'm thinking of expanding the range to include
other notable citizens, but the cost of the ﬁrst doll is quite high. So who gets producec[ may well depend on
whether I can get some commissions.” (Bill refused to be drawn on which of the two Sheriffs was selling better.

Ohe Winter snows have hit the city with a vengeance. Gollowing the prolonged summer a storm
blew and dumped several feet of snow on the city during a single day. Ghe weather has now settled down to a
more normal pattern but may unwary people have been left trapped in the surrounding villages by the unexpected
blizzard.
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A fire wood collection organised by darken (Drumm has eased the fears of many of the people who
were short of fuel for the winter. A large body of people left the burn out wards and manhandling converted
wagon/sledges forced their way up the frozen river and through the snow. Ghe event has however called into
question Sheriffs Matthew (ixon’s ability to hold the office of Uord following the revelation that the collection
had concentrated almost exclusively on the woodlands owned by Sheriff (Dixon. Apparently Matthew has
nearly all his capital invested in coppices and woods around the city, and their destruction may bankrupt him if
fie needs to raise funds quick[}g. Cllr Prumm, a known supporter of Sheriﬂ" Perignon, claimed that it was not a
deliberate attempt to secure the Cordship of the city, and that the move was in fact at Sheriff ixon's
suggestion.

Tiyely debates punctuated the final session of the current Court of Common Council as it met to
discuss the matter of Alderman (erwent's fine. A fine speech from Aralan herself explained that a guinea a
year was as much as she could afford, a[though she thanked Jilith for her “"sudden interest” in these matters, QHhe
debate then went rapidly downhill as councillors sought a pre-election platform, and it was rounded off by
Adam Ayery's contribution; "She's doing a bloody good job. Stop knocking _Aralan, you bastards”, which
definitely brought the debate back to basics. At the vote the amendment failed by 95 votes to 147, and the
substantive motion was then carried by 153 votes to 16. ‘It was noticed that the main opponents to the motion
were the (srossers, Perignon's faction and, surprisingly, much of Aralan’s faction. A subsequent motion by Cllr
Qv(onterey, over [ined cesspits, was speedi[y passed without obstruction.

Ohe highlight of an extravagant Yuletide ball at the Citadel was Jady Samantha (Cox's
announcement of her engagement to Earl Arbuthnot, and her intention to marry at Springtide. Ghe resulting
ennoblement will mean that she will be no longer able to continue as ord of the city and a straight election
between Sheriffs Dixon and Perignon will decide the next Jordship. Tady Samantha told the Chronicles "o
cease to be able to direct[«z serve the city I fove will be a great loss to me. However, [ intend to spend much of
my time at the Citadel, where I will continue my advise to his {Mgjesty that all his decisions should be to the
benefit of his capital and its undoubtedly [oyal citizens". Jady Cox went on to explain that she has postponed the
announcement for some time as she did not wish it to affect the Midwinter elections. arl Arbuthnot has
extensive and valuable [ands to the North East. It is rumoured that his influence within the Royal Court
vanished in an unfortunate incident some years ago, and that his political career has needed taking in hand for
some time.

LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

Ohe midwinter elections have thrown the existing po[itica[ a[ignments into chaos, and the outcome of
the forthcoming committee and [ordship elections is currently anyone's guess. After a year of heavy tax
increases, food shortages, ﬁre, riot and martial [aw, a severe backlash against all the existing councillors has [eft
many without seats. “In (Berewic a bitter fight between Jilith Jansdowne and Aralan erwent caused both the
Sheriffs to throw their full efforts into that ward. On election night this resulted in a dramatic finish which
went to not one but two recounts, and resulted in the astonishing confirmation of scrivener Mary Hastings as
the new alderman. Mary's solid concentration on [ocal grass roots issues seems to have caught both major
factions unawares. ‘In Cartage Osgeard (Dunn took the Aldermanship from Miranda Andrews by a narrow
margin. CIn the burn out wards almost comp[ete new YWardmoots have come into being with Saithside, Carter,
Pu PBolay and Parnett all losing their seats to 'unknowns.' ‘In Avigon Susan Sraithside suffered a stunning
defeat, [Jeing thrust into sixth p[ace, with Jarken (Drum coming in second and the Ndermanship 9oing to
Samuel (Rucche. Alan Carter has been replaced by Bernard Hubold, (Du PBolay has not only lost the
Aldermanship to Judi Spich but nearly fost his place on the council completely, and (Duncan PBarnett is
replaced in QOldgate by Emily Martel. Other victims include the emissary to Cascorach (Malcolm (Mowbray,
whose decision to overwinter in Cascorach has proved too much to defend when his faction also had to hold off



a strong challenge to Alison Shefford from Sue Quinn and Danessa St dawrence. Richard Grirethorn has
also retired from the council, having suffered continuing poor fiealth since his inhalation of smoke c[uring rescue
efforts in the (5reat Grire. ‘In all this chaos, a few Aldermen somehow managed to emerge unscathed. ‘In
Oraringdon Marcos Jambourne defeated a strong challenge by Maud Blessop. Alice G-ytton retained her large
share of the vote despite a vigorous challenge by Mary (Clifford. Qhe Chroniclers would also [ike to welcome
new councillor William Gyrueman of Garingdon, whose stirring speeches on the {Mpotstone [ast month were
obviously well remembered by citizens.
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AbqjeWe[[ed and g[ittering %dy Cox, c[ear[\Z enjoying her role, opened the ﬁrst meeting of the new
Court of Common Council. Although (ively, the proceedings were frequently disrupted by the [arge numbers of
new councillors requiring explanations, order papers, advice on procedures or directions to the garderobes.
Progress was further delayed by the many veterans who were absent from the main chamber as they
intercepted key figures for recruitment in what has been described as a “feeding frenzy in the corridors of
power". A number of well-known names have found new political homes in the wake of the elections. PHhese
include Sharon (Brehon, Alan (5riffiths, (sibian Horl, Bernard Hubold, Samuel Rucche, Alison Shefford
and QOlivia Warin. Back in the chamber Cllr Alan Monterey took the floor, looking surprisingly chipper after
a Midwinter feast so dedicated to the promotion of his craft. "“May I congratulate Cady (Cox on her
engagement? She deserves our thanks for her selfless devotion to the city over these past years. /I am sure that
her wise governance and handling of our recent troubles (what about the bread riots' shouted newcomer
Alderman Rucche) will stand her in good stead in her future married [ife”, continued {Monterey doggedly. He
then went on to make a rather optimistic plea for continuity in the committees. "(Many improvements to our [ives
and the city's well-being have come from having the same steady hands directing the affairs of the various
committees. Qhere is little chance of such improvement when we continually change direction and vote in

"y

c[i‘fferent committee heads ‘except of course to remove those who have fu[ﬁ[[ed their duties.

Cllr (Prumm was summoned (or dragged in from the corridors) next. ‘Ignoring past events and
a ox entirely, he placed an emergency motion before the (_ouncil:
dy C irely, he placed gency ion b he C il

“Ohat those nominated by Jarken (Drumm, in consultation with the chairman of Jands &
Agriculture, be allowed to gather firewood from the city's forests, in the form of dead wood. Hhat
as [ittle damage as possible is done. Qhat there be proper working parties, with verderers to
supervise. Qhat the whole forest be available so as not to concentrate the work to the detriment of a
small area. Dhat the working parties be small and organised properly to minimise harm to and
disturbance of the forest as a whole.”
He continued, in a clearly emotional voice, to offer thanks for the success of his earlier firewood expedition.
"Ohe city owes a debt of gratitude to Sheriff ixon, whose selfless generosity has doubtless saved the [ives of
many who suﬂ"ered grave (osses [ast year in my ward and others, Jor myse[f, I can on[y say that [ fee[
privileged to have encountered and been able to assist such generosity.” PHhe stunned silence which followed this
endorsement was disturbed only by the sound of dady Cox casually stirring her tea.

Cllr (Derwent next took the floor, to ostentatiously deliver the sum of one guinea to Cllr Phred
Marcos, as required by [ast month's council motion. (Cqually deliberately, the (srosser's treasurer immediately
handed the entire sum to a nearby (Mandatien as a donation to Hahn. (Before further speeches could be made,
Jady Cox decided to quickly move the council business onto the important matter of nominations. PHhe results
were as follows:

Oreasury Shefford

orade Pencric

Jaw & Order Jambourne, G)asker

Shipping Anderson, Worton, Griﬂ’iths
Welfare & Education

Jand & Agriculture PDowne

Salvoyn Blessop, Peaureli, Saunders
(Cascorach Andrews, Jaithside

Eresan Oholin, Rimon

(Nyski[c[e Carter, (Davxz, oravers



Aldermen Shefford, Pencric and Powne were therefore elected unopposed. GYhe chairmanship of ‘Welfare &
(Cducation became the surprise appointment of C/@)‘[\Z Cox, a deve[opment which turned her smile of amusement
into something rather more predatory. After summoning all four new aldermen in turn to the dais for a
whispered interview, C/@)‘[\Z Cox appointec[ the now white Alderman @ccﬁe to the post.

Attempts by Cllr Aralan (Derwent to take the firewood collecting expeditions under more official
control ran into a number of logistic setbacks. Cxhortations to crowds in the burnt wards, to join a prolonged
joumey up the river for enough willow coppicing to [ast the entire winter, went down well enough. Ohe prob[em
came as the harried councillor tried to muster sufficient wagons for the trip, only to discover that first all the
8rossers‘ wagons, and then subsequent[y all the vintners', had been called in to the gui[c[ yards for an overwinter
safety check'. Grurther visits to borrow wagons off the skinners and mercers revealed that these had already
been taken by Cllr Jarken Prumm, who had also acquired the bulk of the eager crowds. As the massive
caravan disappeared up the iced-over river, Cllr (Derwent finally gathered a half dozen wagons from the
cornmongers, some wi[[ing fatecomers and a J’ew remaining verderers still hungover from Sheriﬁ Pixon's
party, and set off in hot pursuit. A bemused Cllr (PDrumm, watching her progress from the warmth of the
Witanmoot belltower commented, "I had no idea. “If only the poor lass had said something.” " Always was an
impetuous filly," added Cllr (Rimon.

Ohe guild of Grruiterers has sent official notice to the Witanmoot that supplies of preserved fruit
and stored vegetab[es are at an all time low, and that stocks are un[ike[\z to [ast another month. G)rade has been
temporarily suspended to prevent a run on gooc[s, and to give the Council time to decide whether to release the
cit\Z stock, impose rationing, ﬁxec[ prices or some other response. Cllr Sulcher commented, "Phere's no cause
for alarm yet, {I'm sure that there cabbage mountain got in last autumn will go a long way to getting us through
the winter."

Alderman Hubold has taken decisive [eac[ership in Cripp[egate, issuing a spate of new appointments
and streamlining the watch rota. According to the new alderman, the recent measures are aimed at freeing up
citizens' time so that they can concentrate on renewing their businesses. (Most citizens feel that this has been
successful experiment, with clear improvements in [aw and order around their ward, as well as extra free time.
Afew sceptics, most of whom have [ost out in the appointments, continue to make dark mutterings about new-
fangled, undemocratic quangos. Alderman Hubold has hinted that tax reforms may be next for review, and
hoped that a generous budget from the Witanmoot would hefp him to improve conditions in his ward.
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Speculation is growing as to who will win the Jordship election at Springtide. (Despite the pitifully
small size of his personal support, Matthew (Dixon's fong cultivation of the other faction [eaders appears to be
paying dividends, with a genera[ view forming at the Witanmoot that he will be the next Jord. One higﬁ[y
placed source told the Chronicle "Perignon seams to have upset the powerful rumm faction which was
expected to support her, so that's her chances blown." °If this proves to be true and (Prumm has switched sides it
should mean (Pixon will win with a [andslide. However (Beatrice is never to be underestimated and very few
people have come fu[[\z oﬂ" the fence. C[nteresting[y, the time of the election has been moved forward to the ear[y
morning to enable the Aldermen involved to get ready for dady Cox's wedding in the evening. Ghis should mean
much late night activity as the final votes are firmed up.

Ohe committee elections proved near[\z as J‘arcica[ as the nominations, with many Aldermen
apparently making up their minds at the [ast minute, and [ots of cries of "but you promised to vote for..."
resounding around the chamber. Whilst Ann G)asker had a clear victomz in the Jaw and Qrder election, the
Shipping vote turned into a messy three way split, with (Eliott Anderson just winning through. (Perhaps because
so many of the main committees had a[ready been sewn up, the norma[[\z simp[e elections for the emissaries were
also hard fought. (Robert (Beaureli cleanly won the Salvoyn vote, and promptly caused uproar by leaving the
Avery grouping (which had just voted for him) to join (PBeatrice Perignon’s faction. Fror Cascorach, Susan
Oraithside just beat Miranda Andrews. Qhe Eresan vote was tied. After a tense delay, a messenger returned
from the Citadel and announced that Jady Cox would use her casting vote to elect (seorge (Rimon. After this
excitement, the victory of Alan Carter in the (Nyskilde election (in another three way split) was something of an
anti climax. G)he final outcome of the elections has left the newer factions in a strong position with the previously
powerful (PDixon, Perignon and Perwent factions being overtaken by the Monterey and Avery groupings and
the increasingly influential Jarken Drum,

Concern is growing over the food situation in the City. Problems continue to be experienced by the
Orruiterers, and now the Cornmongers have started rationing supplies so that only bread can be produced. Hhis
has [ead to protests from the Pastriers who claim it will ruin their business. Once again Alan Monterey has
been the only councillor actively pursuing a solution to the problem. Whist others have been indulging in pointless
debates and fretting over committee elections, Alan has organised the release of the remaining vegetaﬁ[c stocks.
‘His hard work has been repaid with yet another Alderman joining his faction. EEmily Martel told the Chronicle.
"Ive tﬁought very carefu[[\z about which grouping to support, and it seemed to me that Alan is the on[xz person
combining radical action with careful management of the city's future."

‘However all is not well for (Monterey. Opposition appears to be growing to the recent cesspits
motion which he pushed through council. Dhe motion, which requires all cesspits to be (ined with stone, has [ead
to protests from around the city. Alderman Ftubold has taken up the case of the protesters. "It's aright for the
Witanmoot to make these worthy motions, but the\z don't understand that most peop[e can't aﬁord to [ine their
pits with stone. I've told my watch not to bother enforcing the regulation. After all what are we going to do?
Qell people to fill their pits in and use the street instead? “If the council wants stone that badly they can pay for
it",

Preparations for the Wedding of Jady Samantha Cox continues to take place. QHhe event is
generating much rivalry amongst the guilds as people jockey for the privilege of supplying the wedding. Sheriff
(Beatrice Perignon has struck a major coup by gaining the contract to supply the catering. Ghis is a surprise
appointment given that the Jordship election will be taking place on the same day. RRumours that some of the
(Ointners most hallowed supplies are to be opened up have further fuelled competition for invitations.



Shimaguchi

Shimaguchi is one of the main ports in the
Empire of the “Inner Sea. Dhe city grew from a
small settlement on the banks of the river
(Nichiguchigawa. Phe island of (Nichishima was, at
one time, the [owest crossing point on the river.

When the Empire of the Clnner Sea ex -
panded to the Northwest Shimaguchi became a
(Kezgriakor settlement. G)he original settlements
were in what is now Jurimachi on the eastern
riverbank. CIn the usual (Kezriakor style many
canals were dug here. Iater development turned to
the western bank which is now Atarashiimachi.
Ohis area is much more regularly planned. Gyhe
final development was to excavate the two canals
at the north of the city which channel excess water
from the (Nichiguchigawa river to the sea by way
of the outermost canals. Hhe river could then be
safely terraced. Now the river meanders slowly
down to the island and many fine tree [ine its banks.

Ohe “Umperial Road crosses the river at
the bridging point and runs through the town. ‘It
runs along the coast to the west and eventually to
the border of the Empire. o the east the road

runs to join another “Ymperial Road that runs
north/south.

Ohe network of canals serve two purposes:
as an efficient transport network and as an
important aspect of (Kegriakor [ifestyle. (Canals
typica[[y have a deep central channel, while on
either side is a just submerged terrace; never more
than a meter in depth. Here (Kezriakor sit to rest
when tired and there are many “inns” on the canal
banks supplying refreshments. Steps or a gentle
incline [ead up to dry land. Dhe place where two
or more canals join thus become very much like a
square or plaza in human society.

Ohere are two forms of money which are
in widespread us in the Empire: Small circular
metallic disks with a hole in the centre known as
“shu” and very fine rectangular sheets of silk known
as “Shimei”, Phe silk is woven from specially dyed
threads and patterned into very beautiful designs.
Since Shimei are a fabric sheets (sealed at the
edges to prevent unravelling) and use permanent
waterproof pigments they can be carried at all
times, both on [and and in the water.

SHIMAGUCH\
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Sheriﬂ" (Dixon survived a surprise attack in O[dgate [ast week when a lone archer, apparent[y
choosing the same vantage point as Cllr Castlemaine’s murderer, narrowly missed putting an arrow through
(Dixon’s back. he Sheriff was amongst a group of senior councillors setting out for a G)orian service. All
displayed remarkable agility for their age and various disabilities, finding cover before a second arrow could be
loosed. Apart from bruises and dusty garments, none of the group took any injury apart from the Witanmoot
(suard member who had considerately caught the first arrow. Sheriff Perignon, when informed of the incident,
disp[ayed genuine horror and concern, “Eﬁhey‘[[ never believe I didn't do it," she said.,

Ohe Witanmoot is becoming increasingly concerned at the continued absence of the firewood
gathering part that set off up the river well over a month ago. Aside from the problem of fuel for the burnt
quarter, Aralan erwent's friends and fo[[owers are voicing fears J’or her persona[ safety. Ohe wagons, which
Will have to come back down the river ice to return to the city, may well be caught by an early thaw. Cynics
have commented that Apalan is well used to walking on thin ice.

Ohe distinctive aroma of boiled cabbage has been added to the city's reek now that the stores have
been released by the Grruiterers. Although this has provided a cheap and welcome addition to the pottage of
many poor householders, the Gorians have noted with concern that problems with teeth and skin sores continue
to worsen,

(Dowgate is in uproar after Cllr Jocelyn (Barnes and several members of the watch were arrested
G\z the Witanmoot (suard after an a[[egec[ attack on Sﬁeriff (Pixon [ate one night. QQsidents, while c[ear[\z
appalled that a [ocal councillor might turn to violence, have noted with suspicion that yet again the (suard just
happened' to be in the vicinity of the attack, and that those arrested are in isolation at the G)orian Gemple and are
too ‘damaged’ from the arrest to be permitted to talk to relatives. ‘Wild rumours are flying round of a provoked
attack, and of the sheriff either (a) turning the Gloating Market into a ward of the city or (b) wanting to remove
certain 'difficult elements' from the existing wards so that Gloating {Market traders can be moved into the city
proper.

Alderman Hubold has become the target of some direct legislation to prevent his planned ward
reforms. An emergency motion proposed by Adam Avery and seconded by darken (Prum was pushed through
council in a surprise move against the Alderman. PHhe motion states, "Gyhat the ‘Ward Watches be composed
solely of (itizens of the ‘Ward and no other. Hhe members of the Watch shall receive no financial recompense
for this work™, Ohis effectively means that Hubold will have to disband his current paid watch, and recruit a
new one from the citizens. Qhe Aldermen, in a furious speech told the council, "It will [ead to blood all over the
ward, (Normal citizens are no match for the criminals which my watch has been keeping under control. GYhe
council’s motive for this is disgraceful, the nearby wards are seeing their crime [evel increase as the criminals
move out of Cripplegate. Dhey want to keep the crime in Cripplegate, and sod my residents who will have to
cope with their ward becoming a second floating market." Alderman Hubold, however, saved his most strident
remarks J’or Sheriff @erignon; "Ohat pompous bitch just doesn't understand what we are trying to do. ‘We in
Cripplegate are at the front [ine in the fight against crime. As a sheriff she ought to be supporting us. ‘Instead she
backed this stupid motion and made snide innuendoes about the legality of what I and my watch are doing. ‘I'm
disgusted that she put the need to ‘do a good performance’ and ook good before the election, above her duty to
defend the people from crime."

Oroubles are beginning to beset the charmed owners of the Half Chance and its exotic cargo. Qhe
investigation by Alderman (5riffiths and his guild into the activities of Eshi Cyarcon and Qalus Snapdragon,
have been complicated by the attention of the Salvoynian envoy and the suspicious disappearance of their
CImperial interpreter.



Cllr Alan Monterey demonstrated surprising courage when he decided to meet protesters marching
against his cess pits [egislation. QYhe noisy and near riotous group marched on the Witanmoot to demonstrate
their dislike of the [egislation by ‘shitting in the street'. Alderman Hubold, who [ed this novel protest, told the
Chronicle, "We are tmzing to show the council the result of their ill-considered law. ﬂ)oor peop[e are now
committing a crime if they dig their own cess pits. Shitting in the street is the only [egal thing they can do." Cllr
%ntermz‘s strident c[efence of his [egis[ation, "its for your own good“, did not p[ease the marchers and resulted
in him being pelted with some very unpleasant missiles. Cllr (Richard Saunders commented to the Chronicle,
"©he whole thing stinks. Qhe councils really up the creek without a paddle on this one. Qhey just can't admit to
themselves that the whole idea was stupid.”

LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS! LATE NEWS!

Ohe Springtide festival dawned bright and clear, and many families took part in the dancing,
processions and naming celebrations around the city. People were especially please to see the new flowers and
small gardens being created around the [ittle houses and shacks in the burnt quarter. "Qught to do well with all
that manure," commented Cllr (Rimon.

na [wief announcement tojust prior to the elections, 9@)6[\3 Cox has comp[etec[ G\z Pecree her p[ans
for the Witanmoot (suard. Hhe (suard now has jurisdiction throughout the city and no longer needs to answer
to the Alderman of any ward in which the\z are operating. ®Ohe Council was stunned into silence, and as yet the
only comment on this shocking expansion of the power of the dord and Sheriffs is (Richard Saunders smug, "I
told you so". (sax is believed to be considering a legal challenge.

“In the closest vote ever recorded (PBeatrice Perignon has been elected as the new ord of the (City.
Ohe victory was achieved due to a [ast minute switch by a consortium of Jarken Drumm and Adam Ayery.
“Initially it was thought that the switch was the result of the exposure of Sheriff (Dixon’s [inks with the floating
market. However Jarken Drumm’s decision seems to have been based more on (Beatrice Perignon connections
with Citadel society and the opinion of the influential Jady Amelia. (srantham (Morgan commented to the
Chronicle, "It amazes me that Jarken can maintain an image as a man of the people, when it is quite clear that
his main aim in [ife is to join the aristocracy.” {More serious questions are being asked about Avery, a previously
adamant supporter of Matthew (ixon. Rumours persist that he has been promised a major shipbuilding
contract and a Targe investment' in the (Portsoken docklands. "I think it's disgusting that he should et his own
re-election chances dominate such an important decision™ said one prominent councillor. Ghe Chronicle itself
would (ike to conﬂratu[ate %C[Y @erignon on her election, and [ooks forwarc[ to her inaugura[ ball with interest.
Ohe full voting was:

Perignon Romanie, Punn, G)asker, Worton, Martel, Pencric, (Key,
Perignon, Shefford, Gytton, Hastings, Rucche.
Pixon Anderson, (—}rifﬁths, (Pixon, Pelcher, Horl, (Powne, Jambourne,

Hubold, ‘Warin, ‘Isenbard, Spitch.

Ohe announcement was delayed both by [ate voting and many careful recounts. ‘It was followed by
an undignified scramble as aldermen and senior councillors simultaneously attempted to offer personal
congratulations, conspire to select a second sheriff and nab a front seat for Samantha's wedding.

Jady Cox's long-awaited wedding turned out to be a small, private ceremony held in the Citadels
own shrine, much to the disappointment of the hundreds of well-wishers gathered outside the gates. Shinannon
the wellkeeper officiated in a haze of perfume generated by the clumps of primroses, daffodils, celandines,
forsxzthia, broom, hyacinths, crocuses and witch hazel, Afew members of the court appeared to be overcome [J\Z
the occasion. Qhe bride, of course, outshone her surroundings in a trailing silk gown of a most startling yellow.
Ohe exchange of names was witnessed B\z the Cl@}g and Queen’ senior members of their court, seeming[xz the
entire Arbuthnot family, and the city's Aldermanic court. Some noted the complete absence of the bride's family,
and the Chroniclers themselves have been unable to track down any close relatives to question on this.
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Jady Beatrice Perignon’s negotiations with his (Mgjesty the King have resulted in a complicated
tribute agreement which commits the city to a payment this year of only £55,000. Qhis agreement has been
hieralded as a major success [’Y Beatrice's supporters, who say that it vindicates their decision to back her for
Jordship. ‘Indeed tax [evels this year could even be cut. However, other groupings within the Witanmoot have
pointed out that the deal commits the city to a tribute of £60,000 in 146 and £65,000 in 147 and 148. Worse; Jady
Perignon has offered the King gifts of £10,000 and £5,000 in 147 and 148 in return for the ragonfeast being
held in Jinrodeth. With the delicate budget negotiations in progress most of the faction [eaders appear to be
keeping a [ow profile on the issue, however (Cllr (Richard Saunders told the Chronicle, "Beatrice has really
pulled a fast one here, she has Bougﬁt short term prosperity and personal popu[arit«z at the expense oJ" fhier
successor.” (zax the Heretic, however, disagreed in a speech from the (Mootstone he complimented "ady
Perignon’s bravery in accepting liability for the future payments".

Ohe budget proposals from the various committees are currently generating a lot of heat. Ghe
Orade budget seems to be forming the main battleground. Alderman (Rucche's attempts to restore the budget to
pre-fire levels is meeting strong opposition. Alderman (Rucche described the consequences of not having his
budget passed as “disastrous to the future of the city". Controversy is also centring around the ‘Welfare and
(Education budget which includes proposals for a city orphanage and for a “five year program to properly re-
house all those all those who have properties in the wards that were destroyed”. Jooking at the proposals, the
Chronicle is not convinced that ady Perignon’s agreement with the (King is going to come anything like close
enough to balancing the budget. “Indeed, according to a source close to the \Marshgate Wardmoot, secret
negotiations are already under way to restore taxation of burnt out wards.

Yocelyn Parnes has been committed for trial on charges of attempted murder. She made an
unrepentant speech accusing Sheriff (Dixon of Gyreason and Conspiracy to undermine the city. Meanwhile
Sheriff (Dixon appears to be attempting to push through the reforms which gained him ‘Jockey's animosity and
lost him the Jordship election. He has started this process with a detailed bill proposing definitions of the status
of Citizens and CInhabitants of the city. Dhe Chronicle would [ike to report the controversy around this proposal,
however it seems to have met a solid wall of apathy from the other councillors, who are obviously far too
worried about the budget to try to define who should and should not be paying taxes.

Adam Ayery has come forward with an interesting proposal to reduce the number of debtors held
in prison. ‘In a speech from the {Mootstone he proposed that the City impose ‘easy payment schemes' rather than
prison terms. "We have already permitted such a scheme on behalf of Cllr Perwent and I believe we should
permit the same for other debtors” he told the crowd. Hhe Chronicle will be interested to know how (llr
(Derwent intends to deal with this insult given that she can not duel with the crippled Avery.

An embarrassed Chairman for Jaw and Qrder, Ann Qasker, has announced that some prisoners
in Cripplegate Prison seem to have pre-empted Cllr Avery's proposals. Apparently some thirty of them escaped
when a new guard dropped his keys in one of the cells. (Most of the escapees were indeed debtors, however one
significant addition was Albert Higgins, who was awaiting execution for the murder of a number of residents of

Pracas.

Ohe Spring thaw has relaxed the pressure on food supp[ies, with many ships arriving in port.
‘However there are continuing shortages of bread which it seems [ikely will not ease until the harvest. Cllr
William PHrueman's mystery rosehip supply business seems to have done well out of the fruit shortage (once he
convinced people they were edible). ‘William is clearly enjoying his success and a generous donation by him of
most of his remaining supplies to the Gyorian PHemple and the residents of Garingdon has done a [ot to increase
his popularity.



Alderman Alan (Sriffiths' clearly took his investigations into the activities of Eshi Cyarcon very
seriously. Qhe two were seen to be dining at Maud Blessop's and it seemed [ikely to most observers that the
negotiations were [ikely to continue thorough the night. However the intervention of the Witanmoot guard
disrupted his plans somewhat when they arrested his new paramour for a murder committed in Salvoyn. Galus
Snapdragon, who was also accused, evaded the guard and escaped over the rooftops, adding to suspicion of
their guilt. Qhings looked to be getting sticky and an execution seemed the [ikely outcome when Qfiver ‘Warin
(the then envoy to Salvoyn) intervened to clear the accused. Citizen Snapdragon [ater handed himself in and
was fined five pounds for evading justice.
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Cllr Jocelyn Barnes has been imprisoned following a lengthy trial at the law courts. Cllr (Barnes
never denied attacking Sheriff Dixon, however she claimed throughout the trial that her actions were justified
on the grounds that Dixon was 'treacherously plotting with the Gloating Market against the city'. However
Pendentite Forrel (prosecuting) destroyed this accusation and went on to explain how (Barnes had deliberately
fured the Sheriﬂ" to a meeting with her supporters, so that he could be assassinated. Ghe Sﬁerij‘]” had on[y been
saved by the swift intervention of the Witanmoot (suard that he had ordered to follow him. Sheriff Pixon
described the sentence as [enient, however the imprisonment has done sometﬁing to quell the unrest in PDowgate
where many observers had feared that a death sentence would have precipitated an immediate riot. (Protesters
in the ward are continuing to campaign for (Barnes' release and many are still calling for ([)ixon to be tried for
treachery.

Matthew (Dixon's chances of surviving as Sheriff are deteriorating following a large number of
nominations for the post. Apart from Pixon ﬁimse[ﬁ Avriane @encric’ Alan Grifﬁths, Martin QQX and
Samuel (Ruche have all been nominated. ([)ixon and (riffiths are clearly the front runners, but Ariane
@encric has the Backing oJ‘ the powerfu[ Prumm faction and may do wel, especia[[\z considering the deal
Jarken cut with Jady Perignon during the Jordship elections.

Aralan (erwent has once again disappeared upriver, this time accompanied by (semma Downe.
Ohe purpose of this errand remains a mystery and rumours of a secret renewal of her liaison with Sir Henry
Jongbridge abound. Ftowever more than one wag has seen fit to suggest that she is just taking a summer break
away from the chaos her fellow councillors seem to be creating. An alternate theory is that (zemma (owne has
gone into hiding whilst she recovers from the embarrassment of nominating Duncan (Barnett for Sheriff. FHhis
might have been a good choice if it wasn't for the fact that (Barnett [ost his Aldermanship [ast year.

(5rain shortages continue to be a prob[em, and may not be alleviated for some time, q%cent shipping
arrivals concentrated on much needed fruit, and the harvest is expected to be late and patchy. Hhe Palethians
are warning of another bad year and price rises seem almost inevitable. A [arge group of Avigon hovel holders
has already mounted one protest against the proposed price rises and if as expected the Cornmongers raise
prices, fooc[ riots seem almost certain to happen.

Ohe Qyreasury proposals for the budget split have caused outrage in the wards of Cripplegate,
Oraringdon and Ayigon where taxes have been reintroduced, and in Oldgate where the [evy has been raised to
its pre fire [evel. (suilds throughout the city have also been protesting at the increases in their taxation. (Despite
these increases many services are still not being provided. Gyreasurer Alison Shefford told the Witanmoot, "Ghe
Qreasury committee regards the city finances as still being on an emergency footing, and has attempted to trim
all the budget proposals presented. G)he proposals of the Welfare and (Education Committee have been hardest
hit, I regret to say, since it is our recommendation that expenc[iture be maintained in those areas which are an
investment in the future of the city". (Not satisfied with the outcry against these proposals Alderman Shefford
went on to announce that there will be further tax rises in 146 and 147 and that “the G)reasury committee is
investigating other possibilities for raising money". (Despite the protests, many observers are commenting that
Alderman Shefford has performed an excellent job in attempting to organise the city's chaotic finances and are
surprised that she did not receive a nomination for Sheriff. CIt is interesting to note that she was scathingly
critical of %dy @erignon‘s agreement with the (‘lﬁi}g over the (Dragonfeast, c[escribing it as “not worth a
candle”. and it may be that she is biding her time for a Jordship bid in 147.

Adam Ayery seems to have decided to spend most of his month [ooking into the recent prison
breakout. G)he councillor has been talking to people throughout the city and has been getting more and more blunt
in his questioning and suspicions about the event. {Meanwhile, concerned residents of (PDracas have been
demanc[ing immediate action to recapture (Hiﬂgins, and at [east one murder has a[reac[\z been ascribed to the
madman,



Alan \Monterey has been relaxing following the hectic budget proposals. Qbviously satisfied with the
outcome of fiis consensus [Jui[cﬁng activities, he has taken up a new ho%\z of wagon counting. Ohe councillor's
presence at a number of the city gates is beginning to cause concern amongst the merchant guilds who fear a new
wagon tax may be forthcoming. Flowever, a source close to %mere\z denied this; " Aflan has simp[\z been
spending time gaining an understanding of the flow of trade into the city. “If other councillors did the same
instead of wasting their time getting drunk the City would be in a much better state."

(5ax the Heretic has made a rousing speech form the {Mootstone demanding that the cities budget be
revised to include funding of an orphanage. He told a large crowd, " Alderman Shefford tells us she wants to
spenc[ money on investments in the J’uture of the city, and yet once again the vita[[y needed orphanage goes
unfunded. Once again the financiers, guild adventures and traders will benefit from investment of the cities
funds whilst its greatest resource goes to waste. Qhe children of the city are where investment needs to be made.
“In many wards street gangs are forming of the dispossessed, who will become the disenfranchised. “If we do not
do something about this problem the next generation will curse the current council for their short term thinking
and concentration on [ining the pockets of their guild paymasters.”

Ohe last council session turned into a mammoth event with a huge raft of boring procedural and
organisational motions dominated by Sheriff (Dixon’s Pefinitions of (Citizenship' Bill' which was eventually
passed with [ittle dissent. After the exhaustion of this, the Avery ‘easy payment' proposal was passed by a large
margin, mostly with only arken (Drumm summoning up the enthusiasm to complain. Alan Monterey then
proposed the creation of two new Q)rade delegate posts for the Western Isles and (Kerun which also didn't raise
much comment. Although we suspect this may get more controversial when it comes time to vote on the three
hundred pound cost. As the evening approached and with the council in a state of near torpor, Adam Avery
made a speech on the importance of [and registry in the light of the recent fires and proposed that "By the end of
146 all plots of land in the City of Tinrodeth shall be registered in writing at the ‘Witanmoot. Such registration
shall define the principal owner and any other co owners of such land. An administrative charge may be made
by the Witanmoot for the initial registration and subsequent changes to these records or the inspection of said
records”, Qhis apparently worthy proposal was about to go through on the nod when (s5eorge (Rimon stood up
and asked how much the administrative charge was [ikely to be. Avery's reply that he had though something
around a pounc[ reasonable, caused uproar, with Cllr (lﬁmon [Je[[owing across the room that this was a
disgracefu[ attempt at back door taxation on property ownership, caused many other councillors to wake up.
Ohere were speeches from (Cllrs Idge and St dawrence pointing out the stupidity of assigning a principal
owner when most houses were owned by couples; there were protest from the wealthy about the cost of
registering their own properties; there were protests about the p[an to charge for access and so on, <Despite the
efforts of the various faction leaders to push through this, the councillors weren't going to let it go. Jady
Perignon was forced to adjourn the debate until next month,

Jady Perignon is once again suffering a summer illness. However this time the Gorians have been
unwilling to ascribe the cause of the illness and some people have suggested it may be poisoning. (siven that the
problem struck the day after the (Barnes trial, foul play may be a possibility. However the guard have denied
that a poisoning was possible. "All Jady Perignon’s food is extensively tasted by a volunteer guard who takes
her duty very seriously" they told the Chronicle.

William Qrueman seems to be attempting to take on the mantle of the much missed Harry
Oruestaff. Ghe councillor appears to have decided to blow the profits of his dried rosehip business on a major
drinking session. (Not wanting to cause any problems in his own ward of Graringdon, he seems to have ended up
in CIshtan. Here, a[ong with Captain (Eag[eview and most of the sailors in the port, he attempted to drink the
ward dry. Qhe ensuing debauchery led to a number of unfortunate incidents which the watch proved totally
unwilling to deal with. Several citizens have demanded the restoration of the ‘Wharf (suard.
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Ohis month's Budget debate, which had been expected to occupy a major session of the Witanmoot,
turned out to be one of the shortest debates on record. arken Drumm had been expected to propose a raft of
amendments, but both the councillor and the amendments fai[ed to materialise, “In his absence his erstwhile a[[\z,
Adam Ayery, attempted to make up some proposals on the hoof. However his vague “we should have two more
trade posts' proposal was J”o[[oWed B«Z a polite pause as the council waited J"or more details and, more
importantly, costs and fundraising. Qhe silence and the amendment were terminated by Uady Perignon who
called for a brief show of hands (“oh, sorry Adam”) of those who supported and opposed the idea. After [ess than
an hour of debate Alison Shefford’s meticulously prepared budget was passed by a [arge margin with some
scattered and disorganised dissent centring around the (hrumm and Qrueman factions,

(Bandits have once again struck at a caravan, this time capturing a [arge shipment of goods for the
Broiderers and Gyapissers guild. Hhe attack took place near the location of a previous raid and it is clear that
the bandits are operating out of the Wealden forests to the north of the city. Jhe guilds have demanded that the
Sheriffs take action.

Ohe controversial ome G)ax proposals proved to be a more heated affair. Grollowing last month's
debacle the faction [eaders had [aid down the [aw to their various groups and clear instructions to vote for the
proposal had been issued. However despite this a [arge section of the Witanmoot defied the orders and opposed
the tax. An odd alignment of the hard [ine rich (led by (5eorge (Rimon) the poor (led by Alderman Hubold) and
the reformers (led by Cllr Idge) actively opposed the motion. I ventually the Registration Duty’ was approved
by a margin of 4o votes, but only after Avery had amended it to allow for the registration of a [ist of Principal
Owners with witnessing by a [ocal councillor.

Orollowing on from this, Alan (Monterey's proposals for new trade delegate posts should have been a
simp[e matter, backed as it was [nz the merchant gui[ds and with the vocal support of Sherij"f Pixon and the
Jord of the City. However a brilliant and powerful speech by (Danessa St dawrence proposed instead that the
same money instead be spent on an orphanage. (Bui[c[ing on the rebellious mood of the ‘Witanmoot, she quick[xz
gained support for her proposals from all areas of the Witanmoot, and before the faction [eaders could do
amzthing about it, the council had approved a donation of 300 pounc[s to (ax's orphanage project.

Ohe expected threat to Sheriffs (Pixon's re-election failed to materialise, with the council clearly
deciding to back experienced candidates. ([)ixon was elected by a resounding 21 votes. Hhe only dissent coming
from Alice Gytton who said she was surprised that other aldermen were willing to give power to someone with
such a history of abusing it. Alan (5riffiths returned to the post of Sheriff after an absence of some years; his 15
votes easily outweighing (Key's 6 and (Rucche’s 2. Apiane Pencric had been expected to do well but received no
votes at all and had difficulty covering her disappointment.

Jady Perignon’s Midsummer Ball was a [ively event. With the long absence of such balls and the
need to recover from a heavy week on council, most people [et their hair down and relaxed. ady Perignon
glided around as a stately and gracious hostess, while Sheriff (Dixon celebrated by turning up in an elegant new
suit of black velvet which managed to exceed even Sheriff (5riffiths’ distinctively startling costume by Eshi.
Alan Monterey's continued sulk over his trade delegate proposals [ead to him being mostly ignored, and William
Orueman’s drinking binge [ed to some heartless comments, (Much attention was paid to Adam Ayery's startlingly
witty comments which kept everyone entertained while the musicians were distracted. However it was Aralan
Perwent who providec[ the most dramatic incident, [Jeing expe[[ec[ from the ball under scandalous circumstances
invo[ving a rolled up tapestry, a dozen wine goﬁ[ets and most of the minstrels ga[[ery. PDespite the Chronicler's
best efforts we have not been able to determine exact[\z what happenec[, but a c[isgustec[ %d\z @erignon has
banned the councillor from future civic balls. Sheriff (ixon was rather more relaxed about the incident: "She's
probab[\z just upset everyone., Ohat's what she norma[[y does, doesn't she?" fie commented,
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Ohe Witanmoot had been shocked to [earn this week of Councillor Jarken (Drumm’s arrest after a
military sweep of the Wealden Gorest to eliminate the bandit problem. A thorough search of the area was
carried out by the combined forces of the Witanmoot (suard and the (King's Rangers, under the orders and
leadership of Sheriff (Dixon. Aside from several mangy peasants suspected of poaching, the operation also
picked up an extremely annoyed Cllr Prumm along with his merry men. arkin's loud assertions that he was
merely out on a prolonged painting expedition did not satisfy the Sheriff, who received no explanation for the
presence, at Jarkin's side, of several ﬁeavi[\Z armed mercenaries from the (Dancing PBear. Since the return of
this [arge hunting party and their irate prize, we have heard rumours that a further search of Jarkin (PDrumm’s
camp uncovered a haul of jewz[[ery, [ike[\z to be the spoils from the ambushed (Mercers' caravan, Htowever,
Sheriff (Pixon refuses to confirm or deny this rumour, and Councillor (Pyrumm remains in the Witanmoot cells
unavailable for comment.

Jady Perignon appears to have abandoned the city to the tender mercies of the Sheriffs this month.
As expected, she has [eft Jinrodeth to enjoy the hot summer sunshine at her country estates. ‘We hear that these
may be further enlivened [J\z the presence of m'lord Jrernando Sidonia of Cle)run, who is Visiting her for some
“serious” wine tasting and importation negotiations. ‘What will poor ()om make of it all??

“In the absence of both Jady Perignon and Sheriff Pixon, Sheriff Griffiths was left to chair this
month's sweltering meeting of the Witanmoot Council. As soon as the budget section opened, both Councillor
Monterey and Councillor Andrews rose to amend the original budget to provide further funds. Cllr {Monterey,
with his characteristic persistence, resubmitted the origina[ trade de[egate motion costing £350, while Cllr
Andrews requested a further £150 to "properly fund” the city's orphanage. Both of these were refused by
Sheriff Griffiths who pointed out that they were "already resolved items". He further rebuked the two junior
councillors for wasting council time and advised them to develop their ideas properly in time for the 146 budget
debate. A[l other Budgets were proposed to be as detailed in the main Budget split, apart from the Jaw & Order
committee who submitted an amended budget coming in at 6s [ess than the original estimate. As expected, both
Sharon (Brehon (PBroiderer) and Philip Portman (Gletcher) have been proposed to fill the vacant post of
Alderman of (Dracas. Ghis will be voted on by the full Court of Common Council next month.

Councillor (Perwent’s ‘Queue Here' sign has been dusted off and put outside again. PHhis seemed to
confirm recent rumours which swept through inrodeth that the "impetuous filly" was about to choose another
apprentice. A hoard of hopeful youngsters brought toy rapiers, frying pans and (apparently) bedding from all
across the city to wait in [ine for several days for the opportunity to impress Aralan. Some even remembered to
bring an embroidery sampler. Some commentators have suggested that it is significant that Aralan was not
permitted on the recent military manoeuvres which netted such interesting witnesses in the Wealden Sorest.

Councillor Alan Monterey's recent public austerity measures have been questioned following a most
extravagant party held [ast week for faction members. Participants remain close-mouthed (and hungover)
following a dinner party which must have exceeded even Harry Qruestaff's flamboyant bashes. Scavengers
clearing away debris around the house in the early hours of the morning report clattering heaps of the finest
vintage wine f[agons, torn silk hangings, J’ragments of unusual importec[ delicacies inc[uc[ing ﬁsﬁ eggs from the
Empire, and drifts of discarded summer flowers.

(Citizens will be distressed to [earn of reports from Salvoyn that the Jady “Isabella de Shabot has
died in a barge accident during the \Midsummer regatta. ady Shabot's generous corn deal with the Witanmoot
last year, which provided supplies almost at cost, is widely credited with saving the city from starvation and
J‘amine this last winter. She was known as a friend[\z, outgoing persona[it\z whose charit\z work was unsung and
undertaken without thought of publicity. (sax's orphanage will be one of many children’s charities who will feel
her loss. She will be sadly missed.
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Ohe murderer Higgins and several other prison escapees have been Killed in a combined Ward
Watch and Witanmoot (suard operation in (Bridge. Higgins was tracked down to his hideout next to the
Orishmarket and was held there by the prompt actions of the local Watch whilst reinforcements arrived from the
WVitanmoot, Sheriff Griﬁiths has declared himse[lf c[e[ightec[ 6\2 the operation which he describes as, “an
excellent example of the (suard working in support of the local Watch" e went on to praise Aralan Yerwent
who [ed the investigation which found Higgins. However, questions have been raised about the actions of Cllr
PDerwent, and her J”ai[ure to negotiate for the release of the children that ‘Higgins was Flo[ding Flostage, both of
whom were Killed. (Descriptions of events vary considerably and her opponents are yet to find anyone willing to
bear witness that she ordered the guard to attack and not to bother taking any prisoners.

Jarken (PDrumm has been committed for trial following a long hearing before his Alderman. Ghe
packed courthouse hear how the combined City and Ranger force captured Jarken in an area known to be
frequented by the bandits. Sheriff (Dixon explained in detail the reason the force suspected bandits to be in the
area and circumstances of the capture, but refused to be drawn as to whether Jarken was actually guilty.
Jarken himse[f exp[ainec[ fiow he had been on a painting expedition’ whilst seeking a [ocation for a summer
residence, and it was clear that he felt that he had been set up. A number of Rangers then gave evidence of Cllr
PDrumm’s odd movements through the forest and the hostile attitude of his guards when confronted. G)he
mercenaries however explained that they had recently been hired to protect Cllr (Drumm from bandits and were
obviously cautious when the (Rangers ‘ambushed’ them. A number of citizens then came forward to testify that
Cllr Prumm’s [ifestyle was rather more prosperous than could be expected for someone in his position, and
several people questioned his ability to afford a summer residence. Summing up, Alderman (Rucche was clearly
unconvinced that arken was a bandit and he told the court "Although I do not see a clear case of guilt, the
evidence would suggest that Cllr (Drumm’s activities in the forest were rather more than he would have the
court believe. ] feel that more investigation is required and I reluctantly commit Cllr Prumm to a trial."

Ohe unpopular Home FHax seems to have become a complete flop. So far only a few people, mostly
the scheme's originators, have bothered to register at the Witanmoot, However fo[[owing (5ax's comment that
his landmark Hanley ruling may call into question the entire validity of the tax, a much larger number of citizens
have been up to the Citadel to ensure that their records are up to date.

Contrary to expectations a bumper crop is now being predicted for this year's harvest. Alderman
(semma (PDowne told the Chronicle, "All the indications are that in addition to alleviating the food shortages, we
Will be able to build up strong reserves for the coming years". Qhe Chronicle notes with interest that Alderman
(Downe has recently offloaded all her own corn stocks and stands to make a handsome profit from the reduced
prices [ikely to emerge come the harvest.

Ohis months Witanmoot meeting [ooked [ike being one of the most turgid on record. Only about half
the city's councillors bothering to turn up to vote in Sharon (Brehon as the new Alderman of (Pracas. However
the few who were there were shocked by Tady Perignon’s surprise declaration at the end of the meeting that she
was “unhappy with the budget debate™ and that she was decreeing the establishment the trade delegates posts
anyway, with the funds to be drawn from those bonded towards the (IQ}g‘s (Dragonfeast payment. E@,dy
Perignon obviously intends to impose her view of things on the city as quickly as possible. Ghe Chronicle
wonders if her rush to get things done has anything to do with the [ikelihood that Sheriff (Dixon will defeat her
in next year's [ordship elections; should she [ose the support of the large (Drumm faction.

Alderman Qlivia ‘Warin has described Jady Perignon’s decree as ™Yet another example of this
administration’s ill-considered and erratic approach to finance." “In a keynote speech which clearly positions her
as a contender for the Sheriff posts next year, she went on to propose her view of the city's future "We need
stabi[ity to recover from the ﬁre, not wild and adventurous attempts at expansion. Ohe Cit\z should abandon its
plans to host the (Dragonfeast in 147," she told a [arge gathering at the (5rocers (suild. She ended by describing
the current situation as, "the kind of mess which would never have happened under Samantha",



The Chronicle
of the month of Yorinfall in the year 145

Orollowing overwhelming evidence from a wide variety of sources, Cllr darken (Drumm has been
found guilty of banditry and is sentenced to be beheaded at noon on the 15th of (Kryll. (Both within and outside
the packed courthouse, many people protested at the leniency of this sentence and a [arge crowd gathered on the
steps demanding his immediate execution. However Jady Perignon, whilst clearly disgusted by PDrumm’s
crimes, told the gatﬁering, "I ' will not permit mob rule. As [ong as ‘[ am Jord of this City we do tﬁings accorc[ing
to the daw. Yarken is a councillor and, however [ow he has now fallen, we must remember his previous
services to the city. He may have forfeitecf the right to [ive, but he still has a rigﬁt to die with cﬁgnity.“ Ohe
prisoner was returned to the cells under heavy guard to protect him from the mob.

Ohe trial was a clear cut affair with much of the evidence having been presented at the earlier
hearing. However, the weight of proof against Clarken was swung by Karen Marsh of the (Broiderers guild
who testified that arken had discussed her recent trade activities with her, shortly before the caravan they
were c[iscussing was attacked. Mark Sage, a guard on the caravan, also testiﬁed that one of the bandits bore a
resemblance to Cllr Prumm and could easily have been him. “In his summing up Pendentite Antonius put the
case J’or the prosecution succinct[\z when he said, "All the evidence may be circumstantial, however these
suspicious circumstances occur in what can only be described as a damning quantity”. dady Perignon, who is
considered to have presided with great skill and fairness throughout the trial concurred with his view.
Commenting on the trial Aralan (Derwent told the Chronicle, "Ghe PBroiderers have suffered badly from the
Bandit scourge. I am simply glad that the matter is over." Cllr Avery went further, "CIt's bloody obvious he is
as guilty as sin and should die for it," he proclaimed. ;A more formal approach was taken by Sheriff (P)ixon who
had pressed hard for the death penalty throughout. (Clearly pleased with the outcome. he told the admiring
crowd, "My duty as Sheriff is to root out and destroy threats to this City, whoever and whatever they are”.

(PDrumm did not languish quietly in prison to await his execution. A fiendish floating market-backed
plot to effect his escape was foiled at the [ast minute by the intervention of the Witanmoot (suard. PHhree
mercenaries were Killed in the ensuing fight. Dhe Chronicle has [earnt that the information which led to the
escape being blocked came from (Cllr William Qrueman. However (Cllr Hrueman has refused to reveal his
sources saying only that, ",An honest citizen approached me with the information, and ‘I immediately passed it on
to Sﬁeriﬂ" Grifﬁths, who pcrsona[[y fead the guard to stop the escape. Jarken must pay for his crime, I did on[\Z
what anyone [oyal to the city would have done."

A Civic (Ball will take place next week to celebrate the formal establishment of an (Embassy from
the city state of (Kerun. Ambassador Grernando Sidonia told our reporter, "Qrade between our two great cities
continues to grow and I am deflighted that the (Princess Selina has appointed me to the vital role of fostering this
relationship.” Jady Perignon will no doubt be almost as pleased as Milord Gernando and probably just as keen
to see a close relationship built between the two great institutions. Qhis year's harvest has surpassed all estimates
and a [arge and a very successful Harvestide Grestival was enjoyed by all. A delighted Alderman (Downe told
us, "Qhis is marvellous, over the last few years the city has [urched from one food crisis to another. I really
pleased to be able to guarantee the people of dinrodeth that there will be no shortages next year",

William QJrueman and Alan Monterey are being accused of pulling a fast one by their fellow
councillors after they nominated Maud PBlessop and Eva Capel for the Kerun Gyrade delegate post. Sheriff
Griffiths, who was presiding at the nearly empty council session (taking place at the same time as the trail)
defended his action in accepting the nominations. dady Perignon’s decree was quite clear and I would be failing
my role as Chairman if I had not processed the nominations correctly. G)o be honest I find it odd that supposedly
more experienced Councillors were not ready to give in the nominations. It just shows how complacent the
establishment has become."
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Ohe city of (Nyskilde has fallen to an unexpected attack by the (Noord. Phis shock news arrived
with the few ships to escape the raid and reports are still confused, with the fate of envoy Alan Carter
remaining unknown. ‘It appears that a large force of longboats led by Prince (Konrad vagn Korsbaek entered
the harbour and stuck with complete surprise. Phe (King's Navy was already on the move south to overwinter
near Jinrodeth and will be unable to respond before the winter ice closes off the city. Dhe merchanter Jeyiathon
ran the harbour blockade two days after the [oss of the city and its captain reports that the (Noord appear to be
digging in. ‘It may be that they intend to attempt to hold the city indefinitely. Recent rumours from the Western
“Isles would suggest Prince (Konrad has recently had a number of disputes with his father, so it is hoped that this
is an unsanctioned action rather than the beginnings of all out war between the Noordic Nation and the
(Kingdom of Athion. Dhe Knight Marshal has advised calm and assures Jinrodeth citizens that there is no
threat to this city's safetxz; "PBe assured that we will regain (Nxski[de in the spring, and that this young
adventurer will suffer the same fate as everyone else who has ever been foolish enough to challenge the authority
of His Mgjesty."

Ohe centre of attention within the city this month was a small cell in the Witanmoot constraining
one (Cllr Jarken Drumm. Ghis appeared to be the focus of an enormous amount of activity with many citizens
(supporters, gloaters or the merely curious) attempting to gain sight of the notorious bandit against the orders of
the Sheriffs. Substantial amounts of money appear to have changed hands, often for no more than a promise of
"seeing what “I can do" by Witanmoot staff. So it remains unclear whether any form of escape attempt was
forming or if this was just another example of Jinrodeth’s fine free market economy in action. “In the event, all
schemes were quelled by the near permanent encampment of Cllrs Adam Avery and William Gyrueman outside
the prison for the month. On the rifthday, secondweek this month, darken (Drumm went to his death with
dignitxz expected of a councillor, gacing down the [Jaying mob he proc[aimec[ his innocence from the scaj:fo[d and,
refusing to be blindfold, [aid his head on the block. GYhe traitor's head now adorns Pridge (sate as a warning to
others who would [Jetra\z the trust of the cit\z. Ohe execution was attended 6\3 many worthies of the citxz, all of
whom seemed assured of Uarken's guilt. Only Jeonard GYholin stood by Uarken to the end, "Ghe City and
Avigon have [ost a good man today," he told the Chronicle. However pub[ic opinion seems to be running against
this view. Qhe masses who had gathered in the dawn [ight were treated to an unexpectedly rousing speech by
Jady Perignon who praised her fellow councillors for helping to defeat this "viper who had insinuated himself
into the heart of the city." Ghe massive cheers in response to her promise to "root out corruption and destroy
treachery throughout the city," clearly shows the backing of the public for her actions.

Ohe much anticipated civic ball to celebrate the new envoy appointments has had to be unexpectedly
cancelled. A clearly embarrassed Uady Perignon has had to announce that the city will not be sending a trade
delegate to (Kerun after all. She announced in a written statement to the G)rade Committee that the (King had
overruled her decree and refused qinrodeth permission to create its own ambassadorial relations with foreign
powers, a[thougﬁ some sovt of trade appointment was possible with the consent of the oﬂ’icia[ Ambassador and
the swearing of an oath of fealty. (siven this and the events in (Nyskilde, it is perhaps a good thing that Cllr
Quinn was only nominated and not appointed as the trade envoy to the Western CIsles.
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